 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The History of the Electric Guitar

We hear it on the radio, we download songs with it (legally or illegally) off of the internet, we buy CD’s of bands who play it and some of us somewhat know how to play it. The electric guitar. A six-stringed instrument with steel strings which allow it to use an electromagnetic pickup to sense the vibrations made by the guitarist. It has been with us for almost a century and it has been definitely one of the most influential (and the most played) instrument in history.

1900 B.C.E. - 1500 C.E.

The very first stringed instruments were invented in Asia Minor during the 

1900's B.C.E.! Similar instruments were found around the region that “include a resonating body, fingerboard, frets and more than two stings.”(Total,8) Historians agree that the direct precursors of the guitar traveled to Europe through Spain around the 800's by a Moorish invasion. 

The Muslims introduced to the Europeans the “Ud”. It eventually made its way to northen Europe, along with the “Pandoura” where they gradually evolved to form the “Lute” and the “Gittern”. They kept evolving slowly until Antonio de Torres Jurado (1817 – 1892) created the template for designs still used today.

1920’s - Present

By the 1920's guitars were starting to be played to larger audiences and the guitar’s naturally low volume was a huge problem. One of Gibson’s Engineers Lloyd Loar, in 1924 developed a very basic magnetic pickup small enough to fit in a regular acoustic guitar. Gibson wasn’t pleased with his work and Loar eventually left to form his own company, Vivitone which produced usable magnetic pickups. 

In 1931 two employees from the National Company, Paul Barth and George Beauchamp with the help of Adolph Rickembacker produced the A22 and the A25 A.K.A. The “Frying Pan”. Called like that because of its shape it was not truly a guitar, but the first mass produced instrument with electromagnetic pickups. Rickembacker was the first to produce the “Electro-Spanish” guitar in 1932, using a classic Spanish guitar with the pickup of a “Frying Pan”.

The Solid-Body

Due to feedback, the vibrating of the strings due to the sound waves of the loudspeaker, the solid-body guitar was created in the 1940’s. Although there is no clear evidence of the creator of the first solid-body guitar, Les Paul created his own “Log” guitar using a Guibson Neck attached to a solid piece of pine on which the pickups and the bridge were mounted. Les Paul tried to sell his idea to Gibson, but they refused.

Paul Bigsby, an engineer, was another claimant to the title. He produced an instrument designed in conjunction with Merle Travis, a country guitarist

Leo Fender is the single most important name in the history of solid-body electric guitars .

