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8th
Free but alone

Frederick Douglass expresses his states of mind in this passage by using powerful figures of speech and different metaphors.  He first  gives us a contrast between slavery and freedom by saying the “wretchedness of slavery, and blessedness of freedom … was like life and death with me”. He uses chains to create an image of the captivity of the slaves. The dashes throughout the passage mean a pause as if the author was thinking and emphasizes the uncertain times the author went through. He compares himself to an unarmed mariner “rescued by a friendly man-of-war from the pursuit of a pirate”, which allows the reader to imagine that he felt persecuted.

