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An analysis of the symbol of sunshine

There are many meanings for the symbol of sunshine. Sometimes it can mean Nature, approval from nature, what the public is able to see as opposed to shadow where one can hide any secret like the meeting of hester and dimsdale In the scaffold. 

When she changed into something like a nurse in Ch13 paragraph 4 “It was only the darkened house that could contain her. When the sunshine came again, she was not there. Her shadow had faded across the threshold” her position as a periah in society only allowed her to come out at night when she could be free from the rigid rules of bostonian society.

Another meaning can be what the public is able to see as opposed to shadow where one can hide any secret like the meeting of hester and dimsdale in the scaffold. The meeting could’ve never been possible in the daylight because all of Boston would gather and Dimasdale’s sin would be known. In the sunshine everyone has to wear some kind of mask or act a certain way; that’s why hester doesn’t talk to anyone in the sunshine but helps them at night.

It could mean approval from nature. In ch 18 “ a flood of sunshine” refers to when the sunshine finally shines on Hester when she takes the scarlet letter off  “all at once, as with a sudden smile of heaven, forth burst the sunshine, pouring a very flood into the obscure forest, gladdening each leaf, transmuting the yellow fallen ones to gold and gleaming adown the gray trunks of the solemn trees.” 


Overall, sunshine stands for ideals common to our present society, like the individuality shown in secrecy or “shadow” and the precence of masks in public or in the “sunshine”.

