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Mysticism in Beloved: A study of ghosts.

Sethe slashed Beloved’s throat with a handsaw, in what she though was an act of mercy so that she wouldn’t have to suffer through slavery; since then Beloved haunts 124 Bluestone, but there are other kinds of ghosts that haunt 124 Bluestone. 

Sethe and Paul D went through many overwhelming and wounding experiences as a result of slavery which troubled them for many years. Sethe, as a woman, is the character that is haunted by the most ghosts, mainly because she is more emotionally sensitive. But Paul D eventually decides that love everything just a little because it will hurt him at one point or another. As a coping mechanism he decides do replace his heart and lock all his emotions in a “tobacco tin can”. Although Denver didn’t experience slavery firsthand, its ripple effect affected her indirectly throughout her life.

The process of “rememory”(43) -thus the returning of the psychological ghosts- starts when “Paul D, the last of the Sweet Home men”(7) finds Sethe in her front porch in 124 Bluestone. Until this point Sethe had been able to handle with the past chiefly by forgetting it, but Paul D brings with him all his stories which in turn brings Sethe’s own stories back to life but in a more bearable way because Paul D’s stories were as intolerable as hers. When Sethe talked to Paul D about Sweet Home and how schoolteacher’s nephews raped her and stole her milk she tries not to remember, but “like a greedy child [her brain] snatched up everything. Just once, could it say, No thank you? I just ate and I can’t hold another bite?”, but she stopped him by “[putting] her hand on his knee and rubbing … She hoped it calmed him as it did her”. 
When Paul D violently rids the house of the ghost, the ghost then became flesh in Beloved. She comes back Into 124 and represents the her past life at Sweet Home, the remorse of killing her own child and everything that still perturbs Sethe. Beloved loved Sethe’s stories. “Sethe stirred and looked around. First at beloved’s soft new hand on her shoulder, then into her eyes. The longing she saw there was bottomless. Some plea barely in control”(69), which makes her a ghost who brings back Sethe’s hideous memories. There is a special relation between Sethe and beloved because “[beloved] is not only Sethe's two-year-old daughter, whom she murdered eighteen years ago; she is also Sethe's African mother. This inter- generational, inter-continental, female ghost-child teaches Sethe that memories and stories about her matrilineal ancestry are life- giving.”(Horvitz). One time she asked about Sethe’s mother which triggered a whole set of memories and emotions “she was remembering something she had forgotten she knew. Something privately shameful…”(73) 

Paul D, like Sethe, was haunted by Beloved “for although Beloved is Sethe’s story and… thematically and structurally her slave narrative, it is also Paul D’s record of his quest for self, for authentic existence”. (Samuels and Hudson-Weems, 124) He has suffered too, “He is reduced to chattel when his feet are shackled a three-spoke collar laced around his neck, and a bit placed in his mouth before he is tethered to a buckboard (notice the pun) and taken away to be sold away from Sweet Home” (Samuels and Hudson-Weems, 124) and becomes callous. He decides, somewhat like Sethe’s way of “beating back the past” to lock his feelings away in a “tobacco tin buried in his chest… Its lid rusted shut”(78-79) 

Denver, although born free, was also haunted by the atrocities committed to all the ex-slaves she knew. Her life was haunted by the absence of a father and the loneliness of having a mother who went to jail for killing her own child and living in a haunted house. When Paul D and Sethe talked about sweet home and her father she felt “that her own father’s absence was not hers. Once the absence had belonged to Grandma Baby-a son…Then it was her mother’s absent husband. Now it was this hazelnut stranger’s absent friend.”(15) As a daughter of a “criminal” mother who h killed her sister, Denver was a pariah of the community. Especially when she went to Lady Jones’ reading lessons “Murder, Nelson Lord had said. ‘Didn’t your mother get locked away for murder? Wasn’t you in there when she went?’”(123) She lived for years in relative isolation, and spent a lot of her time in her “emerald closet”. By the end of the novel she plays a critical role in convincing the community to aid Sethe from the increasing malevolence and parasitic relationship of Beloved. She gathers enough courage to venture out into the community; she talked to Lady Jones about a job for food, because “My ma’am, She doesn’t feel very good”. Lady Jones didn’t get her a job, but got her the acknowledgement of the community that her mother needed food and help. In time people started giving her gifts of food, which led to an improvement in her social life as her family life deteriorated even more. As Beloved represents the past, Denver represents the future. she improves in every aspect and by the end of the novel she even plans to attend Oberlin College.

Sethe is still haunted by one of her most devastating moments even at the end of the book when she mistakes Edward Bodwin for schoolteacher, two of his nephews, and the sheriff like the time they came to take her and her young away. It’s an allusion to The Holy Bible about the four horsemen of the apocalypse  “1 THEN I saw when the Lamb broke one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of thunder, "Come." 

2 I looked, and behold, a white horse, and … a red horse… and a black horse …and an pale green Horse”(Bible Rev. 6,1). She couldn’t tolerate her offspring going back into slavery so she decided to kill them to prevent their seemingly inevitable fate. Beloved died in a Christ-like situation because her death brought salvation to her mother and siblings. 

Beloved reaches a point where she fuses with Sethe and Denver in a holy trinity, as in the Father (the mother), the son (the daughter), and the Holy Spirit (the ghost). Chapters 20, 21 and 22 emphasize this union. Sethe in CH.20 starts “Beloved, she is my daughter. She is mine”. Denver in CH.21 starts “Beloved is my sister. I swallowed her blood right along my mother’s milk”.  And lastly Beloved herself starts in CH.22 “I am Beloved and she is mine”. 

Sethe was also frowned upon by the community when she committed her “act of mercy” to beloved. The community reacts by making her an outcast, after all, who would have someone who killed her own daughter as a friend? But Sethe didn’t really feel the need for a community because her life before, during and after Sweet Home didn’t include many woman role models she could base her values or learn from. “Nan was the one she knew best, who was around all day, who nursed babies, cooked, had one good arm and half of another.”(73) Nan was her baby-sitter before she was sold Mr. Garner and taken to Sweet Home. She and Baby Suggs  were the only black women she could really relate to.  
Beloved, as a ghost in 124 Bluestone only displayed her anger by supernatural means and it reminded Sethe and Denver of her presence in their lives, but when Paul D arrived and subdued her, she took different forms and affected the characters differently. She eventually disappeared when the characters finally learned not to “beat” or “lock away” the past but to confront it, accept it and move on.
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