Beloved

· Intro- Beloved Haunts 124 Bluestone as a real ghost but she also haunts, Paul D, Denver, and specially Sethe in many ways.

· After Paul D violently got rid of her she reincarnated as the 18 year old Beloved.

Beloved represents:

· Ghosts that haunted Sethe: Past events she tries to repress in vain.

1. loosing her mother

2. Getting raped, beat up, and her milk stolen by schoolteacher’s nephews 

3. MOST IMPORTANTLY  killing Beloved she comes back and increasingly sucks the life out of sethe because sethe is always trying to make up for killing her.

· Beloved liked when sethe told her stories that made her  remember the past and suffer.

“[Denver] had felt that warm satisfaction radiating from Beloved’s skin when she listened to her mother talk about the old days”

“she was remembering something she had forgotten she knew. Something privately shameful…”

· Sethe needed the help of the community to overcome the literal and figurative starvation caused by beloved’s greed of resources. Denver found help from the community –especially ella- they were able to exorcise beloved and save sethe.  

Beloved also represents 

· Ghosts that haunted Paul D

1. He suffered atrocities during schoolteacher’s period of authority.

2. Slave gang

3. He put his feelings in a “tobacco tin” but the past still haunted him. 

4. Beloved helped him in their sexual encounter “red heart red heart”

She also represents 

· Ghosts that haunted Denver


· Stunned by years of Isolation – emerald closet

· She feels that the world does not include her – her father’s disappearance was sethe’s or Paul d’s

· At the end she has a newfound sense of maturity and civility.

Time line

· Sethe is separated from her mother

· She is sent to Sweet Home 

· She chooses Halle as her “husband”

· She gives birth to Howard Buglar and “crawling-already” (beloved)

· She’s abused and escapes

· Amy Denver helps her survive and deliver Denver

· She reaches 124 Bluestone 

