March 2007

Contraband
¥ Fly Casters

Tom Nixon Chapter

March meeting: Tuesday March 20, 2007, Room 204, Kirkman Hall on the
McNeese campus in Lake Charles, LA. Flytying 6:00 pm, Program & meeting 7:00
pm, Program: Knot Sense

President’s Message

Spring is upon us and that brings thoughts of
spawning bass, tailing redfish, bright fat bream
and many other fish on fly. It's time to tune up
your gear, change leaders, clean or replace fly
line, etc. To that end our March 20" meeting will
be about “Knot Sense”, basic rigging for the fly
fishing we do in Southwest Louisiana. I'll present
some materials, and welcome input from anyone
who has useful ideas on knot’s and rigging.

For our April meeting, I've lined up FFF Master
Certified Casting instructor Jay Clark who lives in
Lafayette to do a casting demo for us. It would be
a good time to have one of our “eating meetings”
at either Prien Lake Park, or the S.W.L.A. Fishing
Club. We’'ll discuss it and find out what the
membership wants to do at our March meeting.

Again, in an effort to boost attendance at our
meeting, and help breath some life into the club,
I'd like to ask all members to make a call or two to
try to get someone to the meeting with you, either
a member who hasn’t been around in a while, or
someone new who may be interested in joining.

Tight Lines,
Ron Begnaud
Louisiana’s Disappearing Coast

The New Orleans Times-Picayune recently

ran a series of articles on the disappearing
coastline of Louisiana. Previous estimates were
that there were 20 to 40 years before things
became irreparable. That estimate has now been
revised down to 10 years...you can read these
pertinent and important articles at
http://www.nola/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/base/
news-7/1172875803168190.xml&coll=1,
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/
base/library-121/1172887207154410.xml&coll=1,
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/
base/news-3/1173000030143020.xml&coll=1,
and
http://www.nola.com/timespic/stories/index.ssf?/
base/news-7/1173162992150860.xml&coll=1.
You may also wish to check out the CNN story at
http://edition.cnn.com/2007/US/03/01/katrina.clai
m/. You may also wish to check out the Louisiana
Wetlands video at
http://news.yahoo.com/video/2714 Anyone with
concerns for the Louisiana coast and wetlands
should take a look.

RAFFLES/AUCTIONS
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR GCC-FFF CONCLAVE
EXPO MAY 18-20, 2007

Dear Fly Fishers,
As you know we have recently established a

new council of the Federation of Fly Fishers, the
Gulf Coast Council, our own council! Our



inaugural conclave is set for the Lake Charles
Civic Center, Lake Charles, La., May 18,19, and
20 of 2007. Lefty Kreh and Nick Curcione are
headlining our event, and we expect over 1000
attendees.

We are trying to “do it up right” for this
inaugural event, and that includes having ample
items to include in our Raffles and Auctions. Many
of these items will come from you, our member
clubs, and that is the reason for this letter.

We are a scarce two months away from the
event, so now is the time to get very serious about
contributions. Most any item related to fly fishing
and the outdoors will be appropriate. Boxes of
flies are always popular as well as related art work,
etc. Please be inventive, and please be generous.

Please canvas your membership at your next
meeting. | am the chair for the Raffles/Auctions
(R/A), and will welcome any items you may want to
contribute. If any members would like to contribute
items they produce for profit, remember we can
furnish a letter allowing for tax credit.

For those who are contributing, please contact
me as soon as possible detailing the nature of the
contribution, so | can set it up into raffles or
auctions. We also need to arrange delivery of the
items. Should you be coming to the conclave,
which | certainly hope is the case, you can deliver
items directly to me as | will be there from
Thursday, May 17, on. If you cannot attend, items
can be sent to me at the address below and | will
send you a receipt of acceptance detailing all that
has been received.

Thanks for your help. Let’s make this the best
inaugural conclave ever!

Syd Smith Office: 228-868-5493
Co-VP Events and Chair for Auctions/Raffles
Home: 228-896-4247 Cell: 228-326-6050
1110 Broad Ave., Ste. 600

Gulfport, MS 39501

Introductory Tying Lessons at the GCC-FFF
Conclave/Expo

Walter McClendon was going to head up this
program, but due to the poor health of his father,
he has had to withdraw from this activity. Mark
Delaney was asked to replace Walter and has
agreed. What Mark needs from the members of
the Contraband Fly Casters is the loan of spare
tying vises and some basic tools for at least the
Saturday morning of the conclave (the FFF
Southern Council has some vises and tools they'll
loan us, but Saturday morning they’ll be in use for
the youth program.) The anticipated program is to

run basic instruction for about an hour period
(scheduled) on tools, basic techniques, and then
tying a couple of basic flies: a woolly worm/bugger
and a gill getter. The idea is to keep things very
simple. Mark will also need acouple of volunteers
to help with the instruction. The introductory tying
lessons will be run Saturday morning and
afternoon (May 19, 2007), and Sunday morning
and afternoon(May 20, 2007). Mark Delaney can
be contacted at home at 337/477-3845, at his
office at 337/475-5956 and on his cell phone,
337/309-1586. He can also be contacted at
chemproff2001@yahoo.com . Any
volunteers???!!|

Sad News

Michael Clouser, son of Bob and Joan Clouser
passed away on March 2, 2007 at the Hershey
Medical Center in Hershey. PA. Michael suffered
from Down’s syndrome. It is said that he
brightened everyone’s day who entered into Bob’s
shop. You may wish to say a prayer for Bob and
Joan at this difficult time of the loss of a child. Bob
dedicated his most recent book, “Fly-Fishing for
Smallmouth in Rivers and Streams” to Michael.

Online News

One bit of news is that the online magazine
“Hatches” will no longer be published monthly.
However, it is not disappearing. New articles will
be added, but without deadlines, so that they will
appear more less as submitted afterf any
necessary editing. The newest articles include:

Doing Your Nails by Royce Stearns
http://www.hatchesmagazine.com/page/month/3
20

The Hunter by Randall Thorpe
http://www.hatchesmagazine.com/page/month/3
19

Nasty by Len Harris
http://www.hatchesmagazine.com/page/month/3
18

Requiem for a Four Weight, by John Berry
http://www.hatchesmagazine.com/page/month/3
17

The Chicken or the Egg by Mike Wilhelm
http://www.hatchesmagazine.com/page/month/3
16



Somewhere | can walk alone by Greg Seitz
http://www.hatchesmagazine.com/page/month/3
15

Freshwater Fly of the Month

V-Worm

Hooks: No 3 Bass hook and No 12-14 nymph
hook.
Thread 3/0 color to match.
Foam tail cut like a "drop”, color to match
chenille.

2 strands of pearl chenille, any color (black
and purple have been hot for me).
5-10 inches of 20 Ib mono. You can use
spider wire for better worm action/less
stiffness)

Lead wire.

Hourglass eyes to match fly size.

The bass are getting close to bedding, and so
some type of slow moving worm would be a good
addition to the flybox. This is a modification of an
old pattern.

Tying Instructions:

1. Set the foam tail over the nymph hook,
covering about half the shank. Take thread to
front.

2. Set both pieces of chenille and mono on the
small hook. Secure and whip finish.

3. Loosely braid the mono and chenille. You'll
need at least two pieces of chenille and one of
line to do this. Remove everything from vise.

4. Attach the large hook to your vise. secure the
rest of the chenille and mono, and form the
body. Add hourglass eyes, and whip finish.

5. It's always a good idea to tie bass flies using
weedguards.

The original V-worm had atail of chenille, but the
foam tail will float the end of the worm up,
mimicking the plastic bass worm.

Presentation: Slow retrieve across bed, pausing
and shaking often results in hook-ups

Saltwater Fly of the Month

Verveka Bait Fish

Hook: 2/0 mustad
Thread- Mono
Body- EZ body tubing
Tail- forked saddle hackle
head- eyes imbedded in Epoxy

Tying Instructions:

Very simple--- as you see it... tie in the front and
rear...rear with cut fork saddle hackle, tie in front
and trim excess off. cover head with epoxy. You
can make this bait fish any length and also use a
magic marker to have different color toppings.
Because of the versatility of the length of the body,
this fly casn be used to imitate mullet, silversides,
etc. Playing with the magic markers one can
come very close to the colrs of the natural baitfish
encountered. This is a ver quick tie. It should be
fished as any streamer: experiment with strip
speeds, stops and starts an gick darts to mimic an
injured bait fish.




Mar 15-17

Mar 16-18

Mar 17
Mar 20

Mar 20

Mar 26

Mar 26

Mar 29

Apr 3

Apr 9

Apr 17

Apr 17

Calendar

Sowbug Roundup 9 am - 4 pm

Redeemer Lutheran Church Family Life
Center, 307 W. North St., mountain Home,
AR

LDWF Qutdoors Woman weekend
Camp Grant Walker, Pollack, LA, more info
here

Paddlepalooza IV, paddlecraft fishing
tournament  ?  Leeville, LA

North Lousiana Fly Fishers Meeting, 7 pm
,Camp Forbing, LA

Contraband Fly Casters Meeting, 6 pm
tying, 7 pm meeting, Room 204, Kirkman
Hall, McNeese campus, Lake Charles, LA
Red Stick Fly Fishers Fly Tying, 7 pm,
Wildlife and Fisheries Bldg., Quail Dr., Baton
Rouge, LA

Ouchita River Fly Fishers Meeting, 7 pm, 226
Lakeside Dr., Monroe, LA

New Orleans Fly Fishers Meeting, 7:30 pm,
Whitney Bank Bldg, 1441 Metairie Road,
Metairie LA

Acadiana Fly Rodders Meeting, 6 pm,

Grace Presbyterian Church, 518 Roselawn
Blvd., Lafayette, LA

Red Stick Fly Fishers Meeting, 7 pm,
Wildlife and Fisheries Bldg., Quail Dr., Baton
Rouge, LA

North Lousiana Fly Fishers Meeting, 7 pm,
Camp Forbing, LA

Contraband Fly Casters Meeting 6 pm,
tying, 7 pm meeting Room 204, Kirkman
Hall, McNeese campus, Lake Charles, LA

Officers

President: Ron Begnaud, 337/477-7584,
redchaser@redchaser.com

Vice President: Mark Delaney, 337/475-5956
(Off), 337/477-3845 (Home),
chemprof2001@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Danny Williams, 337/479-4077,
dwilliams@Ilwcpafirm.com

Club e-mail address:

contrabandflycasters@yahoo.com , messages
will come from “Jean Lafitte”

Club website:
http://www.contrabandflycasters.com

Webmaster: Ron Begnaud, 337/477-7584,
redchaser@redchaser.com




