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She took a deep breath and held it, tasting the sweetness of real air. She looked all around her. Finally, they’d done it. Voyager had made it home. She looked sadly to her family behind her; almost all of them were hugging someone whom had come to welcome them back to Earth. Her eyes scanned over the people. 

He would be here somewhere, he too would be most likely alone. Finding him watching her just like she was, the crew was joyously meeting real family and friends. She took the necessary steps to close the gap in between them. 


Once at his side, they wrapped their arms around each other. They held each other tight, as never before and it might have been seconds, maybe even hours later, before Kathryn lifted her face from his chest. When she did, she looked into his eyes, letting him see the sadness in them. 
"It’s like being lost in the Delta Quadrant all over again isn’t it?" He whispered to her. 
"Yes, is certainly feels that way. It seems like we’re loosing our closest friends again." 
"Oh but we have for a while. Our family Kathryn, will be apart, spread all over this quadrant, but in our hearts we shall always be together, on Voyager. I am sure that once the festivities are over… 


She quieted him by pressing a finger to his lips. She took hold of one of his hands and brought him a slight distance away from the crowd of watching people. They found a quiet spot far off from the group, and Kathryn let herself cry. 


Chakotay held her, soothed her, letting her cry. There was little he could do, but hold his closest, friend as he was now. He patted down her hair, his arms wound around her tightly, as he fought off his own tears. 


Finally Kathryn’s sobs came to a stop, and he backed off a little so that he could look into her eyes and said softly, "Feeling better?" 


"Yes, a little. Thank You Chakotay." And without a thought, she moved slightly and met his lips for a soft gentle kiss that was filled with a promise of the future. 


The End? 



