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Mark 3

Opposition
From our last study (and also from our previous Matthew study), when Jesus heals the man in Capernaum (Mark 2 / Matthew 9 / Luke 5) he also forgives him of his sins.  At this point, he immediately begins to encounter opposition.  His opposition comes from the established religious leaders of that day, who in turn conspire with the political leaders, etc…Jesus took his message to those who he felt most needed it.  He doesn’t spend much of his time with the religious / Godly leaders, but rather with the people who needed God in their lives.  

2: 16-17     


…”Jesus and the disciples were sitting and having supper with a collection of reputable guests.  Unlikely as it seems, more than a few of them had become followers.  The religious scholars and Pharisees saw him keeping this kind of company and said …’What kind of example is this, keeping company with riff-raff?  Jesus answered, ‘who needs a doctor, the healthy or the sick?’
2:18-22   Why don’t you fast?

2: 23-28  Why do you work on the Sabbath?

3: 1-12    Why do you heal on the Sabbath?

4 Parables  (Read from the Message)
1. Soil  4: 1-20

· Seed is sown (planted)

Some falls on the road and the birds eat it

Some falls in gravel and grows, but never develops roots

Some falls in the weeds, and is choked out as it grows by the weeds

Some falls on good earth and it flourishes

2. A Lamp 4: 21-25
· Is a light to be hidden or used to illuminate?

3. Growing Seed 4:26 – 29

· The Kingdom of God is like…

4. A Mustard Seed 4: 30-34

· Again, the Kingdom of God, like a small seed that takes root and begins to grow, has the ability to mature into something of greatness.

More Miracles:

4:35 Storm is calmed


5: 1  A madman healed


5: 25 Woman with a blood disorder healed


5: 35  A synagogue leader’s daughter healed


6: 32  5,000 are fed

6:  45  Walking on Water


7: 24  Heals a young girl


7: 31 Heals a deaf and mute man


8: 22 A blind man healed

More opposition
7: 1 Pharisees and scribes take offense that some of Jesus’ disciples are neglecting the purity laws of ritual washing of hands prior to meals. 


…”This people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me…” (KJV)


…” There is nothing from outside a man, that entering into him can make him unclean; but the things which come out of him, those the things that make him unclean…” 

8: 11-12  “Proof” vs. “Faith”  

The Pharisees press Jesus for a sign.  They want him to prove his worth, to show signs and give evidence to them of what and who he was.  Jesus refused to be pressed into a corner of jumping through “proof hoops” (my term).  
Why would Jesus refuse their request?

What validates my belief?  

Am I able to maintain my system of belief during opposition?  

I can only be opposed if I am about something
NOTES:
