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“I SENTI A1 AWAKENI NG’

FADE | N:

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - AFTERNOON

North of Ariel, in the forests of the nountain, a YOUNG
DRAGON st ands over top of a BOY bleeding to death from
mul tiple bite and cl aw wounds.

The dragon | ooks to the northeast where a big nountain cat
wal ks away.

Villagers run to the young boy, the dragon hops back fromthe
body.

They wal k up to the dragon. It watches them wunafraid. The
villagers KILL it with swords and spears.

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - MEADOW - EVEN NG

Heavy rain and THUNDER. A neadow with drenched swordsnen
archers and cavaliers. They stand over dead conrades and
dr agons.

Lords SATURI (38) and NECI DAL(36) stand at the back of the
battlefield with the ARCH W ZARD, MADRI US(62) .

Madrius is five-foot six with greying hair. He is fairly
chubby and wears a big grey robe. He holds a staff with a
crystal orb held in the end by interwoven wood carvi ngs.

Lord FALTOR(41) saunters over.
FALTOR
(concer ned)
How much | onger before Kuragon

appears?

Fal tor gl ances at the drenched sol di ers.

Copyright, Christiaan Laan, 2005
www. geoci ties. conm conflictscripts/ hone. ht n



SATURI
Not much | onger.

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - CAVE - EVEN NG

W zards, EAGRET(45) and KILIN(33), hold a force field over
top of the cave. They have short brown hair and wear brown
r obes.

They strain fromthe power exhausted into the barrier, their
cl ot hes are soaked.

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - MEADON - EVEN NG

An | MVENSE cl ash of THUNDER shatters the sky. KURAGON, king
of dragons, flies out fromthe nountain vol cano just to the
northwest. He is twice the size of any other dragon.

He pauses in the air flapping his w ngs, then speeds towards
the armes with BLOOD CURDLI NG CRI ES

Lord GREDIN(31), a man with gol den hair, stands before an
arnmy of archers. He wears dianond pl ated arnor

GREDI N
(screani ng)
Archers ready your bows!

Gedin pulls two ARROAS out of his quiver and notches them
atop one another on his giant bow.

MADRI US
When | raise the barrier, fire at
willl
Kuragon is getting close.
Madrius’'s face is |i ke stone.

Kuragon rears his head back, flying dangerously fast.
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MADRI US
(whi spers under breath)
Ista barrichi tes vorde omista
nui no.

Kuragon CRASHES into the barrier that appears before him He
CRI ES out.

Fi ve-hundred arrows fly towards Kuragon, many hit.

Gredin GLARES down the shafts of his arrows. He pulls his
arm back as far as he can and lets go.

The arrows connect with Kuragon'’s skull. He crashes into the
steam ng, bl ood soaked nmud. Kuragon is dead.

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - CAVE - EVEN NG

Madri us nmout hs words while waving his staff and free hand
towards the cave entrance. A MRAGE starts to appear before
t he cave.

Tears run down his dirtied face as the barrier is al npst
conpl eted. Dragons can be seen flying in the chasmon the
other side of it.

MADRI US (V. Q)
Al'l this over a child that wasn’'t
even killed by a dragon, and now we
condemm themto an eternity
under gr ound.

The mirage blends into the surroundings, it is conplete.
Madrius |l owers his arns.

MADRI US (V. Q)
This is not the last tine that
dragons would fly over Isentia.
( MORE)
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MADRI US( cont ' d)
The day will cone that will see al
wrongs undone, and the trust that
man and dragon once had will be
restored.

ROLL TITLE

EXT. OCEAN OF SHARDS - AFTERNOON

Sun gleans off the Ocean of Shards. The ocean spreads as far
as the eye can see. On the horizon lay nountains and a
marble city on the coast.

EXT. ESSILLY - AFTERNOON

In the center of Essilly Bay, sunlight gleans off of a glass
building on an island. The building is connected by bridges
to the northeast and sout heast of the island.

A bridge connects the building directly to the Commonweal t h
in the east. The bridge is pearly-white.

I SIETH (V. Q)
It is with great honour, and
sorrow, that |I take up this throne.
The passing of our parents has |eft
us a lot to think about and a great
grief throughout the city...

I NT. GLASS BUI LDI NG - AFTERNCON

A bal cony overl ooks tens of thousands of citizens. At the
edge of the bal cony, |SIETH(20) |ooks upon them

Isieth is beautiful, chestnut brown hair, standing five-foot
four. She wears a tiara and an enerald green gown lined with

sapphi re bl ue.

Beside Isieth, the lords crown rests on a pedestal.
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ATHOR(14), her brother, sits behind the pedestal | ooking at
her .

At hor has golden hair with a young energetic face. He wears
a sapphire blue cloak with enerald green trim He is strong,
five-foot five.

CHANCELLOR VELLI N(47) stands to Isieth’s right. He is al nost
six-feet tall with greying brown hair. H's face is wi se and
he wears a white robe with a blue sash

Behind Isieth sits six council nmenbers, nen in their early to
md-fifties. Their white robes are acconpanied with a green
sash.

Isieth glances over the crowm for a nonent.

| SI ETH ( CONT’ D)
...Let us take this summer to |ift
ourselves up and continue to live
out the | egacy of our departed
lord, ny father.

Isieth raises her hands, palnms to the citizens.

| SI ETH
To the future and what it hol ds!
Let this city and all of this
provi nce be bl essed!

CHEERS fill the building.

Isieth |owers her hands, a smle on her face. Tears formin
her eyes.

She takes two steps back, then turns to the great marble
bri dge behind the council nenbers. She |eaves the hall.

At hor gets up and runs after her.

The council nenbers all stand as Vellin goes to the edge of
t he bal cony.
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EXT. MARBLE BRI DGE - AFTERNOON

Isieth stops on the bridge half way between the Comobnweal th
and the glass building. She |ooks back, Athor catches up to
her .

VELLIN (O S.)
Let this be the tinme when a | ady

first rules our lands... the
centuries now give way to the reign
of Isieth!

She turns, he cones to a stop in front of her. Tears cone
out of her eyes, she hugs Athor close. They hug for a |ong
tinme.

EXT. COMMONWEALTH - | SIETH S BALCONY - NI GHT
Isieth | ooks at the ocean and her city beyond the gl ass
buil ding. She wears a silk nightgown of violet and sapphire.

Her hair and gown bl ow gently in the breeze.

She | ooks down at the marble bridge, now lit by many torches
at equal intervals.

DREAM

I NT. COMVONWEALTH - BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Isieth kneels next to a bed with a fair, mddl e aged wonan

| yi ng beneath the blankets. Her name is ISILIA(42). She has
bl ack hair, pale skin and |ight blue veins visible on her
face.

Isieth’s face is wet with tears.
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I SILIA
The time has cone for you to show
your true strength. You nust be
strong, for you and your brother.

Isilia closes her eyes for a nonent.

I SILIA
Watch over him He is young, and
his enotions control himoften
(pause)
You will be a lady |like there has
never been..

Isilia s eyes close, her breathing slows. It gets

slower...slower...then stops. |Isieth drops her head on the

bed and CRIES into the bl ankets.

A faint KNOCKI NG on wood. A second KNOCKING this tine

| ouder, then a third, |ouder again.

END DREAM

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - | SI ETH S BEDROOM - MORNI NG

I sieth awakes with a sudden jolt. She is sweating.

KNOCKI NG cones from her bedroom door.
VELLIN (O S.)
Lady Isieth, are you awake? There
is soneone here fromthe province
of Dreadon to see you.

She gets out of the bed.

I NT. HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Vel lin stands at a door. The door opens, revealing Isieth.
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VELLI N
Is everything alright?

| SI ETH
Yes, everything is fine. Wuo is
her e?

VELLI N

H's nane is Radek. He is waiting
in the foyer.

| SI ETH
"Il be down shortly.

Vellin bows. | sieth cl oses the door.

EXT. WATCHTOWER OF | SCI TH - MORNI NG

GALI DON(24), with long black hair in common cl ot hes, cones up
fromthe stairwell to the top of the tower.

BERN(18), with red hair and simlar clothing to Galidon,
sits in a chair |ooking out over the water. Nothing but fog.

Galidon taps his shoulder. Bern |ooks up at himwth his
tired face.

BERN
I was wondering when you woul d get
up. There is sone gwath left in
the pot should you need a little
sonmething to junp start the
nor ni ng.

Gal idon wal ks over to a table with a wooden cup and netal pot
onit. He pours a black liquid into the cup fromthe pot.

GALI| DON
Not much to see this norning.

Bern stands up, Galidon takes his chair.
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BERN
Shoul d cl ear up shortly.

Bern does a long yawn, stretching his arns out.
BERN

I f chance would have it that you
need anyt hi ng, come wake ne up.

GALI DON
Li ke that day wll ever cone. Cet
a good rest. 1’|l get you when ny
shift is up.

Bern wal ks down the stairwell.
Galidon | ooks into the fog, then down at his cup. He swirls
the black liquid in the cup with both of his hands, then

drinks it all down.

He shakes his face, now conpletely awake. He |ooks back into
the fog, it starts to recede a little.

A shadow appears in the fog. Galidon steps up to the edge of
the tower and | ooks into the fog.

An ENORMOUS bl ack ship, full of black sails, drifts out of
the fog. 1t |ooks very ghostly.

Gal idon stunbles back fromthe rail, |oses his balance and
drops his cup. He craws back to the edge of the tower, his
eyes watch the ship.

The ship drifts by steadily, a glinpse of |light stares back
at himfromthe stern.

The fog thickens, the ship di sappears.

I NT. WATCHTOWER - BEDROOM - MORNI NG
Galidon bursts into the doorl ess sleeping quarters.
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GALI DON
Bern, get up! | sawit, | saw the
ship! W nmust hurry!

Bern turns over in his bed, he blinks rapidly a few tines.

BERN
What shi p?

GALI DON
The ship fromthe riddle. Cone on

Bern gets up and follows Galidon out of the room

I NT. WATCHTOWER OF | SCI TH - ENTRANCE - MORNI NG

Gal idon and Bern wal k quickly towards the main door through
the enpty entrance.

BERN
Chhhhh, that riddle.

To the right of the main doors, inscribed in the wall, is
three Iines of l|arge text.

GAL| DON
(reading inscription)
When death drifts by...
A shadow in the dark..
Look to the roomw th an anci ent
mark. . .

Gal i don stares at the inscription.
GALI DON
(puzzl ed)
What do you suppose the last line
refers to?
Bern's head drops slowy to his chest, his eyes close slowy.
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Gal i don sl aps Bern on the arm and he awakens.

BERN
An anci ent mark?
(pause)
In the dining room on the floor
next to the fire place. There is
an anci ent synbol that the |ight
barely reaches.

I NT. WATCHTOWNER OF | SCI TH - DI NI NG ROOM - MORNI NG
In the corner next to the fire place is a pal msized ancient
synbol barely lit. It is atriangle with circles at the

corners and a circle in the mddle of the triangle.

Bern and Galidon walk to the corner, |ooking closely at the
fl oor.

BERN
(pointing at the synbol)
There.
Gal i don kneel s down and presses slowy on the synbol. Metal
GEARS turn behind the walls. The wall in the corner slides

away.

There is a dark, circular stairwell going steeply into the
darkness. Bern stares in amazenent.

Gal i don takes the nearest torch off of the wall and wal ks to
the top step.

GAL| DON
Let’'s find out where it | eads.

He proceeds down the steps, Bern follows. Long shadows cast
down the stairs as they di sappear around the spiral.
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I NT. COMVONWEALTH - COVMON ROOM - MORNI NG

Many chairs and sofas of soft, |ight coloured fabrics are
neatly placed throughout the room Low coffee and desert
tables are with each set of sofas and chairs.

In a chair close to the tall glass wi ndows sits RADEK(28).

He is a big man, six-feet tall, wearing cloaked arnor of
yellow. His hair is md cut, nessy and red. Hi s |long sword,
belt and sheath | ean against the side of the chair.

Vellin sits in a sofa near him sone cookies on a tray sit on
t he table.

Radek picks up a cookie and bites into it.

VELLI N
...and how are things to the east?
| trust the sumer crops nust be
nearing full capacity?

Radek finishes off the cookie.

RADEK

The crops ook truly exquisite this
year. Al of Dreadon is yellow
wi th wheat and the green of the
corn fields roll over the hills as
far as you can see.

(pause)
This is the first year that | can
honestly say that Dreadon has
earned its title of the gol den
| and.

Vel lin picks up a cookie and | ooks it over.
VELLI N

The picture in ny mnd is nore
beauti ful then words can descri be.
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I SIETH (O. S.)
It sounds like a dream..a very
good dream

Isieth wal ks into the commbn room and takes a seat next to
Vellin. Vellin puts the cookie in his nmouth and chews.

Radek stands up and kneels, tipping his forehead down to his

knee.

He st ands.
letter.

RADEK
My lady. |’ m Radek, captain of the
Dr eadon arny.

He reaches into his cloak and pulls out a seal ed

RADEK
It grieves nme to hear of your
parents passing, and you have ny
condol ences. M lord, Farix, bids
me give this nessage to the lord of
Ascat h.

Isieth reaches forward and takes the letter from Radek’s
ext ended hand.

| SI ETH
That woul d be ne, except | am no
lord, I ama lady, and this is ny
province to rule. You nmay sit
mast er Radek.

Radek sits down in his chair. Isieth reads over the letter

| SI ETH
This letter says that the cerenony
is to be held in three days, isn't
that a little short notice?
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RADEK
Yes, | amrunning a little late.
Too nmuch time with the |adies you
see.

Radek grins. Isieth’s face remains calm

| SI ETH
When do we | eave?

RADEK
This afternoon. | would |ike to be
in Ariel by sun down.

| SI ETH
Very well. Vellin, | shall need a
guard of four along w th Comrander
Darwin ready to go in a few hours.

VELLI N
Yes, ny | ady.

Vellin bows and | eaves the room Radek takes anot her cookie
and bites into it.

RADEK
(chew ng)
Wuld it be possible to get a real

meal ?

He smles, Isieth |aughs.

I NT. WATCHTONER OF | SCI TH - BASEMENT - MORNI NG
Bern and Galidon step off of the stairs into a very snall
roomout of breath. The wall right before themis covered in

vines. On the wall to the left is another inscription.

Gal i don holds the torch to the wall.
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GALI DON
(reading inscription)
A legend |lies beyond this door..
To awaken and sl eep no nore..
For his body to be restored..
Be sure to pull the right cord...

BERN
Geat, | |love riddles.

Gal i don observes the vines closely, feeling over themwth
hi s hands.

GAL| DON
All | see are vines.

He feels through them The vines are all tangled.

BERN
Try the right vine.

GALI DON
What do you think I'’mtrying to
find?

BERN
No, | nean the vine on the right.

Gal i don checks the vine on the right fromtop to bottom It
is loosely grown anong the other vines, unattached. He pulls
on it. The vines disappear, the wall turns inwards.

I NT. MADRI US' S CHAMBER - MORNI NG

Bern and Galidon wal k through the room Lit torches are on
the walls, a fireplace with a pot to the right, a chair and
table covered in old books to the left.

The roomis coated in dust, save the path Bern and Gali don

wal k to a door in the back of the room
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BERN
Who woul d Iive way down here?

GAL| DON
| have an idea...

Gal i don opens the door.

I NT. MADRI US S COT ROOM - MORNI NG

Light fills the tiny room Galidon and Bern step into the
doorway. Madrius(562) sits on the old cot, |ooking very well
rested.

GALI DON
(shocked)
It can’t be! The tales say you
di ed. ..

Galidon drops to a knee and lowers his forehead to it.

BERN
Can’t be who? He seens |like an old
man awakened fromthe crypt.

Madri us stands up and puts a hand gently on Galidon’s
shoul der, he stands up.

MADRI US
Nei t her of you are right, nor are
you wong. | have slept for five
centuries, dead if you wll, to be
awakened at the right nonent. It
woul d seem t hat nonment has cone.

GALI DON
But why? Wouldn't you have rather
died wwth the ones you served?

Madrius picks up a cup froma little table next to the cot
and dips it in a wooden bucket of strangely fresh water.
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MADRI US
I did not serve anyone, except for
our god, the Maker. It was he that

gave ne this power, and allowed ne
to see many things.

He puts down the cup and wal ks to the doorway. Bern steps
back into the main room Madrius grabs his staff fromthe
corner by the door.

I NT. MADRI US' S CHAMBER - MORNI NG

Madri us wal ks qui ckly through the roomfollowed by Bern and
Gal i don.

MADRI US
W nust hurry. Every mnute brings
us cl oser to our doom

EXT. WATCHTOWNER OF | SCI TH - AFTERNOON

Madri us takes a deep breath of the outside air. On the big
doors of the tower is inscribed the sane riddle fromthe

i nsi de.

He wal ks to the horses in the makeshift stall just down the
sl ope.

MADRI US
W nust ride to Essilly and warn
the lord there.

Gal i don and Bern exchange | ooks.

GALI DON
W cannot |eave. Qur famly is
bound to this tower.

Madri us picks up the reins fromone of the horses and turns
to the brothers.
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MADRI US
The fate of your famly takes a
different path now The towers
pur pose has been fulfilled. | bind
you to ne, now, to help in the
awakeni ng of Isentia.

Madri us mounts on the horse he was hol ding.

MADRI US
W will stop in Tillema to get
anot her hor se.

Gal i don nounts the other horse in the stall, Bern junps on
behi nd him

They ride down the slope to the ocean waters. Wen they hit
the water to the south of the tower, the tower crunbles into
rubble. Bern | ooks back, seeing nothing but dust where the
t ower was.

EXT. BLACK SHI P - AFTERNOON

KI NG PRENZI A(48) stands at the steering wheel of the ship.
He is just over six feet tall, slimwth long black hair and
beard, wearing a silvery blue cloak.

The deck is bustling with activity. Mercenaries tend to the
sails, others doing war drills on the open deck.

SESH(39) clinbs up the stairs to Prenzia's left. He is five-
foot seven with curly brown hair and a scruffy face. His
robe is light brown.

He stands next to Prenzia and watches the deck activities.
SESH
Are you sure we are doing the right
t hi ng?

Prenzia gives hima quick glance, then | ooks back at the sea.
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PRENZI A
Roderick saved ny life. He wants
to make our ki ngdons one.

Sesh steps forward to the rail and leans on it.

SESH
Way not unite the kingdonms and make
the people of this land apart of
it? Mich blood will be Iost.

PRENZI A
I would prefer to try that option
but Roderick does not believe it to
be such a sinple matter. There is
a power that he seeks here that he
does not think wll be given away
SO easily. Barbarians...that is
what he said awaits us.

Sesh turns back to the king.

SESH
I will be ready and willing. | do
not agree with this course of
action, but you are ny king.

Sesh sal utes and goes back down the stairs.

Prenzia pulls up his telescope fromhis belt and | ooks
towards the land. There is a small village in sight, two
horses bearing three riders approach it fromthe north shore.
EXT. TILLEMA - AFTERNOON

Boats fish in the bay, people walk the small village streets.

Madrius tends to three horses tied to a stake in the ground
outside of a small cottage near the wharf.
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Bern and Galidon energe fromthe cottage, each carrying a
full sack over their shoulders. They |ook around the
village, then throw their sacks over their horses.

GALI DON
Chi | dhood nenories may be all |
have left of this place. War is
said to bring out the best and
wor st in ones character, but
sitting back awaiting the final
outconme can tw st one into things
much wor se.

Bern | ooks his brother directly in the eyes.

BERN
If war is to cone, then that is
where I will go. There is nothing
left for us here, brother.

Madri us wal ks up between the brothers and puts a hand on each
of their shoulders, gripping themsolidly. He |ooks at both
for a nmonment, then nmounts on his horse.

The brothers nmount after Mdrius, and they ride out of
Tillema al ong the shoreline, the volcanic nmountain in the
east .

EXT. ESSILLY - EAST GATE - AFTERNOON

Radek, Isieth and four palace guards ride out of Essilly with
one nore guard trailing.

The | ast guard is COVWANDER DARW N(38). He is about the sane
bui | d as Radek, wears blue cloaking, a long sword sheathed in
his belt. H's hair is long, brown and free fl ow ng.

Isieth is wearing her tiara with | oose pants and shirt of
[ight blue. Her mediumlength, light SWORD is tied to the
saddl e near a bl ack sack
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Each horse has two saddl e bags.

RADEK
FromAriel, it will be another two
days ride to Madri a.

| SI ETH
Madria? Aren’t the cerenpnies held
in the capital ?

RADEK
Lord Farix thinks that Madria woul d
be nore convenient to all | ords.

It saves us a days ride, which I am
t hankful for

Radek gives Isieth a smle

The group ride off at speed to the east.

EXT. ASCATH - AFTERNOON

I sieth, Radek and the guards enter a big forest at the base
of the nountain.

EXT. ASCATH - EVEN NG

I sieth, Radek and the guards energe fromthe forest and ride
up a hill of grass and shrubs near the south waters of
Ascath. They stop at the top

RADEK
(poi nting east)
We are al nost there.

There is a river wwth a wooden bridge crossing into Ariel.
Lights fromthe town are easily nmade out in the | ate eveni ng.
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EXT. ARIEL - N GAT

I sieth, Radek and the guards ride down the quiet streets of
Ariel. Candle |ight shines through wi ndows all around.

One house has its door open.
A strong man wat ches them pass by fromthe shadow of his

doorway, a twinkle in his eyes. He gives a slight bowwth
his head and cl oses his door, unseen.

EXT. INN - STABLES - N GHT

I sieth, Radek and the guards ride into the stables. Two
stabl e boys run out to get the horses fromthem as they
di smount .

They walk to the inn, Isieth carrying her black sack.

INT. INN - LOBBY - N GHT

DRUNKEN LAUGHTER and LOUD VO CES cone fromthe dining hall as
t hey approach the front counter.

The INN KEEPER i s a short, chubby man with | ong greying hair
and beard. He watches attentively from behind the counter.

Isieth sees himand quickly takes off her tiara and places it
in her black sack.

I NN KEEPER
Wel cone back master Radek. Your
roons are prepared as requested...
(pause)
...and this nust be young Lady...

He is silenced by Radek’s left index finger.
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RADEK
We do not wish to draw any unwant ed
attention to oursel ves.

Radek |lowers his hand. Isieth steps up to the counter

| SI ETH
My business is not of the court, so
I wish not to be known.

She pulls sonme gold coins out of her black sack and pl aces
t hem on the counter

| SI ETH
A tip, in exchange for secrecy.

The inn keeper slowy grabs the coins and pulls out seven
keys from under the counter.

| NN KEEPER
Your request is ny promse. You
have ny word, ny | ady.
(pointing to his right)
Pl ease, enjoy a hot neal and sone
dri nk.

He hands over the keys.

INT. INN - DI NING HALL - NI GHT
I sieth, Radek and the guards sit at a round, well nade table
near a big fire place. The fire burns hot. The hall is

fairly full with people drinking.

The table is |laden with food: stew, roast, bread, fruits. A
nmetal goblet of wine is before each of them

| sieth pushes her plate away, still half full.
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| SI ETH
| shoul d have thought about ny
tiara before riding into Ariel.

RADEK
(swal | owi ng)
|’ msure...nobody...noticed it. It

was quite dark when we arrived.
Isieth watches the tendrils of fire dancing.

| SI ETH
You are probably right. It wll be
a while before I'"m adjusted. Being
a lady is nore then just a title.

DARW N
There is none of us here that can
claimto relate to what you have to
go through.

Isieth takes one | ast drink.

| SI ETH
There will be plenty of tinme to get
t hi ngs under control.

RADEK
Li ke any other lord, you are not
al one to govern. You do have the
council. They should prove to be
very useful

| SI ETH
Yes, everything wll be fine.
Isieth smles.
| SI ETH
If you Il excuse ne, it is getting

|ate. Good night.
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Isieth gets up fromthe table.

RADEK
Sl eep wel | .

DARW N
Good ni ght.

Radek, Darwin and the other four guards all bow their heads
to her as she | eaves.

INT. I NN - BEDROOM - NI GHT

Isieth flops herself on the bed, staring at the ceiling.
Moonl i ght streams in through the half closed curtains.

ISILIA (V. Q)

(qui et)
You will be a lady like there has
never been..

Tears trickle from her eyes.

ISILIA (V.0O)
You nust be strong...

Isieth smles faintly and drifts off to sleep.

INT. INN - DINING HALL - NI GHT

Radek and Darwin sit at the table. It is now cleared. They
both drink down their wi ne.

The rest of the hall is enpty. The fire burns low. A young
SERVI NG LADY in a sea blue dress puts sonme nore wood on the
fire, then wal ks to Radek and Darwin's table.

SERVI NG LADY

Sone nore w ne?
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Darwi n | ooks her over.

DARW N
One | ast round | think.

Radek gives a nod and the | ady takes their goblets away.
DARW N
You are young to be a captain, are

you not ?

Radek sits back in his chair and takes a deep breath.

RADEK
| am \Was upped to captain four
nonths ago. Can’t even call it a

pronotion really. W were doing a
routine training exercise when a
spear was w ldly thrown, piercing
the captain’s lung. He died soon
after. The one responsible was
thrown in the hole for two weeks
with hardly any food. | was naned
captain a few days | ater

The serving lady returns with two full goblets of w ne.

SERVI NG LADY
Anyt hing el se for you this evening?

DARW N
Thank you dear, but | think that
will be all for tonight.

She curtseys and wal ks off. They toast their goblets to one
anot her and both take a drink.

DARW N
Accidents are the Maker’s way of
keeping us aware that not all is
well. Death is never an accident,

even when it is by a disease.
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RADEK
Di sease? |s that what took her
parents?

DARW N
Yes, both within a matter of days.
It wll take sone tinme for her to
get over the loss, but she has
proven herself stronger then nost
had anti ci pat ed.

Radek takes a big drink, alnost draining his goblet.

RADEK
No one is really ever dead, so |ong
as they are renenbered. Even in
| oss, one can still find a
happi ness.

Darwi n and Radek finish off their w ne.

DARW N
Very true. Tinme can heal the
bi ggest of sorrows.

RADEK
Havi ng such | oyal followers helps a
great deal too.

DARW N
Loyal followers yes, but even the
| oyal i st can be a fool and drink
t oo nuch.

They both LAUGH Darwin stands up a little tipsy.

DARW N
The bed calls ny friend.

RADEK
Too right. Perhaps next we speak,
it will be over sone water instead.
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They do a drunken wal k out of the hall.

EXT. ARIEL - MORN NG

Isieth and the others ride down the main road al ong the bay,
her tiara still off. They pass by the docks where a few
fishermen are getting ready for the day.

One in particular, KURIEN(33), is packing a duffel bag and
wooden staff on to a small boat.

He has long black hair, with a beard and wears a |long red
robe. He |ooks up and gives a wave towards Isieth, a tw nkle
in his eyes.

She waves back, Radek noddi ng his head towards him

| SI ETH
Do you think he knows?

DARW N
He probably just thinks we are
travellers. | doubt he can discern
us fromthat far.

| sieth wat ches Kurien packing his boat for a nonent | onger,
t hen | ooks forward.

| SI ETH
Probably right.

They reach the end of Ariel and take off at a gallop. A few
merchants watch them go by.

EXT. ARIEL - DOCK - MORN NG

Kurien unties his boat fromthe dock and rows sout hwest al ong
the west of the bay. Wen he hits the outer edge of the

peni nsul a, he raises the sail and whi spers under his breath,
the wi nd changes direction and carries himto the west.
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EXT. ASCATH - MORNI NG
Galidon, Bern and Madrius ride at a blistering pace to the

south. Essilly's walls appear on the horizon, the horses are
exhaust ed.

EXT. ESSILLY - MORN NG

They ride through the streets of Essilly to the Commonweal t h.

EXT. COMVONWEALTH - MORNI NG

They wal k up to the big, double door main entrance. Madrius
KNOCKS t he brass knocking ring three tinmes. The door opens.
I NT. COMMONWEALTH - LOBBY - MORNI NG

Vellin takes his hand off the door handl e and sees the three
of them He wears a sl eeping robe.

VELLI N
What can | do for you at this early
hour ?

MADRI US
| am Madrius, | have...

Vellin drops to his knees and bows. Madrius hits himon the
shoul der with his staff.

MADRI US
There is no tinme for that, get up.
| have urgent news.

Vellin rises and bows his head again. At the top of the
stairs, Athor peaks around the corner, watching closely.
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VELLI N
Do cone in.

He steps back. Madrius enters, followed by Galidon, then
Ber n.

VELLI N
Shall | call for sonme food and
dri nk?

MADRI US

That woul d be npst ki nd.

Vellin |l eads them by the stairwell towards the west of the
bui | di ng.

I NT. COMVONWEALTH - COVMON ROOM - MORNI NG

Bern is asleep on one of the sofas. Galidon struggles to
stay awake, eating soup and bread. Madrius is |ooking out at
t he bay.

VELLI N
A death ship you say? What does it
mean?

Madrius takes a seat in the chair closest to Bern.

MADRI US
There is an attack comng within
days. Your lord nust prepare the
city.

VELLI N
Lady Isieth has gone to Madria for
the cerenony. She won’t be back
for another six days or so.

Madri us’ eyes open wi de, big bags beneath t hem
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MADRI US
She? Now this is a surprise, but
not the time for details. You are
t he chancel l or, you nust meke the
arrangenents to defend this city.

VELLI N
How do you know this?

MADRI US
During ny dormancy, |’ve seen this
play in ny mnd over and over.
Even before | slept. Bern and
Galidon here are the keepers of the
tower where | slept. They woke ne.

GALI DON
The tower is no nore. W bring our
fate to the hands of war.

Vellin | ooks at Bern.

VELLI N
(concern)
How big will the attack be?

MADRI US
I do not know. Set up watches
around the clock, patrol the shores

to the south. | will ride to
Madria this afternoon.
(pause)

This is a war that concerns us all.
Gal i don | ooks at Madri a.

GALI DON
There is no way you are going
W t hout ne.

MADRI US
VWhat of Bern?
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GALI DON
He's used to nme not being around.
We rarely saw each other at the
t owner .

FOOTSTEPS on the marble floor. Athor enters the comon room
Vellin stands and bows to him

VELLI N
Good norning nmaster Athor. Wuld

you care to join us?

Athor’s eyes are fixed on Vellin.

ATHOR
There is no reason | can’t act in
my sisters stead, Vellin. | amthe
rightful heir to the throne.
(pause)
Whet her or not you like it, I wll

fight anyone that invades and do ny
fam |y proud.

Vellin sits down.

VELLI N
This is not the time to discuss
this. Have a seat.

ATHOR
There is nothing to discuss. |
shoul d i ssue the commuands!

At hor stornms out of the room Feet RUNNING up stairs cone
fromtowards the | obby.

MADRI US
He should mnd is manners before
his seniors.

Copyright, Christiaan Laan, 2005
www. geoci ties. conm conflictscripts/ hone. ht n



33.

VELLI N
(sighs)
Hi s actions are excusabl e given the
past few weeks. He is young, but
his heart is in the right place.
(pause)
You two shoul d get sone sl eep.

Vel lin gets up.

VELLI N
Fol | ow ne.

Madrius and Galidon follow Vellin out of the Conmbn Roomto
t he south entrance.

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - UPSTAI RS FAM LY ROOM - AFTERNCON

At hor holds a CEREMONI AL SWORD. He unsheathes it and sw ngs
it around, each novenent flow ng snoothly into the next. He
dances around the furniture.

Light, reflecting off of the Gass Building in the bay,
flickers in as he noves by the w ndows.

Vel lin appears in the open doorway. He KNOCKS tw ce on the
wal |l . Athor stops and turns to him

VELLI N
May | have a word with you Athor?

At hor sheathes the sword and places it on the table in the
m ddl e of the room He notions for Vellin to sit with him

ATHOR
|’ msorry about earlier. |t was
very rude of ne.

VELLI N
Enoti ons can be the hardest things
to control

( MORE)
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VELLI N(cont ' d)
You have to understand that there
was not hing you could do for your

parents.

ATHOR
| could have at | east been there in
their dying nonents. | was scared,

I hid nyself away in nmy room even
when they called for nme I would not
go. | didn’t want to accept what
was to cone.

VELLI N
I can understand that feeling. It
was simlar for me when nmy parents
passed away. Just prom se ne
you' || stay away fromthe battle.

At hor picks up the sword and stands again. He |ooks at the
masterfully crafted detail of dragons and nountains in the
handl e.

ATHOR
| can’t make that prom se, Vellin.

VELLI N
(hurt)
Wiy must you be so stubborn?

ATHOR
I will not stand back for anything,
not while | have the strength to
defend this city.

VELLI N
What about your sister?

ATHOR
What of her? She is gone. | wll
not have Isieth return to a
destroyed city.

At hor unsheat hes the sword again and swings it around.
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VELLI N
She woul d want to know you are
safe.

ATHOR

I will not feel helpless again, and
this is nmy decision to nake.
Not hi ng you say will change that.

At hor wal ks to the wi ndow, throw ng the sheath where he was
sitting. Wves crash on the shore of the bay, the high sun
gl eam ng off of the d ass Buil ding.

Vel lin goes over to Athor and stands next to him He | ooks
at the bridge, and the famly enbl em on the banners hangi ng
fromit: a ruby |odged between blue, with a nountain in the
back.

VELLI N
You may be young, but your will is
strong, Athor. |If you are to go to

battle, then I wll give ny
bl essing and pray for your well
bei ng.

He | ooks down at Athor. Athor gives hima hug and buries his
head in Vellin s chest. He starts to cry.

| NT. COMMONWEALTH - GUEST QUARTERS - AFTERNOON

Vel lin opens the door, wal ks through the roomto the w ndow
and opens the curtains. Light floods in, waking Galidon and

Madri us.

VELLI N
It is time for you to go.

Vellin | eaves the room
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I NT. COMMONWEALTH - LOBBY - AFTERNOON

Madrius and Galidon finish putting on their riding gear.
At hor runs down the stairs, already set to go outside.

He stops before Madri us.

ATHOR
I had hoped to nake up for ny
behavi or earlier by seeing you off.
That is if you |l accept an escort
to the wall?

Madrius ruffles Athor’s hair with his left hand, the staff is
in his right.

MADRI US
Your conpany to the outer wall
woul d be wel conmed young | ord.

At hor sm | es.

ATHOR
Then allow ne to fetch the horses.

He opens the door and runs outside.

EXT. COMVONWEALTH - AFTERNOON

Madrius and Galidon come out of the front entrance, Vellin
gi ving one | ast wave, then closing the door.

At hor walks to themw th three horses behind him He nounts
on one and then Galidon and Madrius each sel ect a horse.

They ride east down the road, away from the Conmonweal t h.
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EXT. ESSILLY - EAST GATE - AFTERNOON

At hor, Galidon and Madrius ride out fromunder the exterior
wal |l of Essilly, comng to a halt just outside the city.

ATHOR
Isieth already has a day and a hal f
on you. | pray for your swft
return.

MADRI US

| have sl ept |ong enough Athor. |
will not sleep again until this
city is defended.

Galidon | ooks at Madrius. A huge grin cones across his face.

GAL| DON
You | ook |ike you could sleep for
anot her five centuri es.

Madrius points the staff right in his face, not two inches
fromhis forehead.

MADRI US
You don’'t want to live much | onger
do you?

At hor extends his hand towards Madri us.

ATHOR
| fear we have nore to worry within
our own lands. Until we neet
agai n.

Madrius turns to Athor and shakes his hand.

MADRI US
Until we neet again.

Galidon and Madrius take off at a gallop to the east.
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At hor puts his right fist against his heart and |lowers his
chin into his chest.

EXT. BLACK SHI P - EVEN NG

King Prenzia | ooks over the bow of the ship, Sesh at the
steering wheel .

The ship slows to a halt, the waters are dead calm Prenzia
| ooks at the water, it starts to glow, reaching towards him
Fai nt WHI SPERS, fog builds quickly around the ship.

SESH

(yel 1'i ng)
W aren’t noving sir!

Prenzia runs down the deck and cones up the stairs to Sesh.
He | ooks around, the fog totally consunes the boat. WH SPERS
still in the w nd.

PRENZI A
| don't like it. Get bel ow decks
and get this ship noving. There
are foul words in the air.

SESH
What words are spoken?

PRENZI A
Just get it noving!

Sesh runs to the center of the ship, down a set of stairs md
deck. A minute later, fifty oars on either side of the ship
are in the water, propelling it to the south.

The WHI SPERS get | ouder, no words discernible. Prenzia
covers his ears, his face in anguish. He runs down the
stairs, into his quarters bel ow the steering wheel.
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EXT. ASCATH - EVEN NG

The guards feed the horses and give themwater. |Isieth tends
to a fire while Madrius and Radek set up tents.

They are canped al ong the southern shores of the province.

DARW N
Wiy are we stopping already? There
is still a few hours until the | ast

rays of sun are gone.
Radek pounds a tent peg into the ground.

RADEK
Any | onger, and we woul d be very
close to the Bakshi Forest. |
don’t dare spend a night close to
t hose woods.

Radek gets up and wal ks off into the dark throwi ng the nmall et
to the base of one of the tents. Darwin picks it up and
continues to pound wooden pegs into the ground until he is
satisfied the tent is secure.

Isieth comes over fromthe fire

| SI ETH
What did he say?

DARW N
The Bakshi Forest is near. He
didn't want to get too close to it
in the dark of night.

| SI ETH
Did he give reason?
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DARW N
No. He was dead set against it
t hough, not without the |ight of
day.

Isieth and Darwin return to the fire. The four guards are
sitting around it now.

EXT. ASCATH - SHORELINE - N GHT

The crescent noon shines its faint [ight on the ocean. Radek
wal ks down the beach, kicking sand. He stops and sits
hi nsel f down, hard. He |ooks at the noon.

Radek kneel s.

RADEK
(prayi ng)
Oh great Maker, let ny father still
live and one day be returned to ne.
The nont hs have been | ong since
| ast we net. Please...

Radek stays there, |ooking at the noon, tears run fromhis
eyes.

RADEK
...be alive.

EXT. BAKSH FOREST - MORNI NG
A RUSTLE in the bushes. It is a canouflaged scout of Jedure.
He | ooks out fromthe shrubs to the grasslands just to the

sout h.

Going by at speed, twenty feet away fromhim is Isieth's
group. The scout pulls a vine along the ground.
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A nonment | ater, another canoufl aged scout arrives. The first
scout WHI SPERS into his ear, then he runs to the north al ong
an unseen pat h.

The first scout remains watching as Isieth’ s group di sappears
to the east.

EXT. CASACCH A - MORNI NG

Isieth rides up al ong Radek, the Bakshi Forest twenty feet to
the north. Dark shadows everywhere. The shadows seemto
wat ch the riders.

RADEK
These woods are not hing but haunt ed
nmenori es! No one has heard
anything or dares to go near
Jedur e!

I sieth shoots a quick glance at the woods.

| SI ETH
If | remenber correctly, they
didn’t fight in the war with the
dr agons!

RADEK
Yes, they say they had no quarrel
or reason! They thought it
ridiculous to go to war over a
chi | d!

| SI ETH
My father has always said they want
nothing to do with the rest of
I senti a!

RADEK
It seens that way, doesn't it?!

They ride even faster, the forest but a blur.
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I NT. SPARRI NG GROUNDS - EVEN NG

LORD FARI X and ENRICK are sword fighting. They both wear
whi te cl ot hes.

Farix(37) is five-foot nine. H's brown hair is short cut,
his face cl ean shaven

Enrick(35) is five-foot eleven. He has md-cut black hair
and a beard.

Farix presses on the attack, Enrick back peddling to counter
sword strikes. Enrick cleverly turns to the offensive, Farix
gives a hearty LAUGH

FARI X
This is a switch.

ENRI CK
|’ ve been practicing.

Farix tries hard to turn the duel around, but Enrick keeps
hi m on the defensi ve.

FARI X
Mnd if | spruce up our play wth
some conversation?

ENRI CK
Pl ease, go right ahead.

Enrick takes a stab towards his thigh, Farix dodging in tine.

FARI X
|’ ve stunbl ed upon sone interesting
scriptures in the library.

ENRI CK
Go on.

Anot her jab, Farix barely dodgi ng.
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FARI X
Apparently Lord Gredin, before the
Arch Wzard, WMadrius,
di sappear ed. .

Yet another quick attack barely dodged by Fari x.

FARI X
...had crafted sone weapons wth
Madrius’ powers. They were then
hi dden away.

ENRI CK
Any hints as to their |ocation?

Enrick disarnms Farix. Farix gives up, putting both his hands
in the air, standing still, sweating. He has a big smle.

FARI X
It was nowhere in the text.

Fari x takes deep BREATHS.

FARI X
Now that, good friend, is a duel to
remenber. | nust congratul ate you

He steps forward and enbraces Enrick.

CHATTER rises fromoutside. The two step back from each
other. Farix picks up his sword.

ENRI CK
VWhat coul d that noi se be about?
EXT. MADRI A - EVEN NG

Farix and Enrick push their way to the front of a small
crowd. Mre people are gathering.
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Just down the road at the edge of the city cones Radek,
| eading the group fromEssilly. Farix steps into their path,
Radek brings the group to a stop.

RADEK
My lord, Farix, allow ne to present
to you the lord and | ady of Ascath,
I si eth.

Isieth rides up beside Radek, her tiara is on. The crowd al
bow, then Farix bows in turn. He walks up to Isieth and
ki sses the back of her hand.

FARI X
Wel cone to the province of Dreadon
Lady Isieth. \Were's...
(pause)
| trust you had a decent trip?

| SI ETH
For riding in the conpany of one
such as Radek, and being on this
horse for near three days, yes.
The trip was quite enjoyable.

Radek snarls at Isieth playfully.

FARI X
Well, I won't go so far as to say
he is the nost boring gentleman in
the land, but he has his charm
Wul dn’t you agree, Radek?

RADEK
O course, ny |ord.

Radek gives a small bow to Fari x.
RADEK

W1l you be joining us to the
pal ace, or shall we go ahead?
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FARI X
Go on ahead Radek, | will be at the
pal ace shortly.

Farix steps aside to let them pass. He bows again to Isieth
as she goes by. He turns to Enrick.

FARI X
You are still com ng tonorrow?

ENRI CK
I wouldn’t mss it, my |ord.

Enri ck bows and goes back through the crowd.

I NT. PALACE - TEA ROOM - N GHT

Four chairs are nicely spaced out around a | ow round table.
Three are filled with lords. Lord Farix, LORD TERUTH(28) and
LORD GALEN(42).

Teruth is six feet tall, wearing dark green garnents. His
crown is golden with an enmerald in the center. H's hair is
short, dirty bl onde.

Galen is five-foot eleven with silver specked garnents. His
crown is gold with small dianonds evenly spaced around it.
H's hair is black, starting to gray.

On the table are four cups and a big tea pot with intricate
paintings on it.

GALEN
So Lord Narain and Lady Isilia are
dead?

TERUTH

They nust be if their daughter is
here wearing the tiara of Ascath.

Farix pours tea into three of the cups, each |lord takes one.
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FARI X
Yet she seened quite happy. She
must be taking their passing very
wel | .

TERUTH
That is fortunate.

GALEN
VWhere is she?

FARI X
She shoul d be here...

Isieth enters the roomwearing a sapphire blue gown and her
tiara.

FARI X
...this very nonent.

The three lords stand up and bow to Isieth. She bows back.

| SI ETH
Good evening. Sorry | took so
| ong.

She sits down with the other lords. Farix pours her a cup of
tea. She takes it into her lap. A strange SILENCE. She

takes a sip of tea and shifts in her seat.

GALEN
This is a rare thing.

Isieth | ooks at him

| SI ETH
VWhat is?

GALEN
To have a province ruled by a
wonman.

( MORE)
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GALEN( cont ' d)
Never has such a thing ever
happened. W were expecting Lord
Nar ai n.

I sieth | ooks down at her tea cup.

FARI X
Gal en, that was unnecessary.

| SI ETH
It’s alright. 1’msure you are al
wonderi ng what happened to him..
and nmy nother. They were both
taken by a rare sickness, ny nother
nost recently, two weeks ago.

GALEN
Wiy has word not been sent of this?

Isieth [ ooks himin the eyes.

| SI ETH
You will excuse ny failure to
notify, as well as ny parents, for
they were too ill to speak many
wor ds.

Isieth drinks down the rest of her tea and puts the cup down
hard on the table.

| SI ETH
If you think nme inadequate then
speak up.

SILENCE. Galen puts his cup down gently on the table.

GALEN
It was wong of nme to ask. This is
no fault of yours. | offer ny

apol ogi es.

Teruth leans forward in his seat.
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TERUTH
You are as wel come here as any of
us, Isieth. Ascath is yours, as
each of us conmands our province.
| am Teruth, lord of Casacchi a.
Fari x you’ ve already net and Gal en
is lord of Faram ne to the south.

FARI X
Tonmorrow marks the five-hundredth
year since the only war that this
| and has ever known. | think it
m ght be a sign, Isieth, that you
are the first lady to govern in
t hese | ands.

Farix pours tea in all of the cups again. The lords all take
their cup and raise themin the air.

FARI X
To anot her five-hundred years of
peace.

EXT. BAKSH FOREST - N GHT

The canoufl aged scout sees Madrius and Galidon as shadows
beneath the noon ride by twenty feet away fromhim He pulls
t he vi ne.

Anot her scout cones up and LI STENS, then runs north through

t he dark forest.

EXT. PALACE - BALCONY - AFTERNOON

A bal cony overl ooks a huge courtyard in Madria. The
courtyard is filled with peasants and sol diers.

Peopl e hang out their w ndows, sit on roofs, there is lots of
CHATTER  Standing at the front is Enrick with Radek, Darw n
and TI ENOR(22).
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Tienor is an exact replica of Teruth except for his pure
bl onde hair and | ack of a crown.

A huge CHEER  Farix cones out on the bal cony followed by

Gal en, then Teruth and Isieth. They all stand on the bal cony
waving to the crowd. Finally Farix holds his hands high and
the crowd goes silent.

Isieth | ooks over the crowd, her eyes fall on Tienor where
they stay for a tine. Tienor |ooks back at her, her eyes
quickly shift to the crowd agai n.

FARI X
Fi ve- hundred years ago, many brave
souls were | ost to a cause that
brought all of the provinces closer
then ever before. Since that day,
we have all maintained cl ose
relations and shared in the wealth
of the land. Today, we honour
those that died and risked their
lives to bring us this long |ived
peace.

At the far back of the courtyard is a disturbance as two
peopl e push through.

FARI X
It is the wish of us all that we
shoul d see anot her five-hundred
years of peace and we nay never
have to send our nmen to war again.

Fari x watches as the novenent in the crowd gets closer. It
is Galidon and Madri us.

FARI X
So today, |adies and gentlenen, |et
us take a nonment of silence to pray
for the ancestors that have nade
safe our future.
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SI LENCE

Gal i don and Madrius push through anot her crowd of people.
They are alnpost at the front.

MADRI US
Step asi de!

Farix glares at them four Madria guards nove in and grab
Madrius and Galidon, pushing themto the front.

FARI X
VWhat is the neaning of this
di st ur bance?

Madri us shakes hinself |oose fromthe guards.

MADRI US
| come for Lady Isieth.

FARI X
On what grounds?

MADRI US
Her city... It is in great peril

Isieth | ooks at Madrius intently.

| SI ETH
What sort of peril?

MADRI US
An attack fromthe sea, how big
don’ t know.

| SI ETH
How can you be so sure?

MADRI US
| am Madrius, and | have seen it.
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The whol e courtyard goes into comotion. Mdrius lifts his
staff over his head.

MADRI US
(t hunder ousl y)
Si | ence!
The crowd goes calm
MADRI US
The time of peace is at an end,
lords. | nust make council with
you.
FARI X

What about the cerenony?

MADRI US
This is no tine for cerenonies.

I NT. PALACE - LIVING ROOM - AFTERNOON

Madri us paces back and forth as the lords take their seats on
sof as and chairs. Enri ck, Radek, Darwin and Ti enor cone in
and sit where there is room

MADRI US
Isentia’s arm es nust be prepared.
A union has forned between the
| ands of Calidez and Lowen.
Together, they will cone on |like a
tidal wave on sand. The first
attack is comng to Essilly in a
matter of days.

Madrius | ooks at Isieth, his face is stricken with grief.

MADRI US
So young, yet so nmuch strength to
be had. |Isieth, your people need

you now.
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Isieth’s head rests in her hands. Her head starts to shake,
she cl enches her fists.

| SI ETH
Darwi n, get the other guards ready,
we nust go.

She gets up ready to stormout of the room Farix grabs her
arm stopping her.

FARI X
You are not returning al one.

Farix, Galen and Teruth all stand up.

TERUTH
W will have our orders given, then
we ride.

The | ords exchange | ooks.

EXT. PALACE - BALCONY - AFTERNOON

VO CES cone frominside. |Isieth stands at the bal cony
railing, looking into the now enpty courtyard. Tienor steps
up to the railing next to her. She |ooks at him

| SI ETH
| saw you earlier in the courtyard.
Who are you?

TI ENOR
My nanme is Tienor, brother of
Teruth. | amalso his captain.
| SI ETH

That nust be a great trust you and
your brother share.

Copyright, Christiaan Laan, 2005
www. geoci ties. conm conflictscripts/ hone. ht n



53.

TI ENOR
Especially at ny age. |[|’ve been
told I’mthe youngest captain there
has ever been.

He | ooks into her eyes and sml es.

| SI ETH
Are you riding back to Kashan then?

TI ENOR
I am Al though Kashan is not
likely to be a focus of attack
being inland, I amto keep a watch
on the lands to the north and give
word to the council.

Darwi n steps onto the bal cony.

DARW N
Lady Isieth, we nust go now.

Darwi n goes back in.

TI ENOR
I wish you the best, Lady Isieth.
Until we neet again.

He bows | ow and ki sses the back of her hand.

| SI ETH
Until then.

She wal ks inside glancing back at him

EXT. MADRI A - EVEN NG

El even horses ride out of Madria to the west. Isieth is
first, her tiara is off. Then cones Darwi n, Madri us,
Galidon, Farix, Teruth, Galen and the four guards from
Essilly.
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EXT. ROCKS OF SHI NALL - MORNI NG

The bl ack ship enters into the center of a fleet of twenty
ships. Each ship is |oaded with hundreds of nercenaries.
The ship captains watch the black ship. The nercenaries are
lined up in an orderly fashion

EXT. BLACK SHI P - MORNI NG

Sesh runs up to the steering wheel where Prenzia is standing.
He hands hima gold and dark green horn. Prenzia lifts it up
to his lips and gives a long hard BLOW

EXT. ROCKS OF SHI NALL - MORNI NG

All of the ships burst into activity, the sails rise and the
ships start to nove north. Each captain BLOAS on a horn
simlar to Prenzia’s.

EXT. BAKSH FOREST - MORNI NG

The scout watches as Isieth rides by. A few nonents |ater
Darwi n, Madrius, Galidon, Farix, Teruth, Galen and the four
guards go by.

He pulls on the vine. No messenger cones. He gets up and
runs to the north.

EXT. OCEAN OF SHARDS - AFTERNOON

Kurien sees the Maker’s Domain in the distance. Three
pillars shoot into the sky, surrounding a fourth, all
connected by snooth rocky paths.

To the south cones the black ship | eading the Lowen fleet.

Kurien WH SPERS under his breath and the w nd picks up.
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EXT. MAKER S DOVAI N - AFTERNCON

Kurien |l ands at an ol d CREAKI NG dock. Two bl ack cl oaked,
gray skinned figures wait on the rocky path. They give a bow
to Kurien and notion for himto follow them He picks up his
bag and staff, then foll ows.

They go to the left pillar, then a few seconds | ater energe
on one of the central paths to the center pillar.

I NT. MAKER S DOVAI N - CENTER PI LLAR - AFTERNOON

The two figures stand back as another, taller and bigger
bl ack cl oaked figure steps forth fromthe shadows. This is
t he KEEPER.

KEEPER
Wel come Kurien, descendent of
Kilin, to the Maker’s honme. Three
trials will test your abilities of
m nd and body. Failure to conplete
one, or if you should quit part way
t hrough, will end your tests. Only
the trials up until the last wll
count .

Kurien acknow edges with a nod.

KEEPER
Your first trial is behind you.
Proceed when ready.

The Keeper points straight behind Kurien. Kurien bows, turns
around and wal ks out of the center pillar, dropping his bag
before he is out of the pillar.
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I NT. MAKER S DOVAIN - PILLAR OF COURACE - EVEN NG

Kurien enters. There is a portal with a guardi an standi ng
before it. The COURAGE GUARDI AN i s dressed the sane as the
ot her keepers.

COURAGE GUARDI AN
The first trial is to test your
courage where the m nds of |esser
bei ngs would falter.

The guardi an steps aside.

COURAGE GUARDI AN
Enter the portal when ready.

Kurien steps into the portal.

EXT. CAVE OF COURAGE - EVEN NG

Kurien appears in a clearing, his staff in his right hand.
Directly in front of himis a cave, |eading through a
mountain, with CRIES of creatures com ng fromwthin.

I NT. CAVE OF COURAGE - TUNNEL - CONTI NUCUS

Kurien enters the cave and GAGS on his first breath. He
doubl es over, plugging his nose with his left fingers and
throws up. Mist, warmair blows up fromthe depths.

He gains his conposure and wal ks on, the floor SQUI SHING with
each step. The walls are covered in algae. He covers his
nose and nmouth with his left hand.

He wal ks a long ways in, starting to get noxious. HOAS and
CRIES bring himback to his senses. Shadows stretch towards
hi m dancing, reaching for him
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I NT. CAVE OF COURAGE - CAVERN - CONTI NUCUS

Kurien enters the fiery cave. He is hit by a wave of hot
air, his clothes soak through with sweat and noi sture.

Fire bats spit BALLS OF FIRE, long eel |ike creatures extend
out of the lava pits and dive back bel ow t hrow ng up heaps of
magnma. An ol d, tattered wooden bridge stretches across the
bi g open pit.

Kurien takes a few shaky steps onto the bridge. The bridge
rocks, his hands clench both rope railings. A MOLTEN ROCK
shoots by his face, knocking himoff balance. He falls over
the side, holding on with one hand.

A lava eel junps up and nearly takes his foot off. He sw ngs
hi nsel f back onto the bridge. A swarmof fire bats fly at
him spitting fire balls. Kurien dodges them but they

| GNI TE the bridge behind him

He noves faster down the bridge. It sways back and forth
with his novenent. A |ava eel junps over the bridge just in
front of him nearly taking off his head. He ducks, his left
foot falls through a ROTTEN BOARD.

He scranbl es back to his feet and finally reaches the other
side. Another tunnel. A rock next to it unravels, revealing
a ROCK and MAGVA CAT standing three feet high. Magnma DRI PS
fromits body.

The cat takes a junp at Kurien’ s upper body. He ducks under
it, drops of magma barely mssing him It skids to a stop
behind him leaving red claw marks in the ground.

Kurien picks up a fair sized rock and runs at the cat. The
cat lunges at himagain, he junps to the side, throwing the
rock at its head. He m sses.

Kuri en stands on the edge of the ground, the bridge behind

himstill burning. The cat cones at hi m again.
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Kurien dodges it ninbly and the cat slides onto the bridge,
and burns through it. It disappears.

I NT. CAVE OF COURAGE - TUNNEL - CONTI NUCUS

The next portion of tunnel is filled with one-foot bats
hanging fromthe ceiling and dead carcasses on the ground.
Kurien runs through, left hand over his nouth.

EXT. FIELD OF COURAGE - CONTI NUQUS

Kurien energes into a field taking deep breathes of the fresh
air, arock statue in the mddle. He walks up to it, the
rocks start to nove. It is a STONE GOLEM about twi ce his
size. Nearby is a waterfall leading into a river.

GOLEM
Cour age cones fromthe heart and
mnd. You wll fight me with your
m nd, not your power.

EXT. ASCATH - NI GHT

The | ords race onward, the Bakshi Forest disappearing in the
faint nmoonlight behind. Isieth continues to |ead, pushing
her horse to unseen speed.

EXT. FIELD OF COURAGE - NI GHT

Kuri en dodges a fury of attacks fromthe Golem H s eyes
jump fromleft to right. He dodges another bl ow and | ooks

up.

There is LOOSE ROCKS on the cliff above the waterfall.
Kurien continues to dodge the Golemis flying rock fists,
leading it towards the cliff.
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Wth his back against the cliff, he dodges a blow fromthe
Golem the rock fist crashes into the cliff. Nothing.

Again the fist cones towards his upper body, Kurien dodging.
Some | oose rocks roll down.

The third tinme, Kurien junps aside, landing hard on his side.
The rock armhits the cliff hard and some big rocks come
crashing down in a small slide.

The rocks knock the Gol em off bal ance, and it stunbles
backwards into the river. The water erodes the Goleminto

sand particles that wash down the river.

Kurien turns to the center of the field. A portal is now
there, the magnma cat standing in front of it.

It approaches himslowy, swaying its head. G ass burns
wherever it steps. Kurien |ooks at his hands. They surge
with new power.

The cat lunges at him

He points his staff at a boul der below the cliff and whips it
wWth energy at the cat. The cat flies back.

Kurien points the staff at the cat, holding it back. It
breaks free to its left and junps at Kurien again.

Kurien swi ngs around and whi ps anot her boul der into the cat,
just inches away from his body, knocking it into the stream

The wat er steans, the cat destroyed.

I NT. MAKER S DOVAIN - PILLAR OF COURAGE - NI GHT

Kuri en appears in front of the guardian. The guardi an points
toits left.

COURAGE GUARDI AN
You may proceed.
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EXT. OCEAN OF SHARDS - MORNI NG

The fleet of ships reach the southern tip of Ascath,
travelling north along the shoreline.

EXT. ARIEL - MORNI NG

Isieth rides straight through Ariel.

EXT. ASCATH - MORNI NG

Darwi n, Madrius, Galidon, Farix, Teruth, Galen and the four
guards fromEssilly are just com ng upon Ariel.

EXT. ARIEL - MORNI NG

They ride through Ariel.

There is mass confusion fromthe citizens. They watch in
amazenent and shock as the riders go by.

INT. MAKER S DOVAIN - PILLAR OF FAI TH - AFTERNOON

Kurien walks in to the Pillar of Faith and stands in front of
the FAITH GUARDI AN. The portal is behind the guardian.

FAI TH GUARDI AN
The trial of faith will test the
faith you have in yourself.

The guardi an steps aside, Kurien enters the portal.
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I NT. MAZE OF FAI TH - AFTERNOON

Kurien appears in the mddle of a tunnel maze. Four tunnels
branch off fromwhere he stands: left, right, forward and
behi nd.

Kurien takes the tunnel to his left and takes nore lefts,

twi sting on up and down sl opes, wal king on the side, the

ceiling, every way possible.

The cylindrical walls are gravity.

I NT. MAZE OF FAITH - LATER

Kurien appears back in his original spot. He takes the
tunnel to his right.

I NT. MAZE OF FAITH - LATER

Kurien is back in his original spot again. There is no
sound, no w nd.

He CRIES out, it ECHCES down the tunnels.

EXT. OCEAN OF SHARDS - AFTERNOON

The buil dings of Essilly gain size on the horizon as the
ships of Lowen near. Bells RING fromEssilly.

EXT. BLACK SHI P - AFTERNOON

Prenzi a | ooks through his tel escope at Essilly. He lowers it
fromhis eye and pushes it back to its conpressed size. He

puts it in his belt.

Sesh cones up the stairs and stands next to him
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PRENZI A
They have seen us. Ready the nen,
we will attack through the bay.
He gives Sesh a hard pat on the shoulder, then pulls up his
horn and BLOAS it.
EXT. ESSILLY - OUTER WALL - AFTERNOON
Archer’s line the wall tops.
Four bell towers mark what woul d make a square around the
circled wall. The bells RI NG NG
EXT. ESSILLY - BEACH - AFTERNOON
Soldiers swarmto the shore of the bay, hiding behind
barricades, lining up in formations. Archers |ine up behind
the formations.
EXT. ASCATH - AFTERNOON
Just to the east of Essilly, near the forest, are tens of
t housands of Essilly citizens canped.
EXT. ESSILLY - AFTERNOON
Shutters are closing on sone of the houses. GCitizens run
into their housing conplexes. A few shutters have citizens
peering out towards the bay.

I NT. COMVONVWEALTH - UPSTAI RS FAM LY ROOM - AFTERNCON

Athor, Vellin and Bern watch the soldiers setting up on the
beach.
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VELLI N
We are as prepared as we’'ll ever
be.

ATHOR

How can you be so certain? W have
no i dea what we are up against. W
don’t know how many. ..

FOOTSTEPS in the hall get closer. The three of themturn to
see a MESSENGER run in. It is a younger boy, about sixteen,
wearing a soldiers uniform

VESSENGER
Sir Vellin, twenty ships
approaching. Their size...
(pause)
... hundreds aboard each, nore.

VELLI N
We have over seven thousand
soldiers in this city. Wat chance
could they have?

Vel lin turns back to the bay.

The first ship cones around the wall into the nmouth of the
bay. No archers fire.

The ship is huge. Mre ships enter the bay, they head for
t he southern shore.

Vel lin spins around and grabs the shoul der of the nessenger.

VELLI N
Ri de around to the north of the
city. GCet everyone to nove to the
south. Watever way they can, the
beach, the streets, anything!

He lets go of the nessenger. The young boy sprints out of
t he room
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Athor turns Vellin to him they nake eye contact.

ATHOR
Every man is needed. | have to
fight.

VELLI N

I can’t let you.

ATHOR
W are trained to fight for a
reason! \Wat other tine to fight
t hen now when Essilly needs ny
swor d! ?

Bern wat ches them pain in his eyes.

VELLI N
I’mgoing to the wall.

Vellin lowers his head and briskly wal ks out of the room

Athor waits for Vellin to be out of sight, then turns to
Ber n.

ATHOR
You cane south for a reason Bern.
W1l you help ne to defend the
people of this |and?

BERN
I"ve no skill with a weapon.
Galidon and | never had any
t rai ni ng.
(pause)

| did cone here to hel p though, so
I wll try ny best.

At hor puts his left hand on Bern’s shoul der, shaking him
gently.
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ATHOR
It will be good to fight next to a
friend. | will do what | can to

make this easy for you

At hor takes a final | ook out of the window The twentieth
ship has entered the bay.

At hor wal ks out of the roomfollowed by Bern.

EXT. ESSILLY - BAY - AFTERNOON

The ships Iine up and hit the shore at the sane tine.

EXT. ESSILLY - BEACH - CONTI NUOUS

The fronts of the ships open up |ike giant doors. Over two-
hundred nercenaries per ship stormout onto the beach.

Arrows fly down fromthe wall and the archers on the beach
like a rain storm Hundr eds of nercenaries fall.

A quick battle on the west of the beach has the nercenaries
storm ng through.
EXT. ESSILLY - SOUTH STREETS - CONTI NUOUS

The nercenaries crash on the hoards of Essilly soldiers.

EXT. ESSILLY - BEACH - CONTI NUOUS

The beach is saturated with bl ood, hundreds of bodies are
chopped up, dead on the beach.

Al ong the eastern beach, battle has cone to a stand still.
Sol di ers running down fromthe northern shores hol ding them
of f.
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EXT. SOUTH STREETS - CONTI NUOUS

The streets are clogged with soldiers and nercenaries.
Swords swinging, arrows still flying fromthe wall.
EXT. ESSILLY - OUTER WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Vel lin stands on the wall near the southeast bell tower. He
| ooks over the streets, the nercenaries fight for ground.

Fi ghti ng continues on the beach, no longer its natural
col our.

Arrows continue to shower down on the nercenaries.

Vellin | ooks at the ships. There is a |lot of novenent on the
decks.

EXT. ESSILLY - LONEN SHI PS - CONTI NUCUS

On the ships, nercenaries |load catapult arnms with flam ng
bal | s of hay.

EXT. ESSILLY - OQUTER WALL - CONTI NUOUS

Vel lin wat ches the novenent on the ships sl ow

Twenty FLAM NG BALLS OF HAY conme crashing into buildings in
the south of Essilly.

The buildings ignite, portions of flam ng hay spray
everywhere. Vellin grabs the nearest person to him

VELLI N
You, get a bunch of soldiers
t oget her and put out those fires.
Hurry!
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He sends the man of f, al nost pushing himdown the stairs.

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - LOBBY - AFTERNOON

At hor hel ps Bern put on arnor and then gives hima sword. He
puts on his own arnor. Finally he picks up the cerenoni al
sword and hooks it on his belt.

ATHOR
Just stay with ne. | won't |et
harm come to you. Al you have to
do is watch ny back.

Bern gives a nervous smle. He tightens his belt even nore.

EXT. ESSILLY - OUTER WALL - AFTERNOON

On the ships, nore nercenaries can be seen | oadi ng burning
hay.

Anot her vol l ey of burning hay strikes southern Essilly.
Vel lin waves over the next closest soldier.

VELLI N
Take sone soldiers into the streets
and get these fires out. Take as
many as you need.

He gives the man a |ight nudge as he turns and runs down the
ot her side of stairs.

EXT. ESSILLY - SOUTH STREETS - CONTI NUOUS

The streets are cranmmed with soldiers and nercenari es engaged

in conbat. Arrows and spears fly through the air in both
di rections.
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A ball of burning hay rolls down a street taking out a group
of Essilly soldiers. Sone die instantly, many catch on fire,
burning to death.

EXT. BLACK SHI P - CONTI NUOUS

Standi ng on the deck, Prenzia |looks on with satisfaction to
the battles taking place.

PRENZI A
Sesh, cone here!

Sesh runs to himfromthe catapult.

SESH
VWhat bid thee?

PRENZI A

Get me ny horn. It istimeto
unl eash the second wave.

Sesh goes bel ow deck and reappears wth the gold and dark
green horn.

Prenzia holds it up to his lips.

EXT. ESSILLY - OQUTER WALL - CONTI NUQUS
Vellin continues to watch the battles. A horn BLOAS.

Vellin | ooks at the ships on the beach. No nore flam ng hay.
Qut of each ship comes anot her hundred sol diers, two-thousand
in total.

VELLI N
(to hinself)
Maker, save us...
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EXT. ASCATH - EVEN NG

Smoke billows up fromthe northwest. An orange gl ow bel ow
it.

Isieth forces her horse to go faster.

EXT. ESSILLY (ATHOR AND BERN) - EVEN NG

At hor and Bern nake there way through the streets, heading
sout hwest .

ATHOR
The archers are the biggest threat
to the nercenaries. W nust get to
the south wall and help hold them
of f.

At hor stops and | ooks through the streets. He spots an alley
behi nd a row of housi ng.

ATHOR
Thi s way.

They sneak into the alleyway. At the other end a big battle
t akes pl ace.

At hor unsheathes his sword and runs full tilt to the battle.
Bern is slow to respond and struggles to keep up to Athor’s

speed.

Bern clunsily unsheat hes his sword.

EXT. ESSILLY - SOUTH WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Nowhere to run, the nercenaries greatly out nunber the
sol di ers.
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Athor is right in the mddle of the Essilly soldiers hacking
at the nercenaries. The soldiers fight harder.

Bern takes a deep breath and joins in the fighting.

EXT. SOUTH WALL (BERN) - CONTI NUOUS

Bern bl ocks attacks clunsily, dodging nost of them He
hardly gets any attacks off.

EXT. SOUTH WALL ( ATHOR) - CONTI NUQUS

At hor fights like a whirlwi nd, his sword dancing of f of
bl ocks, turning into attacks.

Sol di ers surround him fending off his sides.

EXT. ASCATH - EVEN NG

| sieth passes through the canps to the east of Essilly.
Citizens watch her race by with worried | ooks.

Mot hers hold their young, many of which are CRYI NG

Isieth pulls out her tiara as she rides and places it on her
head.

The citizens | ook at her with hope.

She races towards the east gate. Many fires still burn in
the city.

EXT. ESSILLY - EAST GATE - EVEN NG

Isieth rides through the gate. She pulls to a sudden halt.
She falls over with the horse.
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Her leg is alnost crushed by the weight. She scranbles to
her feet. She |ooks around, CRIES cone fromthe south.

She bends down and pets the neck of her horse and kisses it.
| SI ETH
Rest as |long as you need. You have

travel l ed I ong and hard.

She runs south along the wall.

EXT. ESSILLY - OUTER WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Isieth runs up a flight of stone stairs to the wall. Vellin
is alittle ways down it.

She runs to him

| SI ETH
Vel lin! Wat is happening?

She runs up and stops next to him

VELLI N
My lady, it is good to see you
returnl W are barely holding them
back. The south end is weakeni ng.
They will soon reach the wall.

Isieth | ooks over the streets in the south. Very few Essilly
soldiers remain before the wall.

One small group in particular holds their ground.
I sieth | ooks back at Vel lin.

| SI ETH
VWhere is Athor?
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VELLI N
| do not know. He would not |let ne
deter himfrom fighting.

EXT. ASCATH - EVEN NG

Darwi n, Madrius, Galidon, Farix, Teruth, Galen and the four
guards fromEssilly pass through the canps east of Essilly.

EXT. SOUTH STREETS - N GHT

At hor, Bern and the few soldiers that remain are being pushed
back again. The nercenaries receive reinforcenents.

They are right back against the wall, archers still firing
wi th precision.

BERN
W nust retreat. We cannot def eat
t henl

At hor keeps swi nging, his novenents snooth, uncontroll ed.

BERN
At hor ! Cone on!

ATHOR
No! You go if you want! | wll
not vyield!

EXT. SOUTH WALL (BERN) - CONTI NUOUS

Bern keeps fighting. He stays to the left of Athor, holding
of f the attacks.

He keeps bl ocking. A few hard bl ows connect with his sword,
and he loses it.

He backs off, a soldier taking his place at Athor’s side.
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BERN
I can’t stay any |longer! Come on!

Bern heads for the cl osest set of stairs.

EXT. SOUTH WALL (ATHOR) - CONTI NUQUS

Athor is getting tired, his arns strain to hold his sword.

EXT. ESSILLY - OQUTER WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Isieth |ooks at the small battle at the south wall. One man
runs up a flight of stairs.

| SI ETH
Who is that?

Vellin | ooks at the man on the stairs.

VELLI N
That | ooks like... GCh no.

| SI ETH
VWat? Wo is it?

VELLI N
That is Bern, fromthe wat cht ower
up north. He was with Athor when
|l eft the Conmonweal t h.

Isieth continues to watch the small battle, one particul ar
man fights for dear life.
EXT. ESSILLY - EAST GATE - N GHT

The remaining lords ride through the east gate and on down
t he streets.

Copyright, Christiaan Laan, 2005
www. geoci ties. conm conflictscripts/ hone. ht n



74.

EXT. ESSILLY - OQUTER WALL - NI GHT

Vellin watches Athor in horror.

EXT. SOUTH WALL ( ATHOR) - CONTI NUQUS
At hor is bonbarded by attacks, he has nowhere to nove.

H s sword is being tossed around, he barely bl ocks, his arns
are getting cut up bad.

He gets I MPALED in the stomach, his sword drops, he falls to
hi s knees.

Anot her sword PI ERCES his heart. He CRIES out. H s cries
die off, he falls over, dead.

EXT. ESSILLY - OQUTER WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Vellin and Isieth watch Athor fall.

VELLI N
No!

Isieth’s face quickly goes pale.

She runs down the closest flight of stairs.

EXT. SOUTH WALL (I SIETH) - CONTI NUOUS

Isieth flies into the nercenari es. Her sword is furious, her
attacks reckl ess.

She bl ocks an attack to her side, spins around and
decapitates the nercenary.
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Two nore nercenaries conme upon her. She ducks under one
bl ade, bl ocks the other, then cleaves the first nercenary
under the rib cage.

Her counter swing nearly chops the other nmercenary in half.

EXT. SOUTH STREETS - CONTI NUOUS

Darwi n, Galen, Farix, Teruth and the four guards junp off
their horses and engage a group of nercenaries just north of
I si eth.

EXT. ESSILLY - OUTER WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Galidon and Madrius cone up the wall to Vellin. Bernis
al ready there.

The four of themwatch Isieth fight at the base of the wall.

EXT. SOUTH WALL - CONTI NUQUS

Farix, Galen and Teruth fight through nercenaries near
I sieth, converging with her.

Unaware, Isieth CRIES out and nearly takes off Farix’ s head.

FARI X
I sieth, hold!

She glares at him her eyes wet, tears run down her face.
She | owers her sword, blood drips fromit.
| SI ETH

(faint)
At hor . .

Copyright, Christiaan Laan, 2005
www. geoci ties. conm conflictscripts/ hone. ht n



76.

She wal ks back to Athor’s body and drops to her knees. She
sees the cerenonial sword and picks it up. She places it in
Athor’s right hand and tucks it up on his chest.

Tears keep falling, she breathes deep, doesn’t cry.

Farix, Galen and Teruth sheath their swords. They watch her
from a di stance behi nd.

EXT. ESSILLY - BEACH - N GHT

The ships pull away fromthe beach

EXT. ESSILLY - BAY - N GHT

The ships | eave the bay.

EXT. ESSILLY - N GHT

The fires are out.

Sol di ers haul other, injured, soldiers to the Commonweal t h.
Dead bodies are being piled up in the streets, then | oaded on
wooden carts.

EXT. SOUTH WALL - NI GHT

Isieth is still wth Athor.

Finally she stands up and | ooks back at the other |ords.

| SI ETH
WIIl you help nme carry hinf

Isieth goes to Athor’s left shoulder, Farix takes Athor’s

right shoulder, Galen his left leg and Teruth his right |eqg.
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They lift himand wal k towards the Comonweal t h.

EXT. ESSILLY - OUTER WALL - CONTI NUCUS

Vellin turns away fromthe sight at the wall. He |ooks at
bodi es being piled up, then wal ks down the stairs.

I NT. MAZE OF FAITH - NI GHT

Kurien sits where he began the maze. He shrugs his
shoul ders, stands up and begins to wal k backwar ds.

He continues wal ki ng backwards, the slopes of the tunnel take
himin various directions.
I NT. MAZE OF FAITH - LATER

Kurien is upside down, wal ki ng backwards. He starts to
strai ghten back to standing upright.

He backs right into a door. He spins around and notices the
door handle. He turns and wal ks through the door.

I NT. MAKER S DOVAIN - PILLAR OF FAITH - MORNI NG

Kurien is back in the Pillar of Faith in front of the
guardi an. The guardi an bows to him

FAl TH GUARDI AN
There is but one test that renmains
for you.

Kurien bows to the guardian and | eaves the tower to his
right.
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I NT. MAKER S DOVAIN - PILLAR OF CHO CE - MORNI NG

The CHO CE GUARDI AN waves Kurien towards him Kurien stops
next to the guardian.

CHA CE GUARDI AN
There is a choice in all of us that
we W sh never to make or have
w shed to have nade a different
decision in the past. That which
i s toughest is what the Maker has
for you.

The guardi an steps aside. Kurien walks into the portal.

I NT. BARN OF CHO CE - MORNI NG
Kurien appears inside of a burning barn. Flanes all around.
In the corner farthest fromhimis an older man and wonan

cuddl ed. They have nowhere to go.

In the corner closest to himis a young girl and boy. They
are about ten years ol d.

Kurien spins around, tears in his eyes.

KURI EN
No. . .

The tears trickle down his cheeks. He stares at the old
couple in the far corner. He nouths the words MOM and DAD.

EXT. COMVONWEALTH GRAVEYARD - MORNI NG

Located to the north of the Cormonwealth is the graveyard.
It islittered with freshly lain red flower petals.

Al of the lords, Isieth, Bern, Galidon, Mudrius and Darw n
stand around the coffin. Tears fall fromlsieth s eyes.
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To the right are ten soldiers holding their spears straight
up fromthe ground in salute

At the head of the coffinis Vellin. Behind himis a pit
al ready dug up wth a headstone bearing Athor’s nane.

Of to the left is a choir of young teenage girls fromthe
city in white gowns. They HYMN a haunting tune of sorrow.

VELLI N
It is with great sadness that we
stand here today. Young Athor
fought valiantly with the soldiers
of this city to ensure its safety.

Tears conme to Vellin's eyes. He wipes themaway with the
back of his hand.

VELLI N
At hor, your courage sang a song
t hrough your sword. May the dreans
in death |l ead you to a greater
knowl edge of |ife and peace. Your
place is now with your parents.

Everyone around the coffin back off fromit. The HYMN
conti nues.

The ten soldiers surround the coffin and grab onto it. They
carry it to the pit and lower it in.

The wind picks up a little. The red petals over the
graveyard start to fly, dancing in the w nd.

Everyone starts wal ki ng back to the Commonweal t h except
Isieth. She watches as the soldiers start refilling the
grave with dirt.

Vellin turns around and cones back to her.

Isieth turns her head and | ooks at hi m approach. She turns
full to himand hugs him

Copyright, Christiaan Laan, 2005
www. geoci ties. conm conflictscripts/ hone. ht n



Vel l'in hugs her back, |ooking at the grave stone.
have tears stream ng down their faces.

VELLI N
I"’mso sorry. | tried ny best to
keep himfromthe battle but he
wanted so badly to fight. He was
like a son to ne, and you like a
daughter. | have failed him

| SI ETH
No, we bot h have.

Vellin continues to hold her close.

I NT. BARN OF CHO CE - MORNI NG

80.

They both

Kurien is torn between who to save. He |ooks at the
children, then back at his parents. He |ooks at the children

agai n.

KURI EN
No. . .

He turns to his parents and starts to wal k.
KURI EN
I won’t | ose you again.
INT. MAKER S DOVMAIN - PILLAR OF CHO CE - MORNI NG
Kurien is back in front of the guardian.

CHO CE GUARDI AN
You have failed the test of choice.

Kurien's face is dirtied with dry tears. He turns around and

wal ks out .
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I NT. MAKER S DOVAI N - CENTER PI LLAR - MORNI NG

Kurien wal ks to the center. Qut of the darkness cones the
Keeper, hands at his sides.

KEEPER
You went back on a choice you nade
| ong ago. That choice you nade
t hose years ago was the correct one
to make, but it tore you in two.
It is what separates you from what
makes a wizard an arch w zard.

The Keeper raises his right hand over his head for a few
seconds, then lowers it back to his side.

Two of the black cl oaked figures come out of the darkness.
One holds an onyx staff with a bright red ruby at the top.

The other holds a pile of red and bl ack cl ot hi ng.

KEEPER
Despite your failure, it is the
w sh of the Maker, that you shal
be adorned in the apparel of a
wi zard bred for war.

The two figures step forward and hand the itens to Kurien.
They recede back into the darkness.

KEEPER
There is one nore itemthat the
Maker wi shes you to have.

The Keeper reaches inside his cloak and pulls out a ring in
the shape of a DRAGON viewed fromthe side. The nouth
appears to be biting on the tail.
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KEEPER
This is a special gift, the |ast
gift to any wizard... To the | ast

w zard.

Kurien puts the clothing under his right armand holds the
onyx staff in his right hand.

He extends his left hand to the Keeper. The Keeper pl aces
the dragon ring on his left index finger.

EXT. CASACCHI A - MORNI NG

A SCQUT of Casacchia watches the seas to the north. The
plains stretch far behind him his horse grazing in the grass
near by.

Wi t ecaps crest the waves, the wi nd bl ow ng noderately. On
t he horizon, what appears to be a thin, long black cloud
slowy gets cl oser.

The scout waits.

The black |line separates fromthe horizon, a flock of flying
beasts... Dragons.

EXT. STAGRI N SEA - MORNI NG

A thousand | arge dragons bear riders upon their backs. They
fly over a fleet of one-hundred ships.

EXT. CASACCH A - MORNI NG

The scout whistles for his horse. The horse trots over. He
nmounts up and rides south.
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I NT. COMMONWEALTH - | SI ETH S BEDROOM - AFTERNOON

Isieth stands facing the wall behind her bed. There is a
dresser with candles around the outside formng a rectangl e.
They all burn. Above the dresser is a mrror.

She is holding a clay dish with flower petals onit. She
takes a hand full and sprinkles the petals inside the
rectangl e of candles. She repeats until the dish is enpty.

Leani ng agai nst the side of the dresser is the cerenoni al
sword At hor fought wth.

Isieth picks it up and unsheathes it. She places the sheath
on the flower petals towards the back part of the rectangle.

She places the sword in both hands and lays it gently on the
petals. Candle light reflects off the cleaned bl ade.

Isieth | ooks at herself in the mrror.

| SI ETH
May you find peace by our parents
side, Athor.

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - COMMON ROOM - AFTERNOON

Vellin, Farix, Galen, Teruth and Madrius are seated in the
conmon room

MADRI US
We need a course of action. That
was but the first attack.

VELLI N
A first attack that left our arny
inruins. W stood over seven-
t housand strong and now we are down
to a few thousand, if that.
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MADRI US
Regar dl ess, the nost |ogical point
for themto attack now woul d be
near Madri a.

Madri us stands up and wal ks around the room

MADRI US
There must be one point of focus to
defend this land. |1’ msure that

Lowen and Calidez have selected a
nmeeting ground for their armes. |
suspect near Madria is where we
will find that point.

Fari x stands up, Madrius stops wal ki ng.

FARI X
VWhat arny is there of this city to
send east? You take any of the
sol diers away and you |l eave this
city defensel ess.

VELLI N
We are already defenseless if we
face an attack of that scal e again.

Madrius signals for Farix to sit, Farix does.
A door OPENS and BANGS shut. FOOTSTEPS get | ouder.

MADRI US
There won’t be anot her attack here.
It was a weakeni ng bl ow.

Kurien wal ks into the roomwearing his new black clothes with
red robe and onyx staff. Everyone | ooks at hi mdisbelieving.

KURI EN
He is right. This city is safe,
for now
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Madri us wal ks towards hi m and enbraces him

MADRI US
I had no idea there was any w zard
bl ood left on Isentia.

Kurien pats himon the back

KURI EN
There won’t be any nore, naster
Madrius. Qur bloodline is to end
wth ne.

Madrius and Kurien part and stand next to each other.

KURI EN
My nane is Kurien, descendant of
Kilin fromthe dragon war

The three lords and Vellin stand and bow to Kuri en.

MADRI US
Cone, make council with us.

Madrius and Kurien take a seat.

I NT. KASHAN PALACE - WAR ROOM - EVEN NG

Ti enor watches the city of Kashan fromthe northeast tower of
the pal ace that overl ooks the water passage separating the
city in two.

Sol diers patrol the streets outside in pairs. Tienor turns
to seven councillors that overl ook a massive table covered in
maps. They sift through them

TI ENOR
Any | uck?
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COUNCI LLOR ONE
No sir. Al we have are maps of
Isentia. The |atest one we can
find has the Rocks of Shinall, but
that's it.

Ti enor cones over to the table and | ooks at the map the
counci Il or indicates.

The door opens, the scout fromthe plains enters.

Scaut
Captain Tienor, sir, | think we
have trouble. | saw what | ooked

i ke hundreds of giant birds and a
bunch of ships approaching. They
will hit Iand by norning.

Ti enor takes a pen and sketches a rough line on the map north
of Isentia. He puts the map down and turns to the
counci | | ors.

TI ENOR
I will ride out with half of the
arnmy. The other half are to be
pl aced just north of the city. |
w Il send word back if things get
out of hand.

COUNCI LLORS
(in unison)
Yes sir.

Ti enor wal ks up to the scout and puts a hand on his shoul der.
Tl ENOR
You will come with mne. W ride in

t he norni ng.

They both | eave the room
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I NT. COMMONWEALTH - COMMON ROOM - EVEN NG

The three lords, Vellin, Madrius and Kurien still sit in the
common room Enpty plates froma prior neal sit on the | ow
t abl es.

FARI X
Madrius, |1’ve been wanting to ask
you if there is any truth to the
weapons you hel ped craft.

MADRI US
There is. Al the lords are here,
whi ch makes sense for this to be
your tinme to wield them It is
just a journey for lords, no one
el se.

Teruth stands up.
TERUTH
Wth every ones perm ssion, | would

like to inform Lady Isieth.

He gets a round of nods.

VELLI N
I will show you to her room
Kurien | ooks down at the ring he was given. It appears to be

slowy spinning on his finger.

I NT. COMVONWEALTH - HALLWAY - EVENI NG

Vellin wal ks up to Isieth’s bedroomdoor. Teruth is right
behi nd hi m

TERUTH
Thank you.
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Vel lin bows and wal ks away.
Teruth KNOCKS |ightly on the door. Nothing. He KNOCKS

again. Nothing. He checks the door, it isn't |locked. He
opens the door.

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - | SI ETH S BEDROOM - EVEN NG

Isieth is asleep on the floor below the dresser. The candles
are down to their |ast flane.

Teruth wal ks in and | ooks at the sword on the flower petals.
He bends down, picks up Isieth and wal ks her to the bed.

He | ays her gently on the bed. Isieth wakes up and | ooks at
Ter ut h.
TERUTH
I’msorry for the intrusion ny
lady. | was hoping to have a word
with you, but you were asleep on
the fl oor.
| SI ETH

How | ong was | asl eep?

TERUTH
I only just cane in.

She observes hima nonent.

| SI ETH
So what is it that you want to talk
about ?

Teruth sits on the bed, Isieth sits up next to him
TERUTH

My brother and I also |ost our
parents when we were young.
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| SI ETH
I’msorry for your |oss.

TERUTH
No loss is as great as what you
have suffered. M brother is still
wth ne, so | can’t inmagi ne how
that nust feel. What you have is a
city of people that |ove you and
every lord here will do what it
takes to hel p.

Isieth gets up and wal ks out to the bal cony, Teruth foll ows.

EXT. COMMONWEALTH - | SI ETH S BALCONY - CONTI NUOUS

Isieth | ooks at the southern section of the city. Teruth
stands next to her.

| SI ETH
I wish this was just a bad dream
but the snell of death, the sight
of the destruction... So nmuch pain
to be shared by so nany peopl e.

TERUTH
More will suffer the sane if we do
not act. Madrius is certain the
next attack will be near Muadria.
He |l eaves in the norning with half
of your remaining arny.

Isieth turns away fromthe south and | ooks at him

| SI ETH
VWhat of us |ords?

TERUTH
We have a quest to perform DMore
of a test, if you wll.
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And when do we | eave?

TERUTH
In the norning as well. Madrius
will give us directions before he

parts.

| si eth heads back i nsi de.

90.

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - | SI ETH S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Isieth goes to the dresser and bl ows out the candles. Teruth

goes back to sitting on the bed.

TERUTH
| understand if you don’t want to
go. ..

| SI ETH
1”1l be there.

Isieth stands in front of Teruth, he stands up.

hi m

| SI ETH
The strength inside ne weakens,
Teruth. | don’t know how nuch nore
| can take.

TERUTH
There is nothing you need to face
al one.

Isieth lets go of him

TERUTH
I will see you in the norning.

Teruth | eaves the room |sieth watches himgo.

I si eth hugs
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EXT. COVWVONVEALTH - MORNI NG
Madrius, Bern, Galidon and Kurien wait outside.
Vellin conmes out.

VELLI N
She still hasn’'t come down.

MADRI US
Alittle while |onger, then we nust
ride. |Is the arny ready?

VELLI N
Darwin is waiting by the east gate.

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - COVMON ROOM - MORNI NG
Teruth, Galen and Farix are sitting.

GALEN
We don’t have nuch tine. Let’s get
the instructions now before Mudrius
| eaves.

TERUTH
Vellin went out to get themif she
isn’t down in tine.

GALEN
Then we continue to wait.

FARI X
What’'s your hurry, CGalen?

GALEN
I’mjust anxious that’s all. Those
weapons, just the thought of them
has nme feeling like a child again.
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Isieth quietly walks into the room She wears the sane
clothing fromthe ride to Madri a.

| SI ETH
Are we goi ng?

EXT. ESSILLY - EAST GATE - MORNI NG

The four lords, Galidon, Bern, Madrius and Kurien ride out of
the east gate and stop. Waiting there already is Darwi n and
alittle under one thousand sol diers.

Madrius turns his horse to face the | ords.

MADRI US
From here, go east until you hit
the river. Then followit north to
the waterfall. The weapons are in
a hideaway right above it. You
must find a way up the cliff to get
to the only entrance on the west
side of the river. Once you are
there, behind the falls in the
hi deaway is an especially snooth
stone. It is your key into the
cave. The light nust be right,
ot herwi se you will have to wait.

The | ords exchange | ooks.

FARI X
We should be back in Madria in
three or four days.

MADRI US
The tine for Isentia to unite is
near. All the luck to you ny
| ords.

The | ords take off east. The arny with Bern, Galidon,
Madrius and Kurien ride southeast.
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EXT. CASACCH A - MORNI NG

Ti enor | eads an arny, four-thousand strong, northwest of
Kashan. The arny rides fast.

EXT. CASACCHI A - NORTH SHORE - MORNI NG

One- hundred Calidez ships hit and. One-thousand dragon
riders soar in the air. The ships enpty into an arny of over
t went y- t housand.

The decks open up on the ships and another five-hundred
dragon riders fly into the air.

Qut of one ship only one dragon cones up. It is the biggest
of the dragons. On its back in a finely crafted seat is KING
RODERI CK(47) .

Roderick is a bulky man, six-foot five, grizzly black hair.
He wears plated arnor and a heavy netal crown with three blue
gens in the front.

Roderick flies his dragon across the arny.

RODERI CK
Al'l soldiers formup

The sol diers below arrange in twenty by twenty squares. Al
archers in the back, swordsnmen in the mddle, spearnen at the
front.

The dragons line up in five rows of three-hundred behind
Roderi ck.

RODERI CK
Mar ch!

In the east, Munt Fedi nus casts a shadow over the plains.
Dragons CRY out, soldiers do a war CHANT.
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EXT. ASCATH - FOREST - AFTERNOON

The lords ride through the forest on the nountain side. The
| and starts to level off.

EXT. ASCATH - RIVER - LATER

It is md-afternoon. The lords ride up to the river. It
flows at full capacity, a soothing SOUND to the flow of the
wat er .

The | ords di snobunt and wal k their horses to the river side.
The horses drink and graze in the grass.

The | ords wash off their faces with the river water.

Isieth | ooks to the north, followng the path of the river
She sees a fabul ous waterfall surrounded by a rock facing and
a gigantic tree top that spreads out fromw thin the rock

| SI ETH
That nust be the hideaway.

The other | ords | ook north.

TERUTH
It is beautiful.

GALEN
A hidden jewel in the heart of the
mountain. So nuch of Isentia still
remai ns a nystery.

| SI ETH
Even ny father never knew about
this and he knew this |and better
t hen any one.

FARI X
H s heart wasn’t for the nountain.
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Isieth sits back beneath a nearby tree, Galen and Fari x
follow her and sit as well.

You

| SI ETH
knew ny father well?

FARI X

Enough to know he cared not for the
orderly transgression of lord talk.
He often went into discussions of
life, its beauty and nost of all,

you

and At hor.

GALEN

He was a great lord, but a better
father. In a way he was like a
father to all of us.

Teruth smles fromover by the river and gets up. He wal ks
to them beneath the tree and sits.

TERUTH

There is one thing that Narain said

t hat
t hat

I will never forget. He said
inlife one can't find

happi ness, but that happi ness cones
fromw thin ones own capacity to
live life.

GALEN

| remenber himtelling ne the sane
thing before | got married. It was
because of his words that | now
have a w fe.

For

FARI X
once we have sonmething in

common, Gal en.

Let

GALEN
us hope it is the only thing.
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Everyone LAUGHS

EXT. ASCATH - RIVER - LATER

The lords ride up the river side. The forest starts to get
denser, old growh, roots and vines block the path. The
SOUND of the waterfall ever closer.

EXT. ASCATH - RIVER - LATER
Galen pulls his horse to a halt.

GALEN
Time to continue by foot. Tie your
horses up here.

They continue through the dense forest next to the river,
hacking a path with their swords.

Galen, in the lead, cuts through a severely thick patch of
t horn bushes and appears before the waterfall. The other
three I ords come up behind him

Galen’s nouth is wide open. The lords stand bel ow a
waterfall that drops vertically over two-hundred feet.

GALEN
Now that’ s an eye opener.

The lords admre the waterfall a nonent | onger.
Isieth starts wal king west al ong the base of the cliff.
I SI ETH

There should be a way up the rock
farther west.
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EXT. ASCATH - CLIFF - AFTERNCON

Isieth leads the lords along the cliff base until the sl ope
gradual ly gets less. The rocks act |like a stairway. Isieth
| ooks up as high as she can.

| SI ETH
This should do it.

Terut h | ooks up.

TERUTH
I never thought | would have a fear
of heights, but now that | | ook up,

ny heart starts to sink. Worst
thing is, we haven't even started
to clinb.

Farix starts clinbing the rocks. He stops ten feet up and
| ooks down.

FARI X
Teruth, you go next, then Isieth
and then Galen. Don’t | ook down,
it will just make things worse.

They all clinb with ease on the rocky cliff.

EXT. ASCATH - CLIFF - LATER

They are now about half way up the cliff. The cliff isn't as
steep anynore, but way |less rocks to grab a hold of. Farix
is a good twenty feet higher then the rest.

FARI X
(serious)
Wat ch yourself coming up to this
section. One wong step, and you
wll take a nasty spill.
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TERUTH
(sarcastically)
Why t hank you, good |ord Farix.
You have just made ne feel so nuch

better.
FARI X
(j oki ng)
Ch, did | forget to nention, don't
| ook down.
TERUTH
Once again, your insight is nost
wel coned.

I sieth stops clinbing, holding back | aughter.
| SI ETH
Stop, please stop. |I'magoing to

lose ny grip if I start |aughing.

Teruth and Isieth nmake their way up to the second half of the
cliff.

Galen finds holds for his hands. He starts to bring up his
left foot. The rock under his right foot gives away.

Hs left foot finds a spot, too late. The pull of his body
fromhis right leg pulls his left off of its rock

Hs left hand |l oses its hold. He dangles by his right finger
tips.

GALEN
Hel p!

Isieth starts goi ng back down sl owy.

| SI ETH
" mcom ng, hold on.
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TERUTH
Be careful. The slightest m stake
and you' Il both fall.

Isieth gets right down next to Gal en.
| SI ETH
G ve nme your left hand and 1’11

help you find a hold for it.

She | eans her right hand down and pulls up on Galen’s
extended left hand. They find a sturdy hold.

Gal en soon finds foot holds.

| SI ETH
You okay?

GALEN
Yeah, thanks.

They continue to clinb.

EXT. ASCATH - CLIFF - LATER

The lords stand at the top of the cliff in a forest as dense
as the one below. They followthe cliff to the east.

FARI X
W' re al nbst there.

Farix |l eads themthrough what is left of the forest and they
cone out by a rock facing with an opening just to the north.
EXT. CASACCHI A - AFTERNOCON

It is late afternoon. The two armes are a few hundred feet

apart. The Kashan arny riding fast on their horses, the
Calidez arny going at a marchi ng pace.
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EXT. CASACCH A (CALI DEZ ARMY) - AFTERNOON
Roderick sees the Kashan arny com ng close. He grins.

RODERI CK
Hol d your ground! Archers, fire!

The Calidez arny stops in its ranks, Roderick |eads the
dragons on.

EXT. CASACCHI A ( KASHAN ARMY) - CONTI NUOUS

Ti enor pushes his arny on. Thousands of arrows cone flying
towards the Kashan arny taking out hundreds.

EXT. CASACCHI A - CONTI NUOUS

The two armes collide. The dragons fly down fromthe sky,
t aki ng out hundreds of soldiers in a few swoops.

The dragons circle back and spit FIRE, scorching the plains

and many of the Kashan soldiers in the rear. Dozens of
dragons fall from arrows.

EXT. CASACCHI A (TI ENOR) - CONTI NUQUS

Tienor fights fromhis horse, the scout staying nearby.
Tienor’s sword hacks away on both sides taking off nmany heads
and severing many |inbs.

He takes a quick glance at the darkened sky.

Tl ENOR
Take t hem down!

He | ooks back down in tine to block an attack. He cuts the

spear in half and stabs the assailant through the throat.
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EXT. CASACCHI A - CONTI NUOUS

A few hundred arrows fly at the dragons to no good. Only ten
nore dragons fall, the others barely wounded.

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - H DEAVWAY - EVEN NG

A waterfall fifty feet high falls into the hideaway. A huge
tree in the mddle cones up fromthe water, its canopy shades
everything over the top of the rock sides.

The lords walk in, the grass around the edge turns to |ayers
of shale closer to the pool of water.

Isieth | ooks around.

| SI ETH
This place is beautiful.

GALEN
I can only inmagi ne what it would be
like in the afternoon sun.

Teruth wal ks around the shale to the waterfall. Spray
spl ashes ever ywhere.

TERUTH
Wat ch your step on the shale, it is
quite slippery.

Fari x steps ahead of Teruth and goes under the waterfall.
There is a five foot deep cave eroded into the rock cliff.

FARI X
Stay back. There isn’t nuch |ight
in here.

Farix searches the floor of the small cave. He gets down on

hi s hands and knees, feels the ground with his hands.
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The sun creeps into the gap in the rock wall. The |ight
streans right in behind the waterfall. One rock glimmers in
the |ight.

Teruth walks in to the cave.

TERUTH
I think | found it.

He kneel s down and presses the rock into the ground. It
gives easily. The back of the cave slides into the rock.

The lords all watch, torches ignite. A long tunnel is
reveal ed.

GALEN
You going to | ead again Farix?

Gl en wal ks in next to Fari x.

FARI X
VWhat’'s the matter, Gal en? Scared?

Isieth and Teruth wal k by themand start into the tunnel.

GALEN
It’s just that you seemto |ead so
wel | .

FARI X
Then | think I will |ead.

Farix turns to face the tunnel.

| SI ETH
Conme on you two!

Isieth and Teruth are already twenty feet in. Farix and
Galen run in.
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I NT. HI DEAVAY TUNNEL - EVEN NG
Fari x and Galen catch up to Isieth and Teruth.

FARI X
Thanks for waiting.

TERUTH
We t hought you two m ght be a
whi | e.

GALEN

If he woul d have just started
wal ki ng we woul dn’t have fallen

behi nd.
| SI ETH
(sarcastically)
Sur e.
FARI X

Let’s just see where this goes.

Fari x skips ahead of Isieth to take the | ead.

I NT. H DEAWAY TUNNEL - LATER

The path keeps going straight. It gets HOITER, the walls
start to gl ow.

| SI ETH
We are heading into the | ayers
beneat h t he vol cano.

TERUTH
So soon?

| SI ETH
They are said to | ead throughout
t he nountain, even this far south.
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They continue on. The tunnel just gets hotter, the |ords
sweat nore.

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN - EVEN NG

The | ords appear in a cavern with solid nolten walls and pits
of LAVA

A GHOSTLY inage of Madrius fromthe dragon war appears before
them they stop

GHOST MADRI US
To claimthe weapons that are
concealed within this cave, you
nmust first survive the trial at
hand.

The ghost di sappears. CGROAS cone from deeper in the cavern.
The nolten walls SH FT about on top of the lava. The pits of
| ava harden over, then SPIT the hardened rock back up.

GALEN
Thi s | ooks fun.

TERUTH
Madri us never nentioned anyt hing
about this.

FARI X
Maybe one of us coul d have been
smart enough to ask what the task
woul d be.

Isieth wal ks into the maze.
| SI ETH

There is no turning back now. Cone
on.
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EXT. CASACCH A - EVEN NG

The riders of Kashan fight furiously in the hordes of Calidez
infantry. The field is covered in blood and bodi es.

EXT. CASACCHI A ( KASHAN ARMY) - CONTI NUOUS

The dragons continue to ravage the rear ranks of the arny.

EXT. CASACCHI A (TI ENOR) - CONTI NUQUS

Tienor turns his sword into a dance atop his horse. He
spills | akes of blood with each slash of his bl ade.

A Calidez soldier junps at him spear held high.

Ti enor bl ocks and takes off the back of the soldiers head on
t he counter sw ng.

Ti enor brings the sword back over in a snooth notion,

st abbi ng anot her sol di er between the eyes.

EXT. CASACCHI A - CONTI NUOUS

The Kashan arny is divided. Only a few hundred remain. The
Cal i dez ranks surround them maki ng qui ck work of smal

groups.

The dragons soar above the battle. No arrows fly towards

t hem

EXT. CASACCHI A (TI ENOR) - CONTI NUQUS

Ti enor continues to decimate Calidez soldiers. The scout is
still behind himfighting very little.

Ti enor takes a quick glance at the scout.
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TI ENOR
CGet back to Kashan! Raise the
alarmto evacuate! The counci
will know what to do!

The scout turns and takes off at speed.

EXT. CASACCHI A ( RODERI CK) - CONTI NUOUS

Roderi ck watches the battle fromhis dragon. He sees a |one
rider separate fromthe battle, riding southeast.

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN - N GHT

The | ords wal k through the shifting walls, avoiding gaps. A
lava pit opens right before themand a wall shifts to revea
a way through.

They pass through the gap. Five FLAM NG SKELETON SOLDI ERS
await them They carry round shields and rapiers and stand
over seven feet tall. They leap at the |ords.

The | ords stunble back. They step back carefully dodgi ng
attacks, pulling out their swords.

The counterattack is swift and the | ords advance. Attacks
are bl ocked, swords cut through bone and pierce it, the
skel etons flinch.

A pit of lava opens up behind the skeletons and they fall in.
The skeletons nelt instantly. The pit hardens over.

Galen wipes his eye browwth the back of his |eft hand.

GALEN
That was rather exhilarating.

TERUTH
Ch conme now. They could have
skewered us for dinner.
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FARI X
| admit, it was nice to fight
sonet hing that | can harm
| sieth steps ahead of them
| SI ETH
I’msure the worst is still to

cone.

The | ords conti nue on.

EXT. CASACCHI A (TIENOR) - NI GHT

Faint light fromtorches. Tienor swings away. Hi s horse
dodges the assaults from Calidez. One dagger PIERCES
Tienor’s left leg, he CRIES out.

He swings his sword dowmn to his left quickly taking the upper
right portion of the soldiers body off, head and arm

TI ENOR
Fal | back! Fal | back!

He continues to fight.

EXT. CASACCHI A - CONTI NUOUS

The Kashan arny separates fromthe battle. Only three-
hundred ride away. Tienor is all alone.

The dragons cone down fromthe sky and take chunks out of the
retreating arny.

EXT. CASACCHI A (TI ENOR) - CONTI NUOUS

Ti enor bl eeds frommany cuts now. He continues to flail his

sword around.
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He passes out and falls fromhis horse into the bl oody bodies
on the ground. His body is perfectly still.

Sol di ers wal k over, and by, him

EXT. CASACCHI A (RODERI CK) - N GHT

Roderick LAUGHS out. He rides his dragon over the
battlefield, many torches bel ow.

RODERI CK
Ref or m r anks!

The army quickly shuffles beneath himinto organi zed groups.
Still over eighteen-thousand nmen and nore then one-thousand
dragons alive.

Roderi ck watches the few remai ni ng Kashan soldiers retreat.

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN - N GHT

The lords are in the heart of the maze. They take a right
around a corner, then a left. A spot on the floor starts to
turn red.

A BURST of |ava shoots right in front of Isieth. She
stunbl es back, her face inches away from being nelted off.

| SI ETH
That was not what | needed!

She slans her sword into the rock wall. She breathes deeply.
FARI X
This is no norning stroll. Every
step nmust be taken as if it were
our | ast.
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GALEN
The wal s and floors are shifting
so often.

FARI X

The walls don’t cause nuch of a
problem and if you watch the
floors carefully, you can tell when
they will give way.

Farix starts to |l ead themon, Isieth noves in close behind
hi m

FARI X
Stick close and keep a keen eye out
for skeletons. 1'msure nore | oom

within these walls.

Farix |l eads themthrough the maze. The walls continue to
shift, pits open up but are dodged.

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN - LATER

The path opens up into a wide bridge that extends over a
nmol ten river.

On the other side is a monunment of the four |ords and Madrius
fromthe dragon war. (Fromleft to right: Necidal, Saturi,
Madrius, Gredin and Faltor)

Bel ow t he nmonunent is five chairs. The four for the lords
have the provincial enblens carved into the back.

FARI X
GQuess there aren’t anynore
skel et ons.

Gal en steps onto the bridge.

GALEN
Wiy is this bridge so w de?
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Fari x goes ahead of Gal en.

FARI X
VWhat does it matter? Cone on,
let’s get this done wth.

The lords walk on the bridge. It starts to SHAKE. MOLTEN
WATERFALLS cut off the ends of the bridge.

The | ords back into each ot her.

TERUTH
What’' s goi ng on here?

Forty flam ng skeletons, |ike before, appear on the bridge
ahead of them They are lined up in rows of eight.

| SI ETH
Fari x, you ever heard of thinking
bef ore you speak?

Farix pulls out his sword.

FARI X
A few tinmes, but never took it too
seriously.

The rest of the |lords take out their swords. The skel etons
advance on them

| SI ETH
M ght be a good tine to take it
seriously.

They line up, |eaving four feet between them
Ei ght skel etons crash on their line. Each take on two.
Quick work is nade of themas well as the next two waves of

ei ght.

The next sixteen skel etons advance in a collective group.
The | ords are pushed back towards the nolten waterfall.
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| SI ETH
Anyone have a pl an?

Isieth bl ocks an attack and ducks under another. A shield
cones down to hit her.

Teruth intercepts it with his blade and kicks the skel eton
arm asi de.

Isieth lunges her blade into the skeletons rib cage and
curves the sword up to sever the spine.

TERUTH
Everyone back into each other and
we can fight in a circle. Maybe we
can spin ourselves through to the
ot her si de.

GALEN
That sounds ri di cul ous.

TERUTH
You have a better idea?

They conti nue backi ng up.

FARI X
I know, we could flail around on
the ground and hope they laugh to
deat h.

GALEN
Even in the face of utnost danger
you prove utterly hopel ess Fari x.

FARI X
It is agift, | assure you.
| SI ETH

Let’s just do this.
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They back into each other. The nolten fall is five feet
behind them The |lords advance like a whirling top.

Their swords swing in defensive fashion as they rotate
positions. All attacks are bl ocked.

The skel etons step aside. The |ords pass through, untouched,
to the center of the bridge.

The lords line back up with sone space between them and the
fifteen skel etons. The skel etons advance on them shields
hi gh, rapiers pointed straight out.

The | ords charge forward. Just before they reach the
skel etons they drop and roll, comng up in a notion that
severs four of the skeletons |ower spines.

Isieth and Galen lunge their swords forward fromthe roll and
take out two nore skeletons by their spines. N ne left.

Isieth spins away from an attack, her sword swi ngs back on
the spin and takes the skel etons head off.

Farix redirects an attack into the ground and kicks the
shield of the skeleton right through the skull, shattering
it. Seven left.

Gal en bl ocks a series of blows fromtwo skel etons.

Teruth sl ashes down and takes off one of the arns and then
slices horizontally taking out the legs. The skel eton
squirms on the ground with only a shield.

Galen still fends off the two skeletons. He ducks down,

al nost doing the splits, as he severs one spine and spins on

t he ground, taking off the others ankles. Four left.

Each | ord matches up with a skel eton.
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I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN ( GALEN) - SI MULTANEQUS

Gal en quickly gets his against the edge of the bridge, knocks
its sword away and it falls back over the edge.

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN ( TERUTH) - SI MULTANECQUS

Teruth is overpowered, his armtired. H's sword is knocked
away. He sidesteps a vertical cut for his head, then ducks a
hori zontal swing for his chest.

Teruth rolls sideways under another attack, picks up his
sword and throws it through the skeletons skull, splitting it
in half.

I NT. H DEAVWAY CAVERN (FARI X) - SI MULTANEQUS
Farix is engaged in a skillful dance of blocks and attacks
with his skeleton. The skeleton tries the nove Enrick used

to disarmhimbut Farix recoils in tine.

He attacks forward in a fury of assaults that the skel eton
can barely bl ock.

Farix slashes off the arnms and splits the skeleton vertically
in half. H's sword conmes up red fromthe burning skel eton

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN (I SI ETH) - SI MULTANEQUS

Isieth struggles with the skeleton attacking her. Her armis
flying around | oosely, tired. She blocks a series of

attacks, each one harder to recover.

She barely junps a | ow slash at her shins, then blocks a
swing to her stomach. Another swi ng cones down for her head.
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She places the flat of her blade in her enpty hand and bl ocks
the blow. The force makes her drop her sword, a cut in her
hand t hat supported the bl ade.

The skeleton raises its sword, tip down at |sieth.

A sword flies through the air and cuts the skeleton in half.
It crunbles to the ground.

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN - CONTI NUOUS

Galen wal ks to Isieth and hel ps her up. She recovers her
bl ade and sheathes it.

| SI ETH
| owe you one.

Galen wal ks to the thrown bl ade and picks it up.

GALEN
Thought you coul d use a flying
sword is all.

| SI ETH
Still, you saved ny life.

Farix and Teruth walk up to Isieth, they wi pe the rubble from
their swords and sheath them

FARI X
I think I will point things out
just as they happen from now on.

TERUTH
Great, then we can hate you at the
exact nonent we have a probl em

FARI X
Seens nore conveni ent that way.
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Isieth hits Farix and Teruth gently over the back of their
heads.

| SI ETH
Let’s go.

The | ords wal k across the remaining part of the bridge and
approach the nonunent.

Ghost Madrius appears in the center chair.

GHOST MADRI US
Wel |l done, lords of Isentia. As
the rightful heirs to your thrones,
you may now |l ay claimto these
weapons forged in the heart of
Far am ne.

Ghost Madrius sweeps his staff fromleft to right. Ghosts of
Neci dal, Saturi, Gredin and Faltor appear in the stone chairs

bel ow t he nponument.

GHOST MADRI US
Behol d, your forefathers.

Isieth | ooks at Necidal wth unwavering eyes.

FLASHBACK

I NT. COMMONWEALTH - COUNCI L HALL - AFTERNCON

Isieth(12) sits on NARAIN(36)’'s lap. She looks intently at
his face. He |ooks just Iike Necidal.

| SI ETH
Tell nme of your trip, father.

NARAI N
The days were warm the sun ever
shi ni ng.

( MORE)
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carvi ngs.
beauti f ul

Gal en pulls back on the string,

NARAI N( cont ' d)
Herds of dear would run through the
tall grass of the plains so
gracefully. The wind fromriding
was refreshing, and then | saw
Kashan. 1t was glorious in the
m ddl e of the plains, the banners
hi gh above the city. Wat a
beautiful city in the heart of a
green world.

| SI ETH
| can’t wait to see it soneday.

NARAI N
You wi Il have that chance yet
chi I d.

Nar ai n ki sses her forehead.

END FLASHBACK

I NT. H DEAWAY CAVERN - CONTI NUOUS

The other lords Iine up with their forefathers.

GHOST MADRI US

Now step forward and cl ai myour

awar d.

is incredibly light.

i mge of flowers.
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The forefathers reach into their ghostly figures with both
hands and pull out a weapon for each. They hand them over.

Isieth, Farix and Teruth each receive a fabulously crafted
It has a dianond bl ade that surges and shines with
power yet
Gal en receives a magnificently carved bowwith intricate

Hol es throughout the wi de center create a

t he bow fl exes way back.

2005
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GHOST MADRI US
These weapons are yours to w el d.
No one beyond your bl oodlines wll
be able to touch them

The four ghost |ords disappear.

GHOST MADRI US
Your true test has yet to cone.
You will find strength with a
united land... But nost of all,
friendship and trust.

Ghost Madrius thrusts his staff towards the nolten area they
wal ked t hrough. A breeze blows through drying the sweat on
the lords’ faces.

Torches now | ight the cavern fromthe outer walls. The ghost
bows and di sappears into the nonunent.

Isieth still stares intently at the chair that Necida
appeared in. She walks up to it and touches the enbl em of
her province at the top of the chair.

EXT. ASCATH MOUNTAI N - H DEAVWAY - MORNI NG

It is raining. The sky is dark gray, the w nd bl ow ng.
THUNDER sounds to the west.

The | ords cone out from behind the waterfall.

FARI X
This rain is a strange onen.
Sonmething isn't right.

TERUTH
We shoul d rest up.

GALEN
Al this so sudden. What is to
become of us?
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FARI X
W nust stay strong and true to
each other. W have proven that we
can fight as one this night. Let
us prove it to Calidez and Lowen.

Isieth is already asleep under a rock overhang. Galen |ooks
at her.

GALEN
Her strength lifts my heart.
Despite all of her sorrow Isieth
has made a believer out of nme. |
t hought her to be a curse, but
instead, | now find her to be a
shining light in the dark ahead.

Gal en wal ks over and sits next to her.
GALEN
Such beauty shoul d not have to see
such a tine.

Teruth and Farix sit next to @Gl en.

TERUTH
These Iands will know her nane yet.

Teruth and Farix fall asleep.

Galen sits awake, | ooking at the huge tree. Water drips down
into the pond, alnost |ike MJSIC

EXT. CASACCHI A - MORNI NG

Blood is spilled everywhere, thousands of nen, horses and a
few dragons are dead.

Tienor is soaked in blood, lying still. H's chest noves, his
exposed cuts crusted over with blood. He props hinself up
and | ooks around the field.
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To the southeast the Calidez arny marches towards Kashan.

EXT. CASACCHI A - SOUTH OF KASHAN - MORNI NG

Four thousand soldiers patrol behind the tens of thousands
of Kashan citizens as they head sout h.

In the front of the vast anpunt of citizens is the council of
seven and the scout.

FADE OUT:

THE END
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