Science, more science and still more science is needed to lay the strong foundations for the development and growth of an individual, a society, a nation and the world - 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

Dear friends, 
We take great pleasure in informing you that Department of Geology, Bundelkhand University, Jhansi is organizing 2nd International Conference on Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism (PCGT–2009) from February 24–28, 2009. The conference is intended to provide an opportunity for young scientists to interact with eminent scientists and get acquainted with latest development in the area of earth sciences. An international conference on Precambrian Continental Growth & Tectonism (PCGT–2005) was previously organized successfully at Bundelkhand University, Jhansi in February 2005. Participants from across the globe expressed their satisfaction with the quality of scientific deliberations & hospitality extended to them. 
The university is running several new programs in pure and applied sciences. The participants will get an opportunity to visit various institutes in the university and to interact with our young faculty. Jhansi is a historical city with many nearby places of tourist interests such as Orchha, Khajuraho, Agra, Shivpuri, and Chritkoot.
I cordially invite you and your colleagues to participate in the scientific deliberations and wish for your cooperation and support. Thanking you and looking forward to welcoming you.

V.K. Mittal
Vice–Chancellor & Patron, PCGT–2009
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Harsh K Gupta

Raja Ramanna Fellow
National Geophysical Research Institute

Hyderabad – 500007, India
The Bundelkhand University, Jhansi, India is organizing the 2nd International Conference on Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism (PCGT–2009) in central India during February 24–28, 2009. The conference will include a one day geological field excursion to a number of interesting Precambrian terrains to provide participants with an opportunity to personally view and examine field evidence used to support of various concepts. The organization of this conference is motivated by the widely shared thought that recent studies on the Ages, and the Isotopic and Seismic characteristics of the Indian continental lithosphere, especially its collage of Precambrian cratons and intervening terrains, provide an evocative perspective to formulate and test hypotheses on the evolution of Precambrian terrains. 
The Indian continental lithosphere contains samples of almost all accretion super events from Archaean to the Pan-African event that dominated the reworking of older continental crust. Several recent investigations of the structure and geochemistry of its diverse terrains on micro to macro scales, as well images of the deeper crust produced through broadband and controlled source seismology, provide interesting clues for synthesis. Jhansi is located on the promontory of the exposed Indian Shield that flexes northward to form the Himalayan foredeep and has a rich history common to all transition regions. The region experienced repeatedly influx of flourishing cultures and conquests, which can be sensed even today. Its folklore is evocative of deep traditions of honor and valor that are sung and cherished all over India, and which are deeply embedded in the various cultural expressions of the region.

The organizing committee will strive to provide the best possible facilities to participants during the conference, as well as other facilitating arrangements for visiting places of cultural interest, in addition to the geological field trip. It is our earnest hope that the conference will not only prove to be a significant threshold for scientists from which to look back to the development of ideas of continental growth and dream ahead, but also provide an enriching experience of one of India's unique cultures with an ambience that can still be sensed and enjoyed.

Harsh K Gupta

President, PCGT–2009
Preamble

Whereas a fair stock of knowledge exists on geophysical, geological, geochemical evidence for aspects of Precambrian plate tectonic processes and related magmatism, this is very much a field on ongoing interest and research. There still remains immense wide scope for in depth research on the subject since the time period involved is enormously long and it witnessed a wide range of evolving geological processes including plate tectonics and magmatism. The associated debates are of great interest because a large proportion of the present continental crust was accreted during the Precambrian and also because Precambrian cartons are the principal reservoirs of many economic mineral deposits. The subject is therefore of paramount pure and applied significance, not only in the contemporary context but also in perceiving a broad temporal perspective of geodynamics and its implications to the future earth.

Despite the fact that access to state of the art knowledge on each discipline has become convenient with revolutionary advances in global access to information, virtually nothing can substitute for the vitality of interactive platforms which provide scholars with the much-needed opportunities for closer interaction and thought exchange. It is with this mission that the youthful Institute of Earth Sciences of Bundelkhand University, Jhansi, India, has come forward with the idea of convening the five days 2nd International Conference on Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism (PCGT–2009) to be held between February 24–28, 2009.

The 1st International Conference on Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism (PCGT–2005) was organized at Bundelkhand University, Jhansi during February 22–27, 2005. Abstracts of 157 scientific contributions across the globe were received and 85 were presented orally with the rest of them displayed in poster sessions. The proceeding of the conference were published by ELSEVIER publication in a special volume of GONDWANA RESEARCH on Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism No.12 (3), October, 2007.

Theme

The present conference proposes to focus mainly on the following themes:

· Magmatism and Crustal Evolution

· Plate Motion, Palaeomagnetism and Reconstruction of Supercontinents

· Structure and Tectonics

· Metamorphism, Metasomatism and Fluids

· Sedimentation and Sedimentary basins

· Geochronology

· Metallogeny
· Miscellaneous
Submission of Extended Abstracts and Full Papers

Extended abstracts including text, figures and tables; not spread over two A4 size pages, typed in single space, without any indent for line/paragraph; are invited to reach the Organizing Secretary as an attachment file in MS-Word in Times New Roman 12 pt to conference_pcgt@yahoo.com or vinodksingh@yahoo.com latest by January 15, 2009. The acceptance of scrutinized abstracts will be communicated in first week of January 2009.

Full-length papers made available up to March 20, 2009 will be published following peer review and scrutiny by a reputed international journal/publisher.
Language

The authors are requested to submit the extended abstracts in English. These will be reproduced in an abstract volume to be distributed to the participants.
Bundelkhand University: An Emerging Centre of Excellence

The Bundelkhand University, a center of higher learning, research and professional training came in to existence on August 25, 1975 and belongs to the younger generation of Indian Universities. Nestled in the lap of Kamason hillocks, it is spread over a sprawling 186 acre area. The University comprises 26 Institutes offering 140 courses that cater to the need of more than 9000 students in the various field of study leading to graduate, post-graduate and Ph.D./D.Sc./ D.Lit/LLD degrees in campus.
Institute of Earth Sciences: At a Glance

The establishment of the Institute of Earth Sciences is aimed to impart knowledge and quality research in several frontier areas of pure and applied sciences of contemporary significance, which will guide and perhaps even revolutionize the current approaches to exploration for natural resources including mineral, energy, water etc. and lead to better management for the welfare and  environment of mankind. The Department of Geology is contributing knowledge, especially in the field of Geodynamics of Global Tectonics, Structural Geology, Petrology, Palaeomagnetism, Geochemistry, Watershed Management, Geo-environmental degradation, Quaternary Geology, Isotope Geology, Exploration Geophysics and Remote Sensing & GIS application of natural resource management etc. 

The Bundelkhand region is rich in mineral resources but it has not been exploited judiciously. Geo-environmental degradation due to ill-planned mining and scarcity of water due to drought are other vexing problems in the region that demand immediate attention. Realizing its responsibility, the Department of Geology has planned to carry out advanced research towards finding viable solutions for these issues. The Department of Geology runs three years Under-Graduate and two years Post-Graduate courses, besides a doctoral program. 

Weather

The climate in the month of January in Jhansi is pleasant. Temperature may vary between 20 to 8°C. Warm cloths may be required during conference time.

Organization

The scientific sessions will comprise oral and poster presentations.
· In order to accommodate a large number of relevant papers, a time slot of maximum of 12 minutes will be allotted for the oral presentation on LCD followed by an additional 3 minutes for discussion. 

· The poster presentations (A0 size) relevant to the theme will be accommodated simultaneously with the oral session as per time scheduled.

· The invited theme paper may incorporate a review of present state of knowledge and new findings of global scientific interest.

· A meeting of International Scientific Council comprising eminent scientists of repute will be held at the end of the conference to evaluate the suggestions made during the sessions for future researches with a view to identifying specific geological problems in an Indian context.

Registration Fee

For foreign delegates the Registration Fee will be US$ 200 per person. For Indian delegates the registration Fee is fixed at Rs. 2000/. Limited Research Scholar and spouse accompanying the delegates may register at a concessional rate of 50%. All the Fee should be send in a form of Demand Draft in favour of “Precambrian Continental Growth & Tectonism” payable at State Bank of India, Bundelkhand University Branch (code 3808), Jhansi. The fee covers the conference kit, abstract volume, lunch, tea/coffee & dinner during the conference. 

Interested scientists may get their registration through e-mail: conference_pcgt@yahoo.com and the registration fee should reach the abovesaid bank account or Dr. V.K. Singh, Organizing Secretary, Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism (PCGT–2009), Department of Geology, Bundelkhand University, Jhansi (UP)–284 128, INDIA  on or before February 03, 2009. 
Hotel Accommodation

Foreign participants will be accommodated in Bundelkhand University International Centre (BUIC) @ US $ 30 per day per person (share with one) and @ US$ 40 per day (single person). Indian delegates will be accommodated in hotels @ Rs. 1200 – 2000 per day. Research scholars and students will be accommodated in a guest house @ Rs. 500 – 600 per day.
Field Excursion

A one day field excursion has been planned to visit geologically interesting exposures of different types of granitoids, dykes and volcanics emplaced in the Bundelkhand Craton. The Bundelkhand Craton lies north of the Narmada Son Lineament and is less well understood than the Dharwar, Singhbhum, Bastar cartons which lie to the south. The Bundelkhand Craton has a complex evolutionary history extending from early Archean to Proterozoic times and a number of highly deformed early Archean crustal belts (amphibolite, quartzites, BIF, schist and calc-silicates) intruded by syn- to late Na-rich tonalite -trondjhemite - granodiorite (TTG) of 3.3, 3.0 and 2.7 Ga have been identified in this craton. Profuse veins of giant quartz reef and associated polymetallic sulphide and pyrophyllite - diaspore mineralisation are emplaced in brittle-ductile shear zones. Mafic magmatism in the Bundelkhand Craton during the Proterozoic was manifested in the form of NW-SE trending dykes, which intrude the Bunelkhand Granitoid rocks along fractures and truncate the NE-SW striking quartz reefs. Detailed geological information will be supplied to the delegates along with the conference kit.

Visa (for foreign delegates)

You are advised to check requirements for a visa to travel to India from a nearby Indian embassy/consulate section in your country.
Financial Support

We are exploring the possibility of offering partial financial support to deserving candidates, especially to young scientists and students whose abstracts are accepted for oral presentation. Applicants should submit a calculation of their costs and the amount of possible self-financing along with their abstract by December 20, 2008. 
Venue and Approach

The conference will be held in the Auditorium and Concert Hall of the Bundelkhand University, Kanpur Road, Jhansi (UP), India. Jhansi is the gateway to Bundelkhand and is linked still with the legend of its fiery queen, Rani Lakshmibai, who led forces against the British Raj in 1857, sacrificing her life to the cause of Indian Independence. The city is surrounded by many historical places of interest.

The participating delegates will be provided with relevant information for travel and tourism in and around Jhansi, which retains some important historical and cultural sites from its long history such as Jhansi Fort, Khajuraho (the vibrant forces of life, love and joy are depicted in pliant stone on the temples), Orchha, Datia etc.

Foreign participants arriving by flights at Indira Gandhi International Airport are advised to take Shatabdi Express (Train No. 2001: departure 06.00 AM; arrival Jhansi at 10.40 AM) from New Delhi Railway Station. Tickets are available on the same day from 5.00 AM at Shatabdi ticket counter and on board the train you may buy a ticket from TTE. We recommend to our overseas participants that they make their arrival one day in advance to participate in the inaugural function of the conference with a view to avoiding any inconvenience. 

Jhansi is well connected by trains from Delhi and all other parts of our country. For details of connecting trains please look at http://www.indianrail.gov.in  

Summary of Dates & Events
· Submission of extended abstract by January 15, 2009.

· Submission of Registration & accommodation Form along with Fee by February 03, 2009.
· Inauguration at 11.00A.M. on February 24, 2009.

We are looking forward of your active participation and cooperation in this conference, and hope our efforts will provide a scientific forum for the presentation and discussion of new data.

Ram Chandra 
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Registration Form

2nd International Conference on Precambrian Continental Growth 

& Tectonism (PCGT–2009)
February 24–28, 2009

Name :

Designation :

Sex :

Institution : 
Telephone :




Fax :  

E-mail :

Preferred Session :



Oral (    )
Poster (   )

Title of the Abstract :

I am enclosing D.D. for US $ 200/ Rs. 2000/- for registration. 
Demand draft in favour of “Precambrian Continental Growth & Tectonism” payable at State Bank of India, Bundelkhand University Branch (code 3808), Jhansi should reach the abovesaid bank account or Dr. V.K. Singh, Organizing Secretary, Precambrian Continental Growth and Tectonism (PCGT–2009), Department of Geology, Bundelkhand University, Jhansi (UP)–284 128, INDIA  on or before February 03, 2009. 

Date of arrival at Jhansi
Date of departure from Jhansi

Signature :
· Please complete the form neatly and return before February 03, 2009.
