

Class - I

GOD’S CALL

“The Lord called me from the womb; from the body of my mother he named my name.”  (Isaiah 49:1)

We, the children of God, are called by Him each of us, by our names. It was His call that brought us into existence. Through baptism, we are a part of the church, and the church is the instrument of God, which heeds His special call. God has something planned for each one of us. God needs us in His vineyard but the freedom of choice is ours – to respond or refuse. Is it right that we refuse to respond to His call when He calls each one of us personally?

In the Bible we have a long list of people who were called by God. Eg: Noah, Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Prophets, Apostles etc. When we study and examine the lives of these people, we understand how God can work through us.
1. God’s call being a divine act, it is He who takes the initiative and plays the major role. “You did not choose me; I chose you and appointed you”.  John 15:16.

2. The basis of this call, which is God’s gift, is not the quality of man. (I Corinth. 1:26).

3. If God does not call, man is not able to attain anything by his desire or attempt. “And he went up on the mountain, and called to him those whom he desired; and they came to him”. (Mark 3:13)

4. God’s call has a special purpose for each one of us. God called Abraham to be the father of a nation (Gen. 12:1-3). He called Moses to be the leader to liberate His people from the slavery (Egypt) and lead them to the land of milk and honey (Exodus. 3:10). He called the prophets to be the spokesmen between God and the people. His only begotten son was called to be the savior of mankind.

5. God’s call is a challenge. His call demands adventure, a high degree of sacrifice and courage (Mark. 8:34).

The challenge of God’s call contains three aspects


(a)  Self sacrifice

· of what one has

· of those that one has

· of one’s life itself

(b) Taking the cross – welcoming with grace the loss that may come in life daily.

(c) Following – following Jesus by giving oneself to the plans and decisions of God

6. God’s call is of urgent nature. The answer must be given at once. No delay, no excuse is allowed (Luke. 9: 60-62).

7. The people who are called may have many defects, many draw backs. But God rectifies all these defects and strengthens them and sanctifies them (Isaiah 6:7).

8. It is God Himself who sends out those whom he has called to carry out his mission. (Jeremiah 1:7; Matt. 28:20).

9. God will always be with those whom he has sent. (Matt. 28:20; Jeremiah 1:8)

God is always calling the workers for harvest in His fields (Luke 10:2). If we are to distinguish his voice and to hear his loving call “come and see” (John 1:39) we must grow through the devotion of God’s words, prayers and worship.

WORKSHOP – I
1. Memory verse: Matthew 16:24

“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any man would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

2. Do we listen to the soft voice of God that murmurs in our heart of hearts by keeping down the tumults there? What are the forces that control us against this listening?

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Do we have the awareness that God calls us by name? If so, how far are the family and the church helpful in making this realistic and in enriching this?

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Class - II

DEDICATE TO GOD

Here am I!

In Palestine, there was a king called Abu-Taber. He was a warrior. He had only 3000 soldiers in his army. He had a neighboring king who had thirty thousand soldiers. Once this king sent a messenger to Abu-Taber and said, “Abu-Taber, you are a noble man, you know how to fight well. So I suggest that you should surrender and join me. Yours is a small kingdom. You have only 3000 soldiers. If you join me I will make you the commander-in-Chief of this large kingdom.”
Abu-Taber took this messenger into his small palace. He offered a seat to the messenger. Then Abu-Taber called his first soldier. Abu gave his dagger to the soldier and asked him to thrust it into his (soldier’s) breast. Immediately the soldier obeyed. He fell dead. He asked a second soldier to kill himself by jumping down from a steep place. He did it quite willingly. Abu asked the third soldier to shoot himself using his own pistol. At once the order was executed. Then Abu turned to the messenger and said, “Your king has a large army and an extensive kingdom where as I have only a small number of soldiers with me. But they are obedient to the point of death.”
MAN’S RESPONSE TO GOD’S CALL

As we have freedom we may or may-not answer God’s call. But what God desires is that we should respond positively to His call.

1. Isaiah’s response to God’s call.

- “Here am I!” (Availability) Isaiah 6:8. There after the prophet is not for himself, he is for others.

2. Abraham’s obedience to God’s call.


Gen. 12: 1- 9. God called Abraham to render (Gen. 22:2, 3)

Take your son whom you love the most, your only son, Isaac to the land Moriah and sacrifice him.

3. The Dedication of the widow of Zarephath.

          1 Kings 17:12-14.

4. The Dedication of Virgin Mary

“I am the Lord’s servant, may it happen to me as you have said” (Luke 1:38)

Mary was one who had dedicated herself completely to the word of God. Luke introduces Mary to us as one who listens to the word of God. “Mary was deeply troubled by the angel’s message (Luke 1:29). The sum and substance of Jesus’ work of salvation is the dedicated life. Jesus himself says “My food is to obey the will of the one who sent me and to finish the work he gave me to do (John 4:34). Dedication means giving completely to God to fulfill His will. This giving is the secret of Jesus’ work of salvation. Through her dedication Mary becomes a partner of this work of salvation, not just because she gave birth to Jesus, but she gave herself completely to God.

5. The Dedication of the Boy.

- He gave his whole to Jesus (John 6:9)

There was the boy. He had not much to offer but in what he had Jesus found the materials of a miracle, five loaves and two fish. Jesus needs what we can bring him. It may not be much but he needs it. God has chosen a cobbler from England – William Carie to evangelize India.
For dedication two things are necessary - giving-mind and possession (Being and having). There is no use of our giving what we have - without giving our mind (being). Similarly our giving of our being (mind) without giving our possession (having) also is useless. Give our being with our having. Being stands for the person and having stands for the possessions. Our being consists of three things – life, knowledge, love.

The greatest model of dedication is Jesus Christ. He surrendered Himself completely to the will of His Father (Luke 22:42).

DEDICATION – a continuing experience
Our parents dedicated us before God through baptism. This is to be renewed constantly. This is being done through Holy Communion. We must be able to give our best to God. This 'best' is our lives. "To present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship" (Romans. 12:1). 

WORKSOP - II

1. Memory verse: Romans 12:1

"I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship".
2. What is the significance of a dedicated life?

.…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. As a dedicated person what can you do for the reconstruction of your society and nation?

.…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

Class - III

SEND ME

Dr. Ida Scudder, the founder of the Vellore Hospital, was born in a mission house in India. As a youth she was not at all interested in missionary work. Her intention was to go to America for higher studies. One night she was sleeping in the Mission house. Then a villager came and asked her, thinking that she was a doctor, to attend his wife who was suffering from labor pain. Ida told him that she was not a doctor and pointed out that her father was the doctor. He was not willing to engage a male doctor, he wanted a female doctor. That night his wife died without getting medical attention. Ida was shocked. God spoke to Ida through this incident. God called her to treat the Indian women after taking a medical degree. She accepted the challenge. The result is what we see at Vellore-Hospital, Medical College and so on.

One is called to be sent. That is why Jesus sent his disciples with the liberating message.

Matthew 28:18, 19

" Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."

Luke 24:47

"and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem".

Directives obtained to different people under different circumstances.

Abraham:- 
 "Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves."
(Genesis 12:1-3)

Moses:-

"Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring forth my people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt."
(Exodus 3:10)

Isaiah:-

"Go, and say to this people: 'Hear and hear, but do not understand; see and see, but do not perceive.  Make the heart of this people fat, and their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed."
(Isaiah 6:9-10)

Paul:-

"Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name."
(Acts 9:15-16)

GOSPEL DIRECTIONS

1. Direction of the Kingdom of God.

John the Baptist and our Lord directed "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt.3:2, 4:17). When the Lord sent the twelve disciples he told them: "And preach as you go, saying, 'the kingdom of heaven is at hand " (Matt.10:7).

2. Direction of love

    Luke 6: 27-38

3. To fight against injustice.

     Matt. 5:38-39; Rom.12:21

God's call arises constantly from all circumstances towards all. The possibilities of one who sets out for Christ is beyond description. If we are to understand the saying of Christ "There is a large harvest, but few workers to gather it in" We have to look into the extensive fields with heavy crop ready to be harvested.

Like Paul we must also be prepared to ask "Lord, what shall I do for you?" and adopt changes in our modus of operation according to the answer we get from the Lord.

WORKSOP - III

1. Memory verse: Matthew 28: 19 - 20

" Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age."

2. Name 3 persons in the modern age who had special directives. What were they directed to?

.…………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………….………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Evaluate how far is the direction, to fight against injustice useful now?
………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….

………………………………………………………………………………………….
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