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Wyoming pool may go to voters

Group trying to put issue on the November ballot

BY ANDREA REEVES | COMMUNITY PRESS STAFF WRITER 

WYOMING -- If the Concerned Wyoming Citizens group gets its way, Wyoming voters will be casting votes on the pool issue in November.

The city has plans for a new $3.4 million aquatic facility at the Wyoming Recreation Center in Woodlawn, just outside the Wyoming city limits.

Pool architects from Markey and Associates have already drawn plans that include three separate pools as well as concession and locker facilities.

But a group of residents has been showing up at Wyoming council meetings ever since council adopted plans for the pool location in Woodlawn in January, citing concerns about children biking to Woodlawn alone to swim, the cost of the pool, and building another Wyoming facility in another jurisdiction.

After submitting a petition with 370 signatures in April opposing the city's pool plans, the group opposed to the pool plans is working to gather at least 500 signatures for an initiative petition that would place the issue on the November ballot.

As of early last week, the group had collected 250 signatures.

"We feel that even though we've been to council meetings since the adoption of this report in January and spoken out at council meetings, we don't feel anything's changed on the part of City Council or the city manager," said resident Debbie Bellman.

"What I'd like to see is the people be able to express their opinion. We haven't been able to get that through a forum, so we'll get it through a vote."

The ordinance the group is proposing for the November ballot would prohibit construction of the pool in the planned Woodlawn location, and require the city to build a pool within the city limits at a total cost of not more than $3 million dollars for the pool, aquatic facility and all related expenses.

Wyoming City Manager Bob Harrison said its interesting the group isn't suggesting a vote on the proposed pool.

"They have decided to submit a plan to the voters with no business plan, with no analysis done by any expert with no property location, with no evaluation of the potential operating costs and with no clue of what the total capital costs will be.

"I think if you look at their Web site, this effort which is being led by a board member of the swim club, suggests that the city should be in active discussions with the swim club regarding the pool and the City Council has in the past indicated that the city is building a public pool and is not going to use public money to rebuild the Wyoming Swim Club."
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