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Wyoming pool battle heats up

BY JANE PRENDERGAST | ENQUIRER STAFF WRITER
WYOMING - City officials plan to open bids to build a new swimming pool today, even though opponents of the proposed $3.4 million facility on Tuesday delivered 817 signatures of residents opposed to the plan.

Beyond that, nobody wants to say much about what might happen next in the fight over the proposed Wyoming Family Aquatic Center.

The city's attorney, Frank Klaene, has 10 days to review the petitions to determine if they are "valid and sufficient." He would not elaborate, except to say it means more than just that the signatures are from registered Wyoming voters.

"It's just not an answer I can give," he said.

He also would not address what impact - if the petitions are deemed "valid and sufficient" enough for a measure to go on the November ballot - an opponents' win at the ballot box would have, given that the pool likely will be well under way by then. City Council meets Monday night and could award a contract then.

Steve Goodin, a lawyer working for Concerned Wyoming Citizens, said his group likely will head to court today if the bids are opened.

"We're anticipating some funny business on their end," Goodin said of the city.

The opponents put together an initiative petition that says the city can spend no more than $3 million, and the pool has to be in Wyoming. The city's plan is slightly more expensive - $3.1 million, plus a 10 percent contingency to cover rising costs - but puts the pool adjacent to the current rec center on Springfield Pike, which is 200 feet out of the city limits in Woodlawn.

Opponents couldn't file for a referendum instead, for two reasons: City Council hasn't passed any ordinances, only resolutions; and the charter prohibits referendums on capital improvement projects.

Opponents have until Aug. 24 to make the fall ballot.
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