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Wyoming considers joint park district

32-acre area may be site for fields

BY ANDREA REEVES | COMMUNITY PRESS STAFF WRITER
WYOMING -- Springfield Township and Wyoming are currently in preliminary discussions with the Hamilton County Park District about creating a joint recreation district and leasing a 32-acre stretch of land on Lakeridge Drive in Springfield Township.

Both want to build recreational fields for both jurisdictions' baseball, lacrosse, soccer, football, softball, and ultimate Frisbee needs.

Wyoming is setting aside $25,000 in seed money in the capital improvement budget next year, for engineering or planning expenses.

After passing a 1-mill levy in 2002, the Park District bought the 32-acre plot as part of a 110-acre slice of land to preserve hundreds of acres of greenspace countywide, according to Park District Director Jack Sutton.

The remaining acreage is hill-and-valley topography that will remain in the control of the Park District to protect the watershed that drains from the hills into Winton Woods Lake, Sutton said.

How much the park would cost each jurisdiction to build and maintain is still unknown.

If the joint district is formed, the park would be a 100 percent shared facility, said Wyoming City Manager Bob Harrison.

It would be the responsibility of the city and township to jointly develop and maintain the park.

A board made of representatives from the three entities involved would be appointed to control who does what, Harrison said.

A subcommittee of representatives from the various athletic groups that would use the facilities would also be formed to assist in planning the facility.

Wyoming has a place-holder for the project in the 2007 budget for about $500,000. If the project came in at a much higher amount, the city and township might look at developing a portion of the 32 acres, Harrison said.

If the park is developed, it would open in 2008.

"The city has looked for an opportunity to partner with surrounding jurisdictions to be able to provide services at efficient cost for the taxpayers.

"This is an opportunity to be able to utilize 30 acres of property near our city," said Harrison.

"Partnering with the Park District and the township, the city is able to save quite a bit of money and still receive the benefit of the facilities."

Harrison said that while Wyoming does have facilities for the various sports, the city's facilities aren't meeting the current demand.

Springfield Township is in a similar position, according to Mike Hinnenkamp, township administrator.

"The resources to complete the facilities are difficult to obtain for one community," he said.

"I think we're blessed in a sense to be home to Winton Woods Park. We have that park, we have 17 other parks in Springfield Township, and I think if you talk to any of the coaches or the volunteers involved they would say we need more good quality fields available for practice and games."

Hinnenkamp said that while the township currently leases two fields from Winton Woods Park, the Park District would like to do something else with that land.

Plus, the 32-acre plot would accommodate multiple fields.
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