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Wyoming Aquatic Facility is more than a pool

VICKY ZWISSLER | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

You may have participated in or overheard discussions about the new Wyoming Family Aquatic Facility.

Investment in our community is how we build a home for our homes. A place for us to live, raise our families, strengthen our friendships and feel safe personally as well as safe in the financial investment in our homes.

How is building a $3.4 million pool in Woodlawn an investment in the community of Wyoming?  It’s an investment in the WOODLAWN community.  (That’s where the Rec Center employee taxes will be invested year after year, even after the facility is built).

In 1997, the city of Wyoming completed the City Master Plan with a committee of 25 members working alongside hundreds of additional residents in public meetings, the Planning Commission and professional consultants.

It is this 10-year document from which the city works to invest in and strengthen our community.

Our current Master Plan stresses the importance of the development of recreational facilities for the benefit of the growing number of young families with children who continue to move into Wyoming for the terrific school system.

The Aquatic Center belongs at the Rec Center. The Wyoming Recreation center currently has over 600 memberships -- not members, memberships!

Recreation programming revenues exceeded projections in 2005 by 46 percent. In the first quarter of 2006, recreation revenue is already 13 percent over projections.

The Aquatic Center development is more than a pool, it is a development that will bring much needed improvements such as expanded parking, drop off area and significantly improved entry off of Springfield Pike.

Does City Council want to “improve” the Recreation Center by building a pool there?  That is one way to “dress up” the Rec Ctr site - add a pool to justify the improvements - but is this what the Wyoming citizens want?  

The centralized facilities will enable our staff to provide even better service and more programming.

Yes, it is 200 feet outside our northern boundary in Woodlawn. In this day and age, our local jurisdictions need to be building relationships.

It is disturbing to hear a tiny group loudly protesting that we are not safe in Woodlawn. This is simply not true, the lack of police reports prove it. Woodlawn is a good neighbor.

We are NOT a tiny group loudly protesting!  When we went door-to-door in our neighborhoods circulating our petition, we found that about 80-90% of Wyoming residents are opposed to the current Aquatic Center proposal, primarily due to location, cost, safety, or some other reason.  So this “small” group is actually the MAJORITY of Wyoming citizens.

This same small and vocal group of residents are trying to cast doubt on the new Aquatic Facility and the integrity of this project.

I have personally stood witness to the planning process since joining the Recreation Commission in 1999 as an appointed commissioner and now as a senior member of City Council.

There have been surveys both formal and informal, literally hundreds of public meetings, and most importantly, hundreds of volunteer residents who have given thousands of hours to bring us to where we are today.

We know there was a large public forum (well-publicized) a few years ago to review a $25 million recreation center and pool at the current Civic Center location (which I did attend, along with hundreds of other citizens).  But I assume that the meetings Vicky refers to are Council meetings, Recreation Commission meetings, and Pool Task Force meetings (not “special” meetings advertised to the public for the primary purpose of discussing the pool).  However, most citizens aren’t aware of the agenda for these various “standard” meetings UNLESS it is widely publicized, such as the recent Galbraith Rd. Council meeting on April 17.  Therefore, they don’t know WHICH of the meetings to attend where the aquatic center will be discussed (publicity on the pool has been minimal, until recently).  Also, many citizens HAVE attended MANY council meetings over the past 9-10 months and spoken out about their concerns regarding the pool.  But nothing changed as a result.  And, as for the pool task force, their mission was to “design an aquatic center at the Rec Ctr”, which didn’t allow for citizen input regarding location.  In fact, I’d like to know how MANY citizens feel that they had ANY input or chance for input regarding the LOCATION of the Aquatic Center (in my research, it was the 11-member Recreation Commission that decided the location of the pool).

These people are your friends and neighbors who care about our community. They continue to diligently contribute their skills and time to further develop our community.

If you have questions about how we have arrived at the solutions before us ask one of your friends and neighbors who have contributed to the efforts. They will speak with confidence and pride of the work they have done.

Other than those 10 or 11 citizens on the recent Aquatic Center Task Force, I haven’t MET any of these “friends and neighbors” who have contributed to the efforts.  I have spoken to a couple of task force members, and they did convey that at first they were not in favor of the location.  But their mission was to design a pool AT the Rec Ctr.  Which meeting (where and when) was held where citizens could provide input as to the LOCATION of the pool, and how was this meeting publicized?  No one has been able to answer this question to my satisfaction.  And as for talking to friends and neighbors, the many people I’ve spoken to are overwhelmingly OPPOSED to the current proposal.

It is a very exciting time in our community, it is a place that has been reached with attention to detail, respect for our tax dollars and most of all, tremendous pride in making Wyoming an even better place to call home.

Then why are we building a multi-million dollar facility OUTSIDE Wyoming’s boundaries, in another community?

Vicky Zwissler is a member of Wyoming City Council.

