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Signatures against pool location submitted

Wyoming Council reviewing issue

BY ANDREA REEVES | COMMUNITY PRESS STAFF WRITER 

WYOMING -- A petition with 370 signatures of people opposed to building a new $3.4 million Wyoming aquatic facility at the Wyoming Recreation Center in Woodlawn was submitted to Wyoming City Council last week by resident Debbie Bellman.

"We believe there are many alternative locations available," Bellman said.

She urged council to stop moving forward with the project "until there's a consensus in the community of what the residents want."

Council is reviewing the petition.

A few residents stood up at the meeting to speak on the same issues that have been addressed at the last several council meetings by residents -- safety, lack of a central Wyoming location and lack of community input on the project thus far.

But Wyoming Aquatics Task Force member Chris Adamson said, "This was not done with a veil of secrecy. We welcomed people to come and speak. All the meetings were public.

"I keep hearing what a bad idea it is. Everyone who thinks it's a bad idea is not a member of the current Municipool, but of the swim club. We want to make sure we're moving forward and if there's controversy and opposition we need to make sure this is for the community as a whole and not for the swim club."

In light of the 370 signatures submitted in opposition of the project, Adamson said people she's talked to are "very strongly affirmed" in moving forward with the pool construction at the recreation center.

"If we delay this, it's a feature, the budget will shrink and we'll end up with just a replacement pool."

If the city halts the project, it will end up costing more in the end, according to City Manager Bob Harrison. The engineering on the new pool is completed and has cost the city $200,000.

If the city tears down the newly rebuilt tennis courts next to the Municipool to build a new pool on that site, the city will have wasted the $130,000 spent to rebuild the courts, Harrison said. Then the courts would have to be built elsewhere, costing another $130,000. "We'd be throwing out $260,000," he said.

The city wants to move forward because of the positive public input it has received, according to Assistant Recreation Director Terri Pinkston.

"People want to see recreation grow in this community. Now that they see an actual recreation center ... they want to see the recreation center grow. One of our major commitments is to locate the aquatic center at the rec center.

"That's where they've said they want it to be."

Pinkston and Harrison cited 28 public meetings where residents had the opportunity to voice their opinions about the pool.
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