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Council sinks pool forum idea --again

BY ANDREA REEVES | COMMUNITY PRESS STAFF WRITER 

WYOMING -- After another motion to conduct community forums to discuss the $3.4 million Aquatic Facility plans failed at last week's City Council meeting some community members are still not giving up.

After more than an hour of deliberation between residents and Wyoming Mayor David Savage and some council member at the meeting, Councilman Tom Kramig made a motion to have two community forums -- after residents asked for such forums from council again.

While the motion was met with applause from the crowd attending the meeting the motion did not get seconded by another council member -- just like the motion Kramig made at the February council meeting,

Resident Debbie Bellman said she and other residents want a new pool, but they are concerned about three major issues -- the planned Woodlawn location, the cost, and the safety of the children stepping outside city boundaries alone to go swimming.

"The biggest thing I feel sad or upset about is we feel City Council is just not listening to the citizens," she said.

Bellman solicited the attendance of concerned residents at last week's council meeting through her new Web site devoted to the issue, www.geocities.com/concernedwyomingcitizen.

Now, the group is planning to circulate a petition in Wyoming to present to council.

And if that doesn't work, Bellman said the group, called Concerned Wyoming Citizens, may pursue a referendum.

"If we don't get listened to through this petition, we may pursue the referendum down the road," Bellman said.

Another problems residents have with the project is what they're citing as a lack of publicity on the project.

Resident Mark Richman said he's only known about the project for less than a year, despite Councilwoman Vicky Zwissler's and the mayor's repeated statements that the project has been public for about four years.

Another resident, Greg Tyler, agrees.

"I haven't seen any publicity on this. What is this council afraid of to put this out to the community? Everyone I talked to is opposed. Are they afraid it will overwhelmingly come back that that community is against this," he said.

"It seems you're making decisions for the community without remembering who put you in those seats."

But Savage said there are difficulties in having a forum for the project.

"Polarized groups show up and we have to ask, 'Are those folks really representative of the community or are those folks?' That's not in my view the way you begin to make a decision. We had meetings to inform the community and they never showed up," he said.

After the motion for forums failed, a few of the community members asked for a survey of the community.

No motion was made for such a survey.
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