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WYOMING RESIDENTS SIMPLY DIDN'T PAY ATTENTION TO ISSUES

We have two controversies in Wyoming which, at first, appear to be unrelated, but are eerily similar.

Both are a result of people not paying attention.

Our Municipal Pool is moving. Those people who were in leadership positions at the pool held many public meetings, literally begging for input.

We agree that Wyoming has been “discussing” a pool for many years, but the decision to “move” the pool from within our borders to Woodlawn was made by the 11-member Recreation Commission in April, 2005.  We citizens do not recall being asked if this was OK with us; in fact, when the Recreation Commission presented their desires to City Council in May of 2005, the council members themselves raised MANY concerns about the new location.  (Read the City Council Minutes from the May, 2005 meeting).  There was no public input from citizens then; citizens found out “after the fact” that our pool had moved!

At least one such plea appeared in the Tri-County Press more than a year ago.

This was a plea for citizens to work on DESIGNING a pool AT THE WOODLAWN RECREATION CENTER.  Since the 2004 public forums (which 500 citizens attended, showing that there is MUCH interest in this topic), citizens have not been invited to attend any meetings to provide input that would be used develop new plans.  (There is a big difference between “asking for input” and “joining a committee”).

After the plan was agreed to, and implementation had begun, a group of people who had not been paying attention jumped up to protest.

The Aquatic Center Facility proposal in Woodlawn was first presented at the Jan. 17, 2006 City Council meeting.  Many citizens were there and expressed their concerns and questions, but the Council members adopted the report in spite of citizen efforts to ask for further review and study.  (Read the 30 pages of City Council Minutes from the Jan. 17, 2006 meeting - there was a lively discussion!).

Our expressway exit is being closed. The highway planners held hearings.

I recall reading in The Cincinnati Enquirer that an I-75 change was afoot, and that many of the options involved the closing of the Galbraith Road exit.

After the plan was agreed to, and implementation had begun, a group of people who had not been paying attention jumped up to protest.

The “decision makers” at the April 17 meeting informed the hundreds of citizens present that they would “listen” to changes right up until the time of construction.

Short of going door to door, I don't know what the hard working planners can do to elicit input.

Those who are upset may have legitimate concerns, but they missed the boat.

As a 23-year Wyoming resident, I was glad to see that our Council refused to back down on the pool issue.

Many residents who have lived in Wyoming more than 23 years have serious concerns about the finances of the proposed project.  There will DEFINITELY be an impact on our taxes; the question is, how much?  And since we citizens are going to pay for this project (whether or not we personally use it), shouldn’t we have some SAY in the plan?

We'll see how the State handles the exit closure. After all, it is an election year.
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