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Simpler, cheaper pool could be built in Wyoming

RANDY HIRTZEL | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

As a Wyoming resident I am disturbed at how the city of Wyoming is telling taxpayers that it will fund the proposed $3.45 million "aquatic facility."

The city says it does not have to raise taxes to build this facility.

In information mailed to residents the city says it "currently has sufficient revenue to cover the cost of the debt service. The city will issue a bond, over 20 years, to pay for the facility."

I really wondered about this -- how can the city borrow $3.45 million, pay it back at approximately $250,000 per year for 20 years, and not raise my taxes?

And then I realized that with the last tax increase, taxes were raised too high.

I am being overtaxed right now!

This overtax has contributed to a surplus of at least $250,000 a year. The city doesn't call it a surplus -- this is the "sufficient revenue."

I think this is misleading and the city acts as if this overtax is "their" money to spend as "they" please.

Worse yet, the city is blowing this entire surplus on just the construction of the "aquatic facility" -- with no cushion in case operating expenses exceed pool revenues.

So if operating costs are higher or pool revenues are lower, then taxes may need to be raised to cover the shortfall. The cycle of overtaxing and overspending will continue.

As an architect who has worked on the plan of an aquatic facility in another community, I am confident that a simpler pool could be built at the site of the existing Municipool in Wyoming for under $2.45 million.

Included in this would be the cost to relocate the adjacent tennis courts, if necessary to enlarge the site.

In the long run the cost to relocate the tennis courts is worthwhile because the pool will be more successful in a proven and popular location.

This simpler facility would still be exciting, fun, and "wonderful" and a huge upgrade over the present pool.

By spending about $1 million less, the city would borrow less and save about $100,000 a year of that tax surplus.

Over 20 years that savings amounts to $2 million.

The city could save half of that as a cushion for unexpected expenses so that our taxes don't have to be raised again too soon.

The other million could help improve our parks, ball fields, and other projects that would benefit a greater range of citizens over more months of the year than a pool which is used only 3-4 months a year anyway.

In summary, I feel that the city of Wyoming should upgrade the pool at its current location; save $2 million over 20 years, holding some as a cushion; and stop overtaxing and overspending.

Randy Hirtzel is an architect who lives on Compton Ridge Drive in Wyoming.
