Dear Wyoming Citizens,

How much do you know about all that is going on in Wyoming these days?  Well, test your knowledge of current events in our community by answering the following questions - TRUE or FALSE:

1.  Wyoming now has an assistant to the City Manager.

2.  The total cost of the Aquatic Center currently under construction is $3.45 million.

3.  Wyoming held a public hearing this summer to authorize the renewal of nursery school permits.

4.  Wyoming is purchasing two new fire engines and an ambulance.

5.  In the next few years Wyoming children may be playing sports on fields in Springfield Township.

The answer to number 1 is TRUE.  Wyoming hired an assistant to the City Manager in October, 2006.

Number 2 is FALSE.  While the approved contract cost of the Aquatic Center is stated at $3.406 million, a number of items are not included in that figure.  First, the parking lot for the facility will cost $861,452.  It is anticipated that the traffic light, which was approved by ODOT, will cost $105,000 to install, and Wyoming will pay the annual cost to maintain the light as well.  Demolishing the old pool will cost about $95,000.  Then, there will be upgrades/enhancements to the Recreation Center building as well - for a cost of $160,000.  In addition, there will be an elevator installed in the Recreation Center for about $52,000.  And we still don’t have a cost for the water/pipes that will be needed to FILL the pools.  So, it looks like the current figure is $4.679 million and counting.  The $5 million bond that was issued, although higher than the contract price, is necessary to cover all of the extra expenses.

Meanwhile, it appears that this may only be phase 1.  At the June, 2005, Architectural Review Board meeting, members reviewed future plans for a 25,000 sq. ft. gymnasium with two full size basketball courts, a walking track and an aerobics studio.  Apparently there are more  “long range” plans for the Rec Center in the future.

For number 3 of the quiz, which is TRUE, it seems ironic that there must be a public hearing for nursery school permits, yet it is not a requirement to have a hearing on the construction of a community facility.  It appears that we need to change laws in our City to rectify this situation for the future.

Number 4 is TRUE.  Wyoming will purchase an ambulance and two fire trucks for a total of $1,029,732.  The city will pay for these units out of savings from the past 26 years.

Number 5 is also TRUE - Wyoming plans to enter into a joint agreement with Springfield Township to develop about 32 acres of land in Springfield Township over the next few years.  It is hoped that there will be fields for soccer, lacrosse, and possibly even football to handle the growing interest in sports in our community.

Hopefully you scored well on the quiz.  If not (or even if you did!), we invite you to become actively involved in keeping abreast of decisions being made in Wyoming - just send an email to concernedwyomingcitizen@yahoo.com or call Debbie at 522-9361.    We are looking for individuals who want to MAKE A DIFFERENCE in our community.

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Bellman

