April 12, 2006

Hello Concerned Wyoming Citizens,

There are 3 newsworthy topics that I will discuss in this newsletter:

· The status of the petition drive

· The next City Council Meeting on April 17

· Our updated website

First, the petition drive has been very successful.  MANY THANKS to all of you who put in so much time to gather signatures - this has definitely been a GROUP EFFORT!  To date we have about 250 signatures, although I believe there are a few more outstanding.  If you still have some petition signature sheets in your possession (or know someone who does), please mail them to me asap, or drop them off at my house - 426 Flembrook Ct. (45231, NOT 45215!).  I plan to present the petition sheets to City Council at this Monday’s meeting (on 4/17; more about that in the next paragraph).

Second, the next City Council meeting is this Monday, April 17, at 7:30 pm at the WYOMING CIVIC CENTER.  The reason for the change in location is that ODOT has been invited, and City Council wants as many citizens as possible to attend to “show our support” about the Galbraith Rd. exits.  While that will be the focus of the meeting, we need to be present “in force” to show our concern about Council moving forward on the pool without our input.  As someone recently mentioned to me, all of Wyoming feels the same about the Galbraith Rd. exit closings - we don’t want them to close.  However, Wyoming citizens do NOT agree on the Aquatic Center plans; therefore, we need to express our opinions.  I’m guessing that people from the press will attend the meeting as well, so perhaps the media can help us to spread the word about citizen input on the pool proposal.  Even if you are going to the Council meeting for ODOT, I may ask those people present at the meeting who want input on the Aquatic Center proposal to please stand (so we can let them know how MANY of us there are!)

Third, our Concerned Wyoming Citizens (CWC) website (see http://www.geocities.com/concernedwyomingcitizen/) has been updated.  The newer sections are marked with an asterisk (*) after them.  Note in particular, “Members Speak Out”, which has some new entries.  One is an excellent letter which Ian Smith wrote to City Council, the Recreation Commission, MuniciPool members, and citizens of Wyoming.  Ian claims that the only response he received was from Tom Kramig.  What is especially pertinent about Ian’s letter is that he is speaking from experience, having been a lifeguard at the MuniciPool for 4 years, and also he gives a wonderful alternative plan that would satisfy a number of needs of the people in Wyoming (both swimming and tennis).  I highly recommend that you read his letter and pass on to me any thoughts or ideas that you have after digesting it (you may send the comments to concernedwyomingcitizen@yahoo.com).  

Another area of the website that you may want to look at is the cost details of the Aquatic Center proposal (see the “Important Links” on the right side and scroll down).  In talking to folks while collecting signatures for the petition, it was brought to my attention that the majority of people using the pool (kids 8 and up as well as adults or seniors) will want to use the “lap lane” portion, yet with the diving well being a part of this, it will be very cramped.  But there is TONS of room for the babies and toddlers to play!  There is concern that the design is lopsided and that more room should be available for swimming laps or for kids “playing in a deep area”.  Also, many adults using the pool to relax and visit with their friends may have their conversations interrupted frequently by loud trains passing by.

The “future” game plan of Concerned Wyoming Citizens will be determined after this City Council meeting on April 17th.  If they don’t provide an opportunity for citizen input and continue to move forward with their plans, at some point they will pass an ordinance “authorizing a contractor to construct the Aquatic Center”.  Immediately following the meeting where the ordinance is passed (most likely during the summer), we will start a referendum - we will have less than 30 days to get over 500 valid registered-voter signatures.  After we submit this referendum to the City of Wyoming, they will verify the signatures with the Board of Elections, and if we have gotten over 500 valid signatures before the 30-day deadline, progress on the Aquatic Center will stop and the issue will be placed on the ballot in November.  The outcome of the vote will then determine what happens next.

That’s it for now.  Please stay tuned by checking the website occasionally, email me with any questions/concerns/input for the website (or just to express your views), and I look forward to seeing you Monday evening at 7:30 pm at the Civic Center.

Debbie Bellman

P.S.  There are still opportunities for folks to express their opinions about the Aquatic Center by writing editorials to the newspapers.  If you feel so inclined, that would be great.  Your best chance of getting published is in The Tri-County Press.

