May 15, 2006

Dear Council Members:

Tonight I am presenting more petition signatures regarding the Aquatic Center, bringing our total up to 805.  As we have gone around the neighborhoods of Wyoming discussing this project with residents, it is clear to us that 80% or more of Wyoming citizens are opposed to the current proposal - we are certainly not a “tiny group protesting loudly”.  These citizens who have signed our petition have many concerns about the proposed Aquatic Center, primarily regarding location, cost, and/or safety for our children.  As we have stated before, we URGE Council to stop moving forward on this project until there is a consensus among the citizens whom you represent.

This is not a question of who is right vs. who is wrong.  This is about doing what’s best for our COMMUNITY, based on the wants and needs of the citizens who live here.  We DO want a pool, but we feel strongly that building this facility outside the borders of Wyoming and for $3.45 million does not make sense.  As a group, Concerned Wyoming Citizens have done a lot of research on this project, and we feel that it is critical that the city move forward with a plan in keeping with the interests of our citizens.  We are asking you to recognize that the solution needs to be in Wyoming and within a more fiscally responsible budget.  This type of solution will satisfy the majority of Wyoming citizens and provide for widespread use of the facility for many years to come.

Lastly, I would like those citizens here tonight who are OPPOSED to the current Aquatic Center proposal for any reason to stand and raise your hands - as you can see, there are MANY of us.  Thank you for listening, and I hope you will act based on the desires of the majority of your constituents.

Sincerely,

Debbie Bellman

40-year Wyoming Resident

