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Keep new pool in Wyoming residential area

DEBBIE BELLMAN | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

Many Wyoming residents oppose the proposed aquatic facility primarily because of its location. Safety for our children is of the utmost importance.

We've talked at length about the heavy traffic along Springfield Pike and the fact that the sidewalk nearby is directly against the street (no grass between the sidewalk and street).

We've alluded to zoning issues and the fact that Woodlawn, not Wyoming, controls this area. Let's examine more closely the specifics of this topic.

First, the current municipal pool is located in a residential area.

Wyoming High School is located to the southeast and Friendship United Methodist Church to the west; all other properties in the vicinity are single-family or multifamily residences. That makes this location ideal for a community pool -- it is a residential area, and therefore, "kid-friendly".

On the other hand, the city of Wyoming is proposing to relocate its pool to a commercial/industrial area outside the city limits.

Directly north of the proposed pool site is a building designated for light manufacturing and assembly. Adjacent to this building is a facility designated as "other industrial structure" by Hamilton County.

A savings and loan occupies the remaining property north of the pool site. To the south, there are several industrial businesses located in the Barron Drive/Terrace Drive location.

Most of the properties in this general area are zoned either "downtown business district" or "industrial park".

Finally, a heavily traveled railroad is located to the east of the proposed pool adjacent to a notoriously polluted waterway -- the Mill Creek.

Is this industrial area really the best location for Wyoming's new pool?

Do we want our children walking to the swimming pool past this area? Absolutely not!

Aside from the access problems, locating the pool in this industrial area creates aesthetic problems as well.

Noise and odor issues are often associated with manufacturing and industry (not to mention the odor of the Mill Creek on a hot summer day!).

While the current properties in this area may not be offensive to pool patrons for noise and odor, the buildings nearby are unattractive and it is unknown what problems might be caused by future industrial plants.

And the city of Wyoming will have no control over its pool neighbors in Woodlawn. It is unlikely that Woodlawn would turn away firms who wish to locate here.

In fact, as long as the firms meet the local zoning requirements, there is nothing Wyoming can do to stop development. That is, unless Wyoming outbids private developers and buys the property.

Do Wyoming taxpayers really want the city to continue buying property in Woodlawn? Certainly not.

So, you see, there are yet other reasons not to locate the Wyoming pool in Woodlawn at the Recreation Center site.

In summary, safety is a concern for pool members who walk to the facility through the industrial region.

Second, aesthetic concerns associated with industrial areas in general make this a poor pool location.

Finally, Wyoming's lack of zoning control of surrounding areas makes this location less than desirable.

Let's stop this debate now. City Council: Do not relocate the Wyoming municipal pool!

Debbie Bellman, is 40-year Wyoming resident who live on Flembrook Court.

