Viewpoints

Wednesday, May 10, 2006; Posted: 11:15 a.m. EDT

Location of Wyoming aquatic center is concerning

JAN EVANS | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

I agree that Vickie Zwissler is correct in saying that "investment in our community" is how we build a home for our homes.

"A place for us to live, raise our families, strengthen our friendships and feel safe personally as well as safe in the financial investment in our homes."

Building a $3.4 million Wyoming aquatic facility in Woodlawn seems contrary to those goals.

I don't see how we can have "tremendous pride in making Wyoming an even better place to call home" when the aquatic center will not be in our community.

I haven't heard any group, tiny or otherwise, say that Woodlawn is not safe.

That is not the issue.

The issue is the traffic moving in and out of the businesses on the 200-foot route between the northern border of Wyoming and the Rec Center.

This will not be safe for children walking or biking to the pool.

The location of the pool where it is now situated inside Wyoming allows more children in the community to come and go independently.

It would be unfortunate to build the Municipal pool in a location that would require parental transportation for all the children.

We live in a city which is small enough for many adolescent children to walk or bike to the library, shops and, as it is now situated, to the municipal pool.

It makes no sense to place the aquatic facility beyond our borders.

While people were welcomed to come to the meetings of the Aquatics Task Force, no survey was mailed to the current members of the municipal pool asking how they might feel about relocating the pool in Woodlawn.

The Aquatics Task Force did not make the decision on pool placement but was told that the facility would be at the Rec. Center.

Location should have been a major discussion topic of the task force.

Considering that the Aquatic Center will be provided by the city of Wyoming for all of its residents, the tax implications need to be understood by everyone.

Yes, it will be built by selling bonds, but the financial success or failure of the undertaking will involve every taxpayer in our city.

During the month of August 2005 I attended numerous public meetings.

At each of those meetings during the public comment period I stood and said that the community needed to be made aware of the plan for the location of the Municipal Pool.

I suggested that an article needed to be placed in the city newsletter and that City Council needed to better communicate these plans.

Several people in each of these meetings seemed to agree with this idea.

Yet, at two separate council meetings, Bob Harrison, city manager, said that there was not enough room in the newsletter for the article.

I suggested that they stop progressing with the plans and consultant's fees until this was discussed.

Bob Harrison did say that the next issue of "Recreation Times" would cover the matter.

Such a large decision needed to be discussed. But this didn't happen.

Jan Evans is a Wyoming resident who lives on Laramie Trail.
