January, 2006

To: Wyoming City Council, Wyoming Recreation Commission, Wyoming Board of Education, Municipal Pool Members and Citizens of Wyoming:

My name is Ian Smith, and I have been a lifeguard for the Wyoming Municipal Pool the past four years, and have been a member of the pool for thirteen years since I moved to Wyoming in 1992. I graduated from Wyoming High School in 2004 and am currently attending the Ohio State University.

As you all know, it has been proposed that the Wyoming Municipal Pool be moved to a different location in approximately two years. I, as well as many other residents, am thrilled that people are now putting in the effort for a new community city pool. It has been in dire need of attention for quite some time, and the awareness it is receiving now is commendable.

However, the proposed site of the new pool, where the Wyoming Recreation Center resides now, is a poor choice. I understand that new space for the pool is needed due to the superior specifications of the pool, and I’m happy that people have noticed that these improvements are needed. There are many disadvantages, though, that Wyoming residents will face with the new site as proposed:

1) First, the choice of location for the new pool is in Woodlawn. This disadvantage is clear. Not only will our new “city” pool be out of the city; it’s far away from where most pool members live. Some people might be willing to make the trip down to our new costly attraction, but others will simply refuse to make that trip. Therefore, pool memberships will likely decrease, making it an even greater cost to build the pool in Woodlawn. (In addition, Wyoming residents who pay a visitor’s fee to go the pool four or five times during the summer might forego that with the pool being farther away).

2) A second disadvantage is that the Wyoming police are familiar with the way the city pool runs in its current location. With the pool being in Woodlawn, if there is a problem (and situations will occur), the emergency number now goes to Woodlawn’s police force. It is then an uncomfortable situation for not only the police, but for the children who have to face these unfamiliar faces.

3) Third, many of our current members (many of them children) currently walk, ride their bikes, or skateboard to the pool. They will now have to go down Springfield Pike to reach it. As many people have already heard, there is a new bike path proposed to be created along the tracks that will connect the city to the Recreation Center. While this might be used by children and families who live east of Springfield Pike, those who live west will almost certainly still have to make the hike down this busy road. With their children at risk, parents will likely prohibit them from walking/riding to the pool. If I were a parent, I too would hate to have my child walk far down a busy road. Once again, this most certainly will result in decreased pool memberships.

4) The fourth disadvantage to having the pool in Woodlawn is the entrance/exit to the Recreation Center off Springfield Pike. While more parking may be available, it’s already complicated and dangerous pulling in and out of the lot. It’s difficult enough to see Springfield Pike while pulling out of the Center without having the added problem of watching for children walking/riding to the pool. Now, even more cars will be pulling in and out of the parking lot. It’s simply unsafe for both drivers and children.

With these things said, I understand that pessimism may seem to be the topic at hand. However, I’m not writing to create fear or persuade current or future members to go elsewhere. I’m writing to present a viable alternative to moving the pool out of Wyoming. In fact, the solution might also be gratifying to other organizations outside of the pool community.

Lend me your ears, or rather your eyes. The following is what I believe the city needs to do in order to both modernize its pool and retain it in a safe, central location:

1) First, relocate the poolside tennis courts to an expanded Spring Valley Bank site. This court facility for years has been in need of a fifth court. Every year, the Wyoming schools’ girls and boys’ tennis teams must split their teams in order to have a match in Wyoming. There are five matches played in a competition, but this obviously creates a problem because there are only four courts. To solve this problem, the teams send one of their matches to the pool courts and have the others played at the Spring Valley Bank courts. Team unity is divided for those two hours of match play, and it’s difficult for parents to feel the closeness of the team while some of their players are out of eyesight. Is there a solution to this? Yes there is. There is a field next to the Spring Valley Bank tennis courts that could easily contain three additional courts. If the city were to build these courts, there would be seven courts altogether. The city, in turn, would have a central tennis facility for all. The tennis teams and other tournaments won’t be divided, and it’s more aesthetically appealing for our community to have one central tennis complex.

2) I hope this next step has been anticipated now by my readers. With the tennis courts in their new location, the pool can easily expand where the pool courts currently exist. Designs for this greatly enlarged area could be countless, but here’s one suggestion. The third and fourth tennis courts by the pool can be used for an enlarged pool office, snack bar, and bathroom facilities. The first and second tennis courts can then be used for parking and a bike rail for children who use that mode of transportation. The greater number of spaces will also benefit the high school, which has been in need of additional parking with the greater number of students each year. The current pool building can then be removed for new and improved expansion of our future pool. This new pool will not only be the desired size that we all hope for, but its location will still be in the heart of Wyoming where it belongs, because it is a community pool. Not only will current members be much more satisfied, we will be in a position to attract many more citizens to our new, modern pool complex.

There are too many benefits to ignore by keeping the pool at its current location. Not only will the pool continue to be in a central Wyoming location, Wyoming’s children and families will continue to have a safe path to it. Members of the tennis courts and the Wyoming school tennis teams will benefit by having the courts in one central location as well. It will make Wyoming an even better city to live in and admire. While this idea may cost more than the Recreation Center plan, I believe it would create multiple benefits for our city well into the future. In this situation, if the city works together, I believe the entire community will benefit.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Ian Smith

73 Oliver Road

Wyoming, Ohio 45215

513-368-7555 (cell)

smith.5010@osu.edu

