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Questions about Wyoming aquatics center answered

HOWARD KRUEGER | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

With the active interest and "buzz" in the Wyoming community over the soon-to-be reality of a Family Aquatics Center, I thought some brief questions and answers might round out the information base for interested parties. Here goes:

Q1: When will the new facility be operational?

A1: Summer 2007

Yes, unfortunately it will open next summer if Council members continue to refuse to listen to the MAJORITY of Wyoming residents, who DON’T want the facility in Woodlawn and DON’T want to spend $3.45 million on the facility.

Q2: How much will it cost?

A2: Current estimate is $3.1 million with a 10 percent construction contingency for potential change orders.

What about the cost of parking, the cost of demolishing the old pool, the cost of moving soccer fields, and the cost of water?  None of these costs are included in the $3.45 million price tag.  Should we add another million dollars to the price tag, or more?

Q3: How will the Aquatic Center be paid for?

A3: A 20-year bond will be issued by Wyoming, with the annual principle and interest already included in the long-term financial planning of the city's budget.

The interest will be paid directly from our tax dollars; so will any shortfall in operating expenses (there WILL be a shortfall unless membership increases from 256 in 2005 to over 520 for the new facility).  There will also be MORE of a shortfall if the operating expenses are understated, which is likely true.  My guess is that all taxpayers will be paying about $500,000/year for the pool, even if they don’t use it.

Q4: How much will be added to individual Wyoming tax bills?

A4: Zero

Did we “start” paying when the 60% tax increase was initiated in 2005?  The “pot” of taxpayer dollars is the same; there just might be MORE dollars allocated to the pool and LESS allocated to repairing our roads, for example.

Q5: Are operating expenses expected to be covered by anticipated revenues?

A5: Yes

How can this be?  The operating expenses of $130,000/year are grossly understated; even if the number is correct, over 500 memberships need to be sold just to break even.  Last year there were only 256 memberships.  (NOTE: Wyoming residents have MANY pools to choose from in “our area” - within a 3-mile radius: the Wyoming Golf Club, the Wyoming Swim Club, the Powel Crosley YMCA, the Franciscan Terrace pool, and our city pool).  Where are all of these members going to come from, when Wyoming residents are split among 4-5 different pools in the area?

Q6: Who decided on the "look" of the Aquatic Facility?

A6: The design consultant with input from the Wyoming Architectural Review Board.

Q7: How many non-resident passes will be sold?

A7: The financial analysis limits non-resident passes to less than 10 percent of the total admissions. These non-residents are generally individuals who work in Wyoming or whose children attend St. James.

I don’t think we need to worry about “limits”.  It will be tough to get enough members (from anywhere) to cover the operating costs.  Woodlawn residents won’t join because their own pool, which is fairly new and costs significantly less to join, is less than ½ mile away.

Q8: Is it unusual for one city (like Wyoming) to invest money, taxpayer dollars, in another city (like Woodlawn), in this instance with the Aquatic Center?

A8: No. I'll just cite three recent local examples:

(a) Indian Hill bought the "quarry" in Sycamore Township with over 100 acres which will be a private park for Indian Hill residents along with those in Camp Dennison.

(b) The city of Wyoming, in partnership with Springfield Township and the Hamilton County Park District, will be developing a soccer/lacrosse and ball diamond complex of over 30 acres in Springfield Township for use by our communities.

(c) A third example is the joint development of Elm Street Park in Lockland on Wyoming's east boundary. This project involves buying dilapidated properties in Lockland jointly with Lockland for the purpose of creating a park for use by residents of both communities.

Parks are a LOT different than a pool.  Families don’t usually purchase memberships to parks.  Kids don’t usually self-transport (ride their bikes or walk - unescorted) to soccer games or baseball games at parks like they do to pools.   Pools are places where kids can “hang out” with their friends in the community; they don’t usually just “hang out” at parks without their parents (unless the park is very close by).

Q9: Where can someone get more information?

A9: Go to the city of Wyoming Web site at www.wyoming.oh.us All of this information about the pool is available for your review.

Also check the city manager's blog for accurate information about the facility.

See www.geocities.com/concernedwyomingcitizen for lots of detailed information and public opinion about the proposed Aquatic Center.

Q10: What's left to do?

A10: Start saving money for a new bathing suit so you can go "stylin" with your Wyoming friends, next summer, at the Wyoming Family Aquatic Center!

Save your money - for more taxes in the long run!

Howard Krueger, chairman of the Wyoming Recreation Commission, lives on Ridgeview Drive in Wyoming.

