Wednesday, May 10, 2006; Posted: 11:15 a.m. EDT

Wyoming's new aquatic facility not merely a 'pool'

HOWARD KRUEGER | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

There is a wonderful new Family Aquatic Facility soon to be a beautiful reality for Wyoming citizens of all ages.

For background, the existing community Municipool is in very bad condition, relating to its age/old technology, rather than simple neglect.

It now requires constant repair and significant attention to remain operable and such demands represent a continuing drain on community tax dollars.

Also, professional evaluation has concluded it has met, even exceeded, its life expectancy. It could actually become un-repairable at any time.

So, a replacement facility is definitely needed!

We Concerned Wyoming Citizens definitely agree!

The appropriate replacement is a Family Aquatic Center, not merely a "new pool."

Community "swimming pools" met the water recreation needs and expectations of the 1960s, but no longer are adequate nor desirable for the family of the 21st Century.

The Wyoming Recreation Commission has been working on this matter for over 6 years, painstakingly collecting citizen input, getting advice from design professionals, visiting as well as examining operating details from existing facilities in our area and moving forward methodically and responsibly to ensure a timely, economically feasible replacement for the obsolete Municipool was available when needed.

That's our job and with the dedicated support efforts of the Municipal Aquatics Task Force, we have finalized a proposal which now goes out for bid.

The final report of the Task Force (1/1 7/06) was enthusiastically submitted to City Council earlier this year.

I recommend its reading to all who are interested.

The replacement facility is sized appropriately to be economically feasible for the Wyoming community.

The elaborate design is open to debate.  Many Wyoming citizens feel that it is “overdone” and “too expensive for our bedroom community with a primarily residential tax base”.

However, because it has many more desirable water recreation elements, responsive and appropriate to differing age groups, it cannot "fit" in the area now occupied by the existing Municipool.

Not to worry!

It does fit nicely at the existing Wyoming Recreation Center site, which also helps locate recreation requiring staff operational oversight at one place.

How are our children able to get there SAFELY and ON THEIR OWN?  This is one of the biggest advantages of our current MuniciPool - it is centrally located and easily accessible to young children.  Parents view the Rec Center in Woodlawn as a “drive to” site only; this will have a negative impact on memberships, since it will not be safe for children to get there on their own.

Did I hear cost effective?

$3.45 million is an awful lot for a bedroom community to spend on a pool, especially without taxpayer consent!

Yes, thank you.

A one-page color layout describing the aquatic facility was mailed to every Wyoming household in March of this year and citizen response has been very positive.

In fact, membership sales for the current Municipool are already 128 percent greater than in 2005.

Yes, but the CURRENT MuniciPool is located IN Wyoming.  Kids can get there safely and easily by walking or riding their bikes.

That doesn't mean there aren't naysayer's with objections or concerns of one kind or another usually based on misinformation, no information, or "their personal preferences," not reflective of overall community input.

Considering that Concerned Wyoming Citizens have over 800 signatures on our petition and 200 signs throughout the community, we are actually the MAJORITY of the citizens of Wyoming, and we want our concerns to be heard!  After all, it is OUR tax dollars that will support this facility for the next 30+ years.

Nevertheless, the Recreation Commission and the community look forward to this new "park" located on the northern boundary of our community with amenities and programs responsive to the requests of Wyoming residents.

While it is a nice plan, most Wyoming citizens feel that it is unaffordable and we would prefer to construct such a facility INSIDE our community, preferably centrally located for easy, safe access.

Howard Krueger, chairman of the Wyoming Recreation Commission, lives on Ridgeview Drive in Wyoming.

