Fight to keep Galbraith exits open gains steam
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WYOMING - City officials are still at it, talking to any politician or highway engineer who will listen about why they should save the Interstate 75 exits at Galbraith Road.

They've gathered letters of support from U.S. Rep. Steve Chabot, state Rep. Jim Raussen and Cincinnati City Councilman Chris Bortz. They have a unanimous resolution signed by all Hamilton County commissioners, plus letters from residents, business owners and groups such as the Carthage Civic League.

Officials from Wyoming and neighboring communities that line I-75 worry that the loss of the Galbraith Road exits - as well as some of the other proposals of the "Thru the Valley" I-75 widening project - would seriously hurt them.

With no exit there, the fear is that Wyoming residents would have to take more circuitous routes to and from Cincinnati, eventually leading to fewer people wanting to live in the city, reduced property values and less customer traffic for businesses.

At the suggestion of Dick Weiland, the lobbyist the city hired, Wyoming Mayor David Savage went to Columbus this week with representatives of Springfield Township and the Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce to meet with officials there.

They thought they were going to speak with Gordon Proctor, director of the Ohio Department of Transportation, but Proctor did not come to the meeting.

They did meet with Lt. Gov. Bruce Johnson. He told them, Wyoming City Manager Bob Harrison said, that he hears a lot of similar concerns from communities throughout the state.

Talking to other ODOT officials, Savage said Thursday, "was like talking to a wall.''
ODOT spokeswoman Sharon Smigielski said state officials do listen to residents' concerns.

"It's still in the studying phase,'' she said. "Nothing's been decided yet. We're still in the phase of weighing all the options.''

But Savage isn't sure they're listening enough. He hopes to convince them to leave the exits alone at his council's April 17 meeting with ODOT officials and by rounding up hundreds of people to go to the state's last big public hearing in July.

"If we sit on our hands,'' he said, "we're going to end up with an economic development disaster.''
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