Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) about Wyoming’s Proposed Pool

There seems to be one topic that dominates conversations in Wyoming these days - the status of the $3.45 million proposed Aquatic Center.  Hundreds of citizens oppose the current plan and have been speaking out against the proposal for months.  Many are now organized in a group called “Concerned Wyoming Citizens”.  People everywhere are talking, and many questions have surfaced.  Here are a few.

What is the current “game plan” for Concerned Wyoming Citizens?

We are planning to attend the next City Council meeting on May 15 and also to continue our petition drive.  We encourage EVERYONE who would like to see our community pool built WITHIN our city boundaries to attend the Council meeting with us. 

Some people have said that those opposing the current plan are members of the Wyoming Swim Club, a private club.  Is this true?

Most of the Concerned Wyoming Citizens are NOT current members of the Wyoming Swim Club; this is a total misconception.  The majority of the citizens in the entire city of Wyoming are against the Aquatic Center proposal; there are three primary reasons: the LOCATION (not within Wyoming’s city boundaries), the COST (too expensive for us taxpayers, as we have very few commercial businesses within our borders to support the $3.45 million price tag), and SAFETY (too “dangerous” for our children to ride their bikes or walk to the pool).  While there are other reasons that residents oppose the current plan, these are the primary ones.  Also, many members of the current MuniciPool have also spoken out against the proposed plan.  So this is not a “debate” of one pool vs. another - it is Wyoming residents speaking out as citizens and/or taxpayers.

We have heard that “there is not room” at the current municipal pool site for this new pool.  Is that correct?

There is definitely room for a “new and improved” pool at the current municipal pool site - within the borders of the City of Wyoming and also reasonably centrally located.  In fact, at least a couple of pool designs at this site have been submitted in the past; one is an aquatic center similar to the one in Woodlawn that “fits” at the current MuniciPool site without removing the tennis courts!

City Council keeps telling people that “there were many meetings” and “all the meetings were public”.  Why didn’t citizens speak up at those meetings?

First, the meetings held were “standard” City Council meetings and/or Recreation Commission meetings.  It was not widely advertised at which meetings the pool was going to be discussed; residents had to “do their own homework” and look up agendas to find out.  In some cases residents were present and did speak up about their concerns.  However, the primary way that residents could get involved in pool planning was to join the Pool Task Force in June, 2005.  But this task force had no say in the LOCATION of the pool; the 11-member Recreation Commission had already decided that the pool would be located in Woodlawn.

Also, there were MANY other pool meetings prior to May, 2005.  However, the CURRENT PROPOSAL took root in the May/June 2005 timeframe, and was “officially presented” to the community at the January, 2006, City Council meeting (which has been quite recent!).  Concerned Wyoming Citizens began forming shortly after this meeting.

City Council has already authorized spending $200,000 or so for engineering on the proposed pool.  If they stop the plans now, it may cost more and be delayed.  Isn’t this a bad idea?

If Wyoming spends over $3 million on a pool, which will presumably last 30 years or longer, shouldn’t they “get it right the first time”?  Yes, Wyoming has been discussing a new pool for many years, but the “latest plan” came as a total shock to most of the citizens, particularly the location outside Wyoming’s borders and the high price tag.  What happened to the “earlier plans” that were in the works?

