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Author answers Wyoming proposed pool questions

DEBBIE BELLMAN | COMMUNITY PRESS GUEST COLUMNIST 

One topic that dominates conversations in Wyoming these days is the status of the $3.45 million proposed Aquatic Center.

Hundreds of citizens oppose the current plan and have been speaking out against the proposal for months.

Many are now organized in a group called "Concerned Wyoming Citizens." People everywhere are talking, and many questions have surfaced. Here are a few.

What is the current "game plan" for Concerned Wyoming Citizens?
We are planning to attend the next City Council meeting on May 15 and also to continue our petition drive. We encourage everyone who would like to see our community pool built within our city boundaries to attend the Council meeting with us.

Do Concerned Wyoming Citizens want a new pool at all? 
Absolutely! It is critical that Wyoming offer a pool to its citizens ... a pool that is in Wyoming and within our budget.

Some people have said that those opposing the current plan are members of the Wyoming Swim Club, a private club. Is this true?
Most of the Concerned Wyoming Citizens are NOT current members of the Wyoming Swim Club; this is a total misconception. The majority of the citizens in the entire city of Wyoming are against the Aquatic Center proposal; there are three primary reasons: the location (not within Wyoming's city boundaries), the cost (too expensive for us taxpayers, as we have very few commercial businesses within our borders to support the $3.45 million price tag), and safety (too "dangerous" for our children to ride their bikes or walk to the pool). This is definitely not a "debate" of one pool vs. another -- it is Wyoming residents speaking out as citizens and/or taxpayers.

We have heard that "there is not room" at the current municipal pool site for the Aquatic Center. Is this correct?
There is definitely room for a "new and improved" pool at the current municipal pool site. In fact, at least a couple of pool designs at this site have been submitted in the past; one even included a year-round covered pool which could be used by the school swim teams as well as year-round lessons and programs.

Why didn't citizens speak up at "all the public meetings"?
The primary way that residents could get involved in pool planning was to join the Pool Task Force in 2005. However, this task force had no say in the location of the pool.

City Council has already spent $200,000 or so for engineering on the proposed pool. If they stop the plans now, it may cost more and be delayed. Isn't this a bad idea?
If Wyoming spends over $3 million on a pool shouldn't they "get it right the first time"? It's better to stop now and correct the plan than to be stuck with a huge tax drain on the citizens for the next 30-40 years. The old adage "haste makes waste" comes to mind here. Yes, Wyoming has been discussing a new pool for many years, but the "latest plan" came as a total shock to most of the citizens, particularly the location outside Wyoming's borders and the high price tag. What happened to the "earlier plans" that were in the works?

Debbie Bellman lives on Flembrook Court and is a 40-year resident of Wyoming and a Concerned Wyoming Citizen member.
