Minutes

Recreation Commission

January 5,2006

This was a combined meeting with the Recreation Commission and the Aquatic Task

Force in the Conference Room at the City Building.

Attendance was as follows:

Recreation Commission Members Present: Howard Krueger, Chair, Charlie Jahnigen,

Jeff Walton, Steve Mombach, Douglas Hull, Al Delgado, City Council Representative,

Bob Harrison, City Manager, Mike Pearl, Recreation Director, and Terri Pinkston, Asst.

Recreation Director.

Aquatic Task Force Members Present: Britt Hedges, Chair, Kara Pendery, Laura

Lazaraton, Ginger Crawford, Valerie Fuller, Alice Leetch, Chris Adamson.

Also present were: Scott Kyle and David Markey, Aquatic Facility Designers and Jim

O’Reilly, City Council member.

Mr. Krueger opened the meeting at 6:40 p.m.

This was a combined meeting and so self introductions took place.

Minutes: The minutes of the December meeting were approved as written.

Howard Krueger reported that a School Board Representative has not yet been

appointed to the Recreation Commission.

Bob Harrison gave the background on the Aquatic Task Force. This is a committee

made up of community members interested in aquatics who responded to several

advertisements in the City newsletter. They are of various ages. Some are members of

the municipal pool, some are members of the Powell Crosley YMCA pool. Also on the

committee are the swim team coach, pool manager, senior citizens, mothers with young

children and teens, some are swim team parents, some are not. There is also a City

staff representative. The goal of the Aquatic Task Force is to plan a replacement of the

existing antiquated pool with a family aquatic facility that will appeal to all age groups

and will bring our community recreation facilities up to a level of quality that will meet

resident needs and expectations.

This group has been meeting very diligently since July gathering information, and touring

local aquatic facilities. They have, to date, developed a Mission Statement and have

participated in the selection of an aquatic designer from the eleven firms that applied for,

as a result of, the advertised RFQ. They also devised a list of wants and needs for the

designer to consider in the design process. They are cost conscious and have

eliminated items from the devised list to attempt to stay within the budget.

David Markey, Aquatic Designer and Scott Kyle, Buildings Designer presented the

proposed plan to the Recreation Commission. It is estimated that the plan will cost $3.4

million dollars. The plan includes not only the water portion of the aquatic facility but

also includes a bathhouse that will provide rest room facilities and a concession stand

that may be utilized by soccer and lacrosse during the non-swimming season. There is

also a small plaza area for children waiting to be picked up from swimming and other

activities so that they will not be waiting in the parking lot.

Mr. Delgado asked if the cost could be reduced with construction completed in phases.

Mr. O’Reilly also expressed concern with the increase in costs. Mr. Markey explained

that the lap and play pool would be the priorities, and according to information from the

Task Force, are areas the members of the existing pool utilize. The area termed the

“tri-pool” could be an add-on/alternate. However, this is the area that the Task Force

estimates to be most attractive in serving senior citizens and also the young teens. It is

also the area that will increase memberships. Adding this water component in later

years will more than likely increase the construction costs.

Britt Hedges, of the Aquatic Task Force, stressed that this is the opportunity to do what

is right and needed for the community. The Task Force has not come to this design

lightly.

Chris Adamson, also of the Task Force, is a long time resident of the community raising

her family here and utilizing the municipal pool for many years. Mrs. Adamson strongly

supports the quality of the design and supports that it is reflective of the needs of the

Wyoming community.

The Recreation Commission concurred with the Aquatic Task Force that, if at all

possible, the facility should be built all in one phase.

The Recreation Commission will take this request to City Council at the January 17th

meeting.

The Task Force was thanked for their hard work and dedication to the project.

Mr. Krueger asked if Recreation Commission members had any comments about the

meeting minutes from the Planning Commission, Economic Development Commission,

and Greenways Committee.

There was a brief discussion about the Cincinnati Bell Wireless request to put an

antennae on top of the water tower. Steve Momback reported that many residents in the

area are concerned and are signing a petition against it. He also is concerned with

Cincinnati Bell’s infringement onto recreation facilities.

Bob Harrison reported that zoning issues are still being addressed.

All are encouraged to attend the City Council meeting on Tuesday, January 17th.

The next Recreation Commission meeting will take place on Thursday, February 6,

2006.

Adjourn:

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Teresa J. Pinkston, Assistant Recreation Director

