MINUTES

WYOMING CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 21, 2006

The Wyoming City Council met in regular session on February 21, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. in the

Council Chambers of the Wyoming Municipal Building. Mayor Savage called the meeting to

order. In attendance were:

Council Members: 

Others:

David Savage, Mayor 

Robert Harrison, City Manager

Michael Eyman 


Joe Braun, Acting City Solicitor

Tom Kramig

Jim O'Reilly

Barry Porter

Vicky Zwissler

MINUTES:

Mr. Porter moved to approve the minutes of the January 17, 2006 Regular City Council

meeting as written. Ms. Zwissler seconded the motion. The motion to approve the January 17,

2006 City Council meeting minutes as written carried with all voting yes.

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION:

Mayor Savage asked if there were any citizens present who wanted to bring an item, not

otherwise on the agenda, before Council.

Ms. Debbie Bellman, 426 Flembrook Court, addressed City Council. She noted that she is

a concerned citizen. She asked that the City schedule two community forums to obtain input from

the public on the proposed municipal pool. She noted that there are a number of other residents

in attendance tonight in support of this request. They do not believe that there has been enough

input gathered from the residents. The construction of this pool is a decision that will affect the

community for many years. She again requested that City Council schedule two public meetings

with one being in the evening and one on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon, and that the pool

consultant, Markey & Associates be in attendance as well as the members of the Pool Taskforce.

She asked that the hearings be advertised in the City newsletter, on the City website, and in all

public facilities.

Mayor Savage noted that this project has been around for a long time. The City first

discussed this project during the preparation of the Recreation Master Plan six years ago. The

City created an Aquatics Taskforce and invited citizen input via two public forums which were held

on a proposed community center. Out of these meetings came the conclusion that a community

center was too expensive but the pool aspect of the proposal was something the community

would like the City to pursue. Mayor Savage noted that he is not sure what else can come out of

the City holding additional public forums on this proposal. He noted that if members of City

Council feel that additional public input is needed, additional public forums can be scheduled.

Mr. Kramig moved to direct the City Manager to conduct two public forums to obtain public

input on the proposed new municipal swimming pool. The motion died for lack of a second.
Ms. Bellman noted that she is not aware of any public input that has been received on the

municipal pool. She is only aware of the input received on the community center. Most people in

the community were not aware that the City was proposing to construct a new swimming pool at

the Recreation Center site. They did not know about it until they read the recent article in the Tri

County Press or heard about it at the January City Council meeting. She noted that she feels

strongly that more input is needed and that, if the City were to put this proposed pool to a vote,

there would not be a lot of support for the current plan.

Mayor Savage noted that he appreciates Ms. Bellman’s comments. Residents came to

the January City Council meeting and expressed their opinions. He noted that if the City were to

ask the users of the municipal pool if the City needs to upgrade the pool, they would say yes.

Mayor Savage noted that another question is what should the upgrade be like. If you look at what

has been built in other communities and around the state, what the City is proposing is what it is.

People want more than a hole in the ground. The next question is where should the pool be

located. A number of sites were considered and the City came to the decision that the synergy

that it will have with this type of facility and the existing Recreation Center will be good together,

and it should be constructed at the Recreation Center site. There was an article in today’s

Enquirer which talked about pool facilities in other communities.

Ms. Bellman noted that she would prefer to see the City construct a smaller pool at the

current pool site instead of a larger pool at the Recreation Center site. The current pool site is

more centrally located within the City. In real estate, location is key. She noted that she does not

believe that the residents of the City, and those who use the pool, will be happy with the proposed

location.

Mayor Savage noted that the Recreation Center is located 200 feet from the City of

Wyoming boundary. When the City purchased the Center, residents said that they would not use

it. However, if you look at the history of the use of the facility itself, usage has increased year after

year. The key is not location but the quality of the equipment and programming. It is the sense of

this City Council, of the Recreation Commission, and of the Aquatics Taskforce that if you have

the elements necessary for a quality facility and quality programming, location is of secondary

importance.

A resident asked how the City decided on the Recreation Center site.

Mayor Savage noted that the Recreation Commission has studied this.

Ms. Zwissler noted that the Commission did a lot of brainstorming early on in the process

and looked at a number of sites. Based on the brainstorming and site exploration, the

Commission concluded that the Recreation Center site was the best location for the pool.

Mr. Dave Kaufman, 556 Abilene Trail, noted that the talk of the town is the proposed pool.

He questioned why the City does not hold a public meeting to obtain input.

Ms. Laurel Sakai, 9380 Flemington Drive, asked if the water for the facility will come from

the City of Wyoming’s water supply or from the City of Cincinnati, and if from the City of Cincinnati,

how will the City be billed.
Mr. Harrison noted that the City is investigating the possibility of running a water line from

the City’s own water supply. The City services several areas in Woodlawn and is currently

analyzing if it will be possible to run a water line off of these existing services.

Ms. Sakai asked how the billing will be done. She asked if all of the residents will receive

a bill for the water usage or if just the members will receive a bill.

Mayor Savage noted that the plan is that the water used for this facility will be paid out of

the General Fund as it is for the Recreation Center. There will be no special property tax or

charge. The City believes it has the revenues to support the water usage at this proposed facility

without impacting taxes.

Ms. Meg Meranus, 426 Hidden Valley Lane, noted that she does not believe it is a good

analogy to say that location is secondary as the Recreation Center is being used. She noted that

of course the Center is being used, it is all that the residents have. She noted that if the City

asked the residents what their preference is, they would say they would like the Center and the

pool located within the City of Wyoming limits.
Mr. Russell Merten, 479 Flemridge Court, asked what assurances the City has from the

Village of Woodlawn about the hours of operation for the pool. The City does not have control of

this property yet it is looking to spend $3.4 million outside of the City limits. He asked what the

City’s relationship is with the Village of Woodlawn.

Mr. Harrison noted that the City does own the property and does have total control over it.

The City will go through the Village of Woodlawn’s zoning process. He does not anticipate having

any restrictions placed on the City by the Village of Woodlawn. There is a good relationship

between the two communities.

Mr. Merten noted that the current Woodlawn Board will not be here forever. When the

Board changes, it is possible that they will say they do not like the pool being located where it is.

The City of Wyoming may have a good relationship now but this may change in the future.

Mr. Harrison noted that, under the Ohio Revised Code, solvent governments cannot place

regulations on each other. The City of Wyoming understands that the Village of Woodlawn has

limitations on zoning and the City respects that and therefore is going through the zoning process.

Ms. Bellman asked anyone present who was in support of the City holding a community

forum on the proposed pool to stand. Those in favor stood.

Ms. Bellman noted that she has heard that, in the summer, there is an odor from the

Millcreek at the Recreation Center. She asked what the City planned to do about this odor.

Mr. O’Reilly noted that he used the Recreation Center everyday this past summer, and he

never noticed any odor. He noted that he does not believe that this is an issue.

Ms. Zwissler thanked everyone for coming to the meeting tonight. All of the points which

have been brought up have been considered in the discussions which have taken place. There

has been a tremendous amount of input received. The City is where it is today as a result of the

input that has been received. This project did not evolve in a vacuum but with consensus from the

public. It is well thought out and is rooted in facts and opinions provided by the public.

Mr. O’Reilly noted that he agrees with what Ms. Zwissler has said.

Ms. Bellman noted that she was in attendance at one of the public forums held for the

community center. There was a lot said at that meeting that had not been considered prior to that

time that has gotten the City on the track that it is now on. However, no one has had the

opportunity to comment on the plan the City is now proposing. She noted that the City is not

listening to the citizens. She believes that if the City put the proposal to a vote, it would fail.

Mayor Savage thanked the public for their input.

