SPARREVOHN

Sparrevohn, which has been demolished, was a three-way tropo relay station. It linked Big Mountain, 120 miles away, with 60’ antennas; Aniak, 135 mIles away, with a second pair of 60’ antennas, and Tatalina, a distance of 127 miles, with a set of 30’ antennas. It was constructed in 1956 and 1957, and became operational on 26 October of 1957. It was deactivated in 1979. Its composite building was 5760 sf, and its 16-person dormitory was 5200 sf. P0L storage consisted of three tanks totaling 6200 barrels capacity

SPARREVOHN

Sparrevohn was the hardest facility to build and one of the most costly. The site was not accessible by land or water. Survey gear was initially parachuted in 1951. Initial construction was accomplished by the 813th Engineer Aviation Battalion, who built the runway on Amchitka Island in World War II. Because the area was so poorly known at the time, survey equipment was dropped on the wrong summit at least once. On another occasion, a D-9 Caterpillar was being lowered from a helicopter by cable. The cable snapped and the Cat hurled into the top of the mountain, instead of coming to rest on top of it. When an airstrip was finally cleared, it was found to have a slope of 12 degrees. A sheer cliff is situated at one end of the airstrip. 1960 modifications to the composite building cost in excess of 1.6 million dollars.

