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I call on all ‘major’ Parties to agree, before any damage is done to our position in our region, to:
Take Defence and Foreign Affairs OFF their election Agenda 

– especially any further discussion of pre-emptive strikes by us in this region – with or without the consent of other governments.   [Note this morning’s remarks by the Indonesian Ambassador.]
Both major parties today demonstrated how irresponsible they are, in the low-class debate about national security.   

While I have to give Labor credit for coming up with such an excellent “wedge” (daring Mr Howard to do what should never be even be publicly said – that we should pre-emptively strike at known terrorist bases in Indonesia) – it was irresponsible.   

Consider the potential damage to our future in our home region if Mr Howard decided to take up the challenge, and tries to win this election as the only PM who “will do anything to keep Aussies safe”?  

Lest You Forget (and please remind your Audience):  the sub-text of the Liberals last election slogan was : “putting scared little Aussies current interests before our long-term security”.

It worked for Mr Howard the last time – if they fall more than 5% behind in the 2 party preferred opinion polls, they just might be stupid enough to launch us into some other stupid escapade, where we risk our future, trying to ‘punch above our weight’ yet again.   (Refer Owen Harries 2004 ABC Boyer Lectures)
All parties should instead join me in congratulating Indonesia on the success of their elections this year.  As with the successful transition of power in India from the Hindu Nationalist party,  Indonesia’s achievement is a most positive development, and means much more for our real long-term security than changes to the coastguard or which particular irresponsible politician is masquerading as the Minister For Foreign Affairs!

For easy Reference, following is a copy of my Press Release of 20/9:

1.
I call on Mr Howard to:
1. Apologise to Fed. Police Commissioner Keelty for the unjustified attacks made on him early in the pre-election campaign, when Mr Keelty stated (accurately) that our participation in the “War on Terror” had increased our exposure to terrorism.

2. Explain why we have not had an enquiry into the SIEV X tragedy before the election.

2.
I call on all ‘major’ Parties to agree, before the decision-making process gets any further, to:
Make the important decisions on how we deal with terrorism with our long-term interests in mind.   This requires that we:

Remember the old, civilising memes (sayings) “The End never justifies the Means” and  “It’s not whether you win or lose, it’s how you play the game …”;

Accept that the Coastguard issues (which should have been addressed much better years ago) need to be examined by some instrument like a Royal Commission and must be used to integrate our policing efforts with that of other nations in our region;  

Do not involve the Navy, unless its overall operational capacity is going to be improved – and we need to be very careful about the implications for the whole ADF of getting involved in what should be civil policing issues – the ADF has more than enough to do to keep up with the rapid deployments we have leaped into, and is already seriously under-manned.

3.
I call on Fed. Police Commissioner Keelty to:
Make a statement, by October 2 2004 (i.e. a minimum of 1 week before the election), on the AFP’s involvement in the events leading up to and surrounding the drowning of hundreds of humans in the SIEV X.   What has been done in our name, Comm. Keelty?  The serious questions about how we are dealing with people smugglers raised by Tony Kevin must be addressed.   (Refer ABC website for links to Mr Kevin’s site.)

4.
I call on General Peter Cosgrove to:
Resign as Head of the ADF.  

Gen. Cosgrove overstepped the line between military and politics when he appeared at a specially convened press conference to justify the governments participation in the illegal war in Iraq [refer Kofi Annan speaking on this issue (approx. 13/9/04) ].  

He also behaved improperly during the last election campaign – lest you have forgotten his failure to report what the Navy told him about the “children overboard” drama. 

I remind Gen. Cosgrove that one of the main reasons we have been doing joint exercises and training with other forces in our region for many years is so their officers see how military honour can be satisfied without direct involvement in politics.  Our great neighbour, Indonesia, is struggling to get the military out of the way of civil development.  It is madness for us to start going in the other direction. Why do we think Indonesians who live here do not want to turn Australia into another Indonesia?
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