Commonsense and Terrorism
Press Release 07  Sun. 12th September ‘04
                                 By  Maurice Foley,    Candidate for the Federal seat of Solomon
1. Commonsense Philosophy – The basis of my political campaign.

“You are not special, I am not special  -   but We are,  

because we humans are our mother’s, i.e. Earth’s, greatest immanence, her most powerful children,

the ones who can see her best and appreciate her most, 

the ones who can see that they will eventually have to leave her before she comes to an end, 

the only ones who can consciously continue her beautiful unfolding, forever.”

“You can’t live forever, I can’t live forever  - but We can 

 (and because we can, we must and because we must, we will). ”

“As an individual, you are not vital, and  you are not alone”

The following 4 paragraphs are from Part 7 of Commonsense Political Philosophy.   To get a copy of the philosophy send a request to this e-mail address: commonsenselove@yahoo.com.au 

Commonsense philosophy is based on axioms (self-evident “facts of life”) like that “Life can sometimes feel enjoyable for every sane human”, “Life can feel worthwhile for every sane human”, “you can only know yourself through others”, “what any rational being really wants is personal security and a feeling of personal growth”, and that “the function of politics at all levels is to improve life sustainably” etc. 

It is about setting ground rules and assessment procedures for how we might develop and sustain civil society.   It is also about what the meaning of life might be, what the purpose of life might be.    It comes to the following conclusions about what it means to be “one of us”, about what is “good”, what is “right” and the difference between them.

Each embodied being (i.e. you) of an on-going and developing group necessarily has a group dimension to his or her life – this is not optional, you can only exist through the group.  

The primary aim of the group must be to develop the well being of its individuals’ lives, bearing in mind that future generations are as much part of the group as those who are currently make it up.  

The primary aim of each being is to feel happy with themselves and their world.  To be happy, anyone needs to feel secure and that he is “getting ahead” or developing himself.  To feel this way, both his internal (personal) and his external (group) selves must have their needs met, so he needs a “sensible” philosophy with which he can consciously attempt to align his personal and public  “selves”.

To be “Good”, anything must promote life – i.e. secure and/or develop life.  To be “Right”, anything must be, or its consequences reasonably expected to be, “good”.    Good precedes Right – you cannot judge what is right unless you know what is good.   

It is a betrayal of consciousness to accept that the Bible, Kabala etc. are the arbiters of right and good.    It is equally a betrayal of consciousness to conjure up some post-modern deity called “market forces”, and to refuse to more consciously direct our economy (e.g., by taking much more control over interest rates), in case we upset the ‘market’.

2.  Commonsense and Terrorism
2.1 I call on Mr Howard and General Cosgrove to apologise to Federal Police Commissioner Keelty for the unfounded criticism they made of him when they held a joint press conference (date  …. ….) during which they disingenuously claimed that Mr Keelty was wrong to draw attention to the realities of threats in our region because they had evidence of threats to our security being made before we trumpeted our involvement in the ridiculously mis-named and ill-conceived “War on Terror”.   

The following are excerpts from my “political poem” – “Why We Fear Intellectualism”, which relate to our participation what I call the  “Confederacy of the Willing”:

… Why Did Alleged General Cosgrove Allow Himself To Be Seen

Nodding Vigourous Assent Beside The Prime Minister?

Who Lied Brazenly (Yet Again) When Insisting That Being Part Of

The Confederacy Of The Willing 

(Willing To Be Duped

Willing To Weaken The UN

Willing To Destabilise Entire Regions

Willing To Risk World War…)

Did Not Increase The Chances Of Being Bombed By Those Who

We have Abused, Whose Poverty We Accept As Normal

Whose Lives We UnderValue

As, I Think, We UnderValue Our Own

Whose Civilisation We Undervalue

As We Deliberately, Blindly, Undervalue And UnderFund Our Own First Nation
 

So We, The Blissfully Ignorant, Anti-Intellectual Swinging Voters Can

Do As We Want – Refuse To Grow Up
And Just Float Free, Unhindered By Morals

Unfettered By Boring Responsibility 

Adults Who Have Discovered The Secret Of Eternal Youth

Let Someone Else Pay… Let Someone Else Think

Nothing Really Matters… What’s On TV, Love?

Free To Listen To Liars And Cowards Who Refuse To Accept

That This Is A Big Country  And Needs Big People…

Free To Swing Votes To Whichever Party Will

Dare To Steal The Most From

Future Australians, The Ones We Are Supposed To Be Working For …

Can Someone Please Explain To Mr Howard, Mr Downer And Alleged General Cosgrove

That The Reason Indonesians Who Have Chosen To Live Here

Don’t Want Australia To Be Like The Country They Left

Is They Know That When The Army Starts To Play Politics

We Will Be The Ones Who Have To Pay…

(and, re the pre-positioning of SAS troops in Iraq before war was declared:)

Cosgrove, Howard and Whichever Of Their Lot Was Amoral Enough

To Be Given The Job Of Minister For Forward Defence  (Sounds better Than “For Attack”)

Signed “Our Boys” Rights Away  By Pre-positioning Them In Case We Decided To Go To War In Iraq

Making Them Spies Who Could Have Been Executed Within The Geneva Convention

Which We Now Dare To Ignore

To Invent a New Category of unAustralian

- “Hominus Nullius” - Like Hicks and Habib…

2.2 What sort of Society are we making?    Call on the Government to respect the Common Law, which underpins the relatively free society we enjoy.

How dare we leave two fellow citizens in an illegal concentration camp?  The basic principles of the beautiful and sacred (though imperfect and in need of major overhaul – e.g., the poor can’t get a fair go) common law demand a fair trial within a reasonable time, with reasonable and private access to legal representation.  Fair Dues to Terry Hicks – he has been very staunch – surely a candidate for “Father of the Year”.  I hope that Mr Habib’s family are being positively assisted, and 

I call on the government to make an unreserved apology to both families for totally failing to protect our fellow citizens.
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