Maurice  Foley  -  Short Biography














I intend to be a candidate at the next Federal election, for the Lower House seat of Solomon.


Following is a brief account of my life, how I came to be here and why I am standing for parliament.











Basic Details





Age:		46


Birthplace:   	Co. Tipperary,  Ireland


Came to Aust:	1980


Came to Darwin: 	1982


Profession:          	Civil Engineer


Current work:	Tutor (for Aboriginal high school students),  labourer (at Parap and Mindil markets)


Previous work:    Labourer, sub-contractor, project manager (civil projects to $2m), PAWA project officer, TAFE lecturer, relief teacher etc.


Address:        	McMinn St.,  Darwin 0800


E-mail:          	commonsenselove@yahoo.com.au


Phone:           	0410 776 178











Reasons for standing for the Lower House seat of Solomon:





To promote “Commonsense” political philosophy


To promote the search for better ways to live as a group - i.e. ways which promote happier, more secure individual lives


To promote more intelligent assessment of what we already know of the various ways in which we have been living


To promote community discussion of the concepts of  “honour”, “good” etc.


To encourage a wider field of candidates in future elections


To provide something other than stupidity, lies, fear, loathing for people to vote for




















Other biographical info:





I come from a fairly typical Roman Catholic Irish rural background and I see myself as being like most other Europeans of my age, i.e. only two to three generations removed from a traditional European peasant understanding of life and an individual’s part in it.   I had a standard solid Irish primary and high school education and did a degree in civil engineering so I’d be able to get a job when I worked out what to do with my life.


I came to Australia on a working holiday visa in 1980, and worked my way North to Darwin, which almost immediately felt like a place I could be part of.  Somehow, it seemed more “real” in some traditional European senses than other, more beautiful or more comfortable parts of this country I had been in, even though it was obviously (and seemingly proudly) relatively unreal, even by Australian standards.    


 


[ By which I mean that    a) Darwin obviously did not and could not (and still can’t) support itself)   and  b) typical Australians’ belief in how much their efforts made the country the great place it undoubtedly is, seemed vain,  to a European who had a little knowledge of, and some feeling for how long and how hard previous generations had to struggle to bring the conditions of human life to its current state. In other words, as children we were shown that it was a long hard road from a world where most people (i.e. you and me) were little more than possessions of a warlord, bishop or king, to today’s relatively easy life, where an individual can affect many of the circumstances of her own life, is encouraged to dream, to aspire to better things, and most importantly, is allowed to, and can earn the means to work towards many of her dreams).  Ask any wog (i.e. Australian permanent resident who wasn’t born here) who grew up in poor or rural Europe or Asia before, say 1970 -  many of them share an amused surprise at how Australians seem to be so pleasantly unaware of how much of what we have here was funded and designed in the “old” countries! ]





While waiting for the immigration authorities to catch up with me, and make my decision to return to the rest of the world easy for me, I was fortunate to settle down here, and be allowed to stay because of being in a genuine permanent (well, it was!) relationship with an Aussie.


I have felt myself to be part of the place since then, and have been a citizen of Australia only for the last few years. 


I have worked in a few fields - mainly civil construction and vocational education, at various levels from (usually) the bottom to middle management, and have made it my business to get to know people here, and to try to feel the spirit of the place, the land and the people.





I am standing for election because I know that this land, this people need better representation than either Labor or Liberal will ever provide - we will never take up the spirit of this land through stupid, short term or dishonest leadership - this country and her people needs much more than liars or fools will ever be able to do, or even see.  


 Please note that I am not standing for election because I think I have some magic formula to improve our quality of life - but I do know the difference between right and wrong, and am prepared to speak and write publicly about real current issues, from an ethical, rather than a self-promotional point of view.  The sad fact that many Aussies cannot imagine a politician acting in the best interests of more than sectional interests says a lot about the world such people grew up in, and nothing about me.











I am obviously depending on journalists doing their job properly - i.e. informing Territorians who want to know about what is happening and  making them aware of the alternatives they do have.


I will be available at almost any time to discuss my candidacy with anyone who is genuinely interested in informing Territorians











   - Maurice Foley,   29/ 6/’04


