THE OTHER SIDE OF INTERBIKE - - TESTING THE NEW MOUNTAIN BIKES

By Julie Kresko

My first thought - - I must be in heaven!  Boulder City, Nevada, where the 2006 Interbike “Demo Days” were held, is a world-class mountain bike destination.  Imagine being surrounded by elite cyclists and all the latest bicycles and bike gear - - and carte blanche to ride absolutely anything you want to test.  I only wish that there had been more time!
As a road and mountain bike rider, I opted to test mountain bikes only, since the hilly desert terrain was beckoning.  I am a mere five feet one and ½ inches, which limited my options slightly, and a proper fit is essential for avoiding injury and maximizing power and fun.
My first test bike was the Turner 5 Spot.  With 5" of rear wheel travel and a cush Fox RP3 rear shock, it's a great bike in steep and technical terrain. I had to use a little finesse climbing really steep rocky pitches, but overall it's one of the best technical climbing bikes I've ridden.  The head angle, cockpit length, and wheelbase all come together descending - - the faster and rougher the better! The 5 Spot is in its element at speed through rock gardens, boulder fields and gnarly roots.  The frame is priced at $1,850.

I also enjoyed the GT i-drive 5 2.0.  The 2007 has a new linkage design, no flex cone, a solid link skimming .5lb off the weight.  It retails for $2,100.  It has an isolated outer bracket front suspension movement.  It's an all-mountain cross country, shuttle run bike.  The all-aluminum frame is serviceable, pivots using bottom bracket tool and

allen wrench.  I think this bike is a good value for the money and fun to ride.

The FHS xc 204 with 6061 aluminum, four bar linkage with rock shock bar and scram 5x5, dart 2 shock with 100mm travel, was nothing to write home about.  It retails for $999.  I heard great things about the 29", but it was checked out when I arrived at the booth.

The Santa Cruz Blur XC was by far my favorite.  The fun factor was pegged.  This bike offered instant gratification!  After my first lap, I stopped at the Fox tent alongside the trail and let them do their thing.  They tweaked the shock adjustment to optimize its performance with respect to the rider's weight.  Virtual Pivot Point suspension,

with 115 mm of rear wheel travel is feather light.  Expect to start at $2,499 for the Blur R XC with the powder coat frame.

