Live CD Comparison

Choosing the right Live CD to use it critical to completing the tasks you need in a timely manner.  To help the casual user. we will take a look at a few different distributions to see what tools they employ.  Each Live CD has its pros and cons, and it is our job to choose the one that best works for our needs. 

The first distribution we will look at is the SLAX Live CD.  The primary benefits of this disk is it's size and speed.  Everything on the CD is compressed and all the files can be written to a small CD as opposed to a standard sized one (or USB drive).  This allows for better portability.  Another benefit to the software is that it supports a large array of hardware.  This includes wireless card detection.  Security professionals could find this distribution to be useful when they need a small and quick system. 

The Ubuntu distribution is probably one of the more well known versions of Linux out there these days.  The importance of this distribution is that it comes well stocked with software that all users can use.  Most professionals would find this to be too bulky for their needs.  This would be good for users wanting to use Ubuntu on a daily basis for standard use, but would probably find itself not of much use to those in the security field. 

Knoppix is the last Live CD we will look at.  It is like  Ubuntu in that it offers a large selection of software and can be used for standard use.  It is not as comprehensive as Ubuntu, which makes it more selective to who uses it.  Security professionals will find the tools included with Knoppix to be very helpful. 

