Essay Comparison


In “Skating Across Cultural Gap” and “The Kayak”, Jordin and Teresa received strong support from their family. Teresa felt lack of support from her friends; they made lame excuses and left her when she became crippled. She also felt that her parents are overprotective, which they are not. They let her go out kayaking alone in the bay and watch her from the shore. Jordin receives support from everybody in his community, when he signed to the NHL, over 500 people said goodbye to him at the airport. Jordin was also respected, he was short and light but it didn’t matter to the Predators, they expected him to be a punishing body checker.


Jordin Tootoo in the story “Skating Across Cultural Gap” is 20 years old, living in Rankin Inlet, Nunavut. He goes through the most unusual workouts, such as transporting his 102-pound cousin on his back to workout on his upper body. Living in Nunavut is unique for a hockey player, it is where the youngsters were learning how to hunt caribou, whale and seal, but Jordin mastered the slap shots. He was the most popular player on every team he played on and the fans were chanting his name when he played for Canada in world junior championship. He followed his father’s footsteps, who played senior hockey in Manitoba when he was young and went to hockey schools in Winnipeg, Alberta and British Columbia.


Teresa in the story “The Kayak” is 16 years old and loved to kayak because she feels free and wild in the bay. She had an accident and became crippled; her close friends visited her two or three times and stopped. She felt uncomfortable when she is around people because she assumes that they will see her as limited. In the end she realized that not everybody would presume her disability and see her as limited. Also she saved Jamie’s life, showing that people with disability isn’t less superior than the people without.


There are several symbols in “The Kayak”. “Half the kayak is on land.” It is describing how Teresa is feeling about being limited and not perfect, unlike everyone else. The story also showed that she doesn’t communicate a lot with other people other than her parents, “His voice trembles. Is it from the cold?” She also keep many thoughts in her head, acting shy.

