The Bloc Québécois is a left-wing federal political party in Canada that is devoted to the promotion of sovereignty for Quebec. It also holds the goals of social democracy and the "defence of the interests of all Quebecers in Ottawa" (notably by promoting, in the federal parliament, the consensuses of the National Assembly of Quebec).

The BQ is supported by organized labour in Quebec and works closely with the Parti Québécois. Members and supporters of the BQ are sometimes called Bloquistes 

From March to May of 1941, L'Action Nationale magazine renewed its calls for such a party, especially to oppose plans for conscription. In October 1941, the Bloc Populaire was created with those very objectives.

Origins

The Bloc Québécois started in 1990 as an informal coalition of Progressive Conservative Party (PC) and Liberal members of the Parliament of Canada from Quebec, who left their original parties around the time of the defeat of the Meech Lake Accord. The party was initially intended to be temporary, and was given the goal of the promotion of sovereignty at the federal level. The party aimed to disband following a successful referendum on sovereignty.

This coalition was led by Lucien Bouchard, who had been federal Minister of the Environment until he quit the PC caucus. He was joined by Liberals Gilles Rocheleau and Jean Lapierre and Tories Nic Leblanc, Louis Plamondon, Benoît Tremblay, Gilbert Chartrand, and François Gérin. The first Bloquiste candidate to be elected was then-union-organizer Gilles Duceppe in a by-election for the riding of Laurier--Sainte-Marie on August 13, 1990.

First election

In the 1993 federal election, the Bloc won 54 seats in Quebec. Because the opposition vote in the rest of Canada was split between the Reform Party, the PC Party and the New Democratic Party, the Bloc narrowly won the second largest number of seats in the Canadian House of Commons, and therefore became the official opposition.

The election of a great number of Bloquistes in the 1993 election was the first of The Three Periods, a plan intended to lay out the way to sovereignty created by future Premier of Quebec Jacques Parizeau. Parizeau became Premier of Quebec in the Quebec election of 1994.

Search of a new leader

Following Bouchard's departure, Michel Gauthier became leader of the Bloc.

Although the party tends to represent the social democratic side of the political spectrum, it has no particular unifying ideology apart from promoting Quebec sovereignty. In the wake of the referendum defeat, Gauthier proved unable to hold the fractious caucus together, and resigned as leader just a year later.

Gilles Duceppe became leader of the party in 1997, and remains leader of the Bloc today.

Hard road

In the 1997 federal election, the Bloc Québécois dropped to 44 seats, losing official opposition status to the Reform Party. The 1997-2000 term was marked by the Bloc's fight against the passing of Bill C-20, engineered by Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chrétien and Stéphane Dion, a Quebec minister in Chretien's cabinet.

In the 2000 election, the Bloc dropped further to 38 seats, despite winning more votes than at the previous election. This was still more than the number of seats the Liberals had won in Quebec; however, the Liberals went on to win several subsequent by-elections, marking the first time since the 1982 patriation of the Constitution that the Liberals had held the majority of Quebec's seats in the Commons.

From then to the subsequent election, the Bloc continued to denounce the federal government's interventions in exclusively provincial jurisdictions. Its actions led to the uncovering of what has since become the sponsorship scandal. Among other things, the Bloc supported the Kyoto Accord, gay marriage and marijuana decriminalization, and opposed a Canadian participation in the 2003 war in Iraq.

Election results

	Election
	# of candidates nominated
	# of seats won
	# of total votes
	% of popular vote (Canada)
	% of popular vote (Quebec)

	1993
	75
	54
	1,835,784
	13.52%
	49%

	1997
	75
	44
	1,385,821
	10.67%
	38%

	2000
	75
	38
	1,377,820
	10.72%
	40%

	2004
	75
	54
	1,672,874
	12.40%
	49%


