What are the positive and negative changes that have been brought about by unions? What is your opinion of unions?


During World War I, the cost living in Canada grew because of new jobs; producing war equipments and ammunition. When the war was over, war industries closed down, leaving massive unemployment workers and soldiers throughout Canada. Radical ideas that started the Russia revolution were appeal to the working people. The union leaders formed a One Big Union, which represents all Canadian workers in one organization to help workers to have more control in industry and government. A general strike is a walkout by all employed workers.


The positive changes that was brought by the union is the power of all the workers working together to get the demands they want and draw attention from the government to resolve the issues. The negative changes are the introduction of general strike, which stopped all progresses throughout Canada. Also there will be injuries and death because of these actions.


The One Big Union was a negative change that has been brought to the world. The general strike happened on May 15, 1919 in Winnipeg was a defeat for strikers. 30000 people in Canada went on strike that day. Everything stopped progress, which lowered the economy and living conditions. 8 strike union leaders were arrested due to conspiracy of overthrowing the government. A pro-strike demonstration was killed in police gunfire and left many others wounded. Also many people lost jobs because of striking and they failed to make an important point.


In the end, the strike drew attention to the government about socials and economic conditions. The strike was caused by low wages and dreaded working conditions. I don’t think it was an attempt to have a revolution; it was just for higher wages and better working conditions.

