Is today’s government responsible for injustices of the past?


Yes, the government should be responsible for the injustice of the past. The Chinese people who immigrated to Canada helped to construct this nation. Without them, the days would not be like it is today. Yet the government had special laws and taxes to stop immigrants.


A fee called head tax was applied at 1885. The tax was applied only to immigrants, who had to pay a sum of $50. It increased to $100 in 1990 and to $500 by the year 1993 which made immigration to Canada almost impossible.


The Chinese community asked the federal government to make up for the injustices of the past, to pay the $23 million to the families that head tax was collected. The government apologized to the Italian-Canadians for the injustice at World War II. Also they apologized to the Japanese-Canadians for their injustice during the war, and paid $12 million for their damaged properties. The government promised to payback the Chinese for the injustice in 1993 but they reject to pay the next year.


The government has received more than $23 million for the Chinese work over the last seventy years, yet they won’t pay back the head tax that were collect. Returning the money is only fair; as said “a government cannot, and should not, and must not, benefit from racism.”

