Chapter Summary

Chapter 1


It was early March 1942, 3 month after Pearl Harbor was bombed and America went to war with the Nazis and the Japanese. It was the day when two mighty sixteen-inches bore navel guns pass through the town; protecting the Rhode Island coast from the Germans. The I42 tons and sixty-eight feet gun damaged the roads badly and made the whole town shake as the two-flatbed haulers moving them. The main character (Robert) and his friend/cousin Elliot watched this historical moment. The gun made Elliot’s face empty of emotion but Robert wasn’t scared. Robert’s father was flying with the Royal Canadian Air Force out of England; preparing to fight.

Chapter 2


This chapter talks about Elliot, Robert and his father. Elliot Marks was standing outside without a coat in the middle of a freezing New England February, moping his nose and looking into the bare limbs of a tree. Robert just arrived at his grandpa and grandma Saunders’s house in Rhode Island for the first time. His mother bought him and his 5-year-old sister; Carolyn from their farm in Ohio while his father was away fighting.

Robert’s mom got lonely at their farm when his dad left, when she saw the letter Grandma Saunders wrote, she moved immediately. Robert’s dad used to fly for mail service, and then he was a test pilot for the U.S. Army. Elliot showed Robert a picture he drew when they finished dinner, Robert couldn’t believe that Elliot did that in that period time. Elliot captured it exactly like what happened when they were at dinner.

Chapter 3


Grandpa Saunders hardly look at Elliot, he thought he was an idiot and weakling. Elliot was like a ghost in his family, he acts quietly and unnoticeable around the house. Nobody even knew his amazing talent and he didn’t want anybody to know about that either. He draws all day, whatever he thought was interesting he’ll draw it, usually don’t show it to anybody except for Robert and always throws them away. They met Abel Hoffman; he’s a painter and has bad English. He told them that he was going to paint the ocean and asked Elliot to join him. Elliot was scared of Abel Hoffman and Robert was confused. On the way home, when Elliot started talking, he told Robert that Abel Hoffman was a famous painter and he is a German. Nobody liked him and he lives in the wood. Elliot showed him a book that Robert’s dad gave him for his birthday present; it was an Art book, in the book there was Abel Hoffman. Robert borrowed the Art book and left.

Chapter 4


Robert wonders about his father, he was the second “ghost” in Grandpa and Grandma Saunders’s house. He thought about how he grown up, sports he played, the desk he sat in at school and many other more. Nobody wants to talk about his father, they removed everything that he owned and would tell Robert anything. He took a look of the book and read the message that his dad wrote to Elliot; he got a bit jealous and homesick. A six-thousand-ton British freighter carrying supplies to England had sunk by German torpedoes. Robert and Elliot skipped school to go to the fort to check it out. They saw guards and decided to circle around and come up from the bay beach side. Elliot noticed a pile of dead brush, underneath is a long slit that had been cut in the fence. They saw the big gun up close up, and explored parts of the base. Abel Hoffman suddenly appeared, moved the bush and got into the base. They hid from him and waited until he went out of sight, and guessed that he probably came to paint.

Chapter 5


German struck again, this time it was a big passenger ship coming from England to New York City named Ss. Cherokee. Coast houses had been ordered to black out their lighted windows after nightfall so German subs couldn’t see England’s convoy ships. Robert became more suspicious of Abel and the torpedo attacks. Elliot denies and told Robert he think that just because Abel is German. Robert was anxious and asked Grandpa at the dinner table, were there any American pilot on that boat. Grandpa went furious and almost threw a glass cup at him, but instead he yelled and left. Elliot drew another picture of the family scene that just happened. Robert noticed something in Elliot’s drawing, Elliot never draw himself.

Chapter 6


 10 days after the sinking of the Cherokee, enemy torpedoed an eight-thousand-ton British freighter. Everybody was listening to reports to the rescue operations on the radio. Everybody got afraid, Grandpa built a bomb shelter where the cellar under the house is. Car owners in Sachem’s Head had been told to paint the top half of the car headlights black to keep them from shining up into the air. The town practiced air raids too, often weekly. Abel Hoffman was beaten up, he came at their home at midnight and Grandpa fixed him up. His arm was broken and his face is all puffed up.

Chapter 7


Robert’s mom sewed a white banner with a blue service star on it to represent that the person who normally lived in that house was in the war or gone to fight for our cause. If the person died then you’ll replace the blue star with a golden one. Robert was afraid of this star and always tried to make it look like it fell by accident or hiding it, but she always find it in the end and put it up. Robert went through the shelf to get the letters that his mother hide from his father because she always hid the parts that she didn’t like that is written in the letter when reading them to Robert and Carolyn. Elliot showed Robert that he went to Abel Hoffman and Abel lets him use the paints. Abel showed Robert some painting he did, Elliot’s drawings were way better than his. Abel use his emotion to paint about how he feel on the scene, Robert told Elliot that he was way better than Abel. Elliot refuses and stayed with Abel to learn.

Chapter 8


Robert found out his mother didn’t tell his father that they’re living in Grandma and Grandpa Saunders’s house. Grandma showed Robert a picture of his father when he was 12 years old. Robert read the 3 letters he got from his father and asked his mother why she didn’t tell him yet. She told him that she will, and the big gun is going to fire at 10 tomorrow morning. She asked Robert to stay with Carolyn and watch the house incase something happened. Robert lied and decided that he had to go tomorrow.

Chapter 9


Robert took Carolyn to Grandma’s house so he can go watch the big guns fire. He asked Elliot to go with him but Elliot had plans with Abel and refused. Grandma told Robert that she couldn’t take care of Carolyn because of a meeting in church. Robert had no choice but to take Carolyn with him. They crawled through the dead bush to get in the base. Abel Hoffman was there, using his binoculars to look at the guns. The gun fired and the impact made Robert and Carolyn dizzy for a few minutes. Soon soldiers showed and were chasing Abel. Abel ran to the dead bush and saw Robert and Carolyn.

Chapter 10


An officer from the fort visited their house next morning. In his hand were the two small clumps of ear cotton Carolyn used when they were near the big gun. The soldier asked Robert questions bout Abel when he was near the cannon. Abel got arrested the next day, but was released because they had not enough evidence to do anything. Abel was bullied when he is on the street, so instead of picking art supplies and getting food, Elliot started helping him. Elliot said that he improved a lot; stopping drinking and worked a lot more. He convinced Robert to visit Abel with him and Robert agreed.

Chapter 11


Abel told Elliot and Robert why he is not at Germany right now. Hitler dislikes the way painters like him paint and banished all the painters he didn’t like. Most went to jail or even worst, death. Abel was thankful that he escaped but lost many good friends. He also told many other horrible things that happened. He gave a 6 feet by 6 feet painting to Elliot and Robert. They hid it quietly in the barn. They receive a message about his father; his plane was shot down.

Chapter 12


Abel Hoffman was arrested again; this time they found drawings of guns, buildings and weapon sites, which Elliot drew. When the police was about to take Abel to state prison outside of the province. Someone lit Abel’s home on fire and ruined all his paintings. The fire caught on to other trees and many people wasted their whole day fighting with the fire.

Chapter 13


Elliot felt sick after seeing all the paintings Abel did was burnt to ashes. Grandpa found out that he’d being helping the German and yelled at him like crazy. They got the news that his father was alive. She told him how his dad was still alive and the days went back to normal. Elliot started to draw a picture telling Robert the story of why his dad left home. There was Grandpa holding a shotgun and his dad lying there with blood all over the floor.

Chapter 14


His dad’s limping leg wasn’t from a flying accident like he told him. It was because Grandpa and him were arguing. Robert’s father refused to apply for college, instead wanting to fly for the U.S mail service. It made Grandpa furious and the gun went off injuring Robert’s father’s leg. Grandpa couldn’t remember that he pulled the trigger. But Aunt Nan and Uncle Jack saw the whole thing, Grandpa was aiming through the door. He walked over to help Robert’s father, who wasn’t crying or anything, and removed the bullet right where he was shot. They were going to take him to the hospital the next day but he took off using crutches and using the family car with the damaged leg and ran away to do what he planed. His dad finally came back after the war. The painting that Abel gave Elliot was priceless; it was the last one of Abel’s painting, Elliot denied the museums offer. 

