A STAMP OF APPROVAL ON AN ADMINISTRATION THEY FUNDAMENTALLY DISAGREE WITH

“The Bush-Cheney ticket continues to sugarcoat the facts, even as the 140,000-member U.S. force is battling an insurgency.  The decision to invade Iraq was a colossal blunder, but instead of admitting their mistakes, President Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney speak glowingly about the dawn of democracy in Iraq in January.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 10/8/04]


“Add to that the collapse of the Bush administration's principal reason for an attack -- Saddam's supposed stockpile of weapons of mass destruction -- and the Iraq policy shapes up as a disaster.  But Bush and Cheney refuse to acknowledge mistakes.”  Columbus Dispatch, 10/8/04]

“Fighting terrorism requires a unified effort. President Bush's cautious support for a National Counterterrorism Center and U.S. intelligence overlord falls short of the sensible recommendations in the 9/11 commission's 567-page report.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 8/5/04]

“President Bush was unprepared for the post-invasion period because of incorrect forecasts that the U.S.-led coalition would be welcomed as a liberator instead of as an occupier.  Team Bush cast aside plenty of common-sense caution, eager for a regime change that was supposed to generate a blossoming of democracy in the Middle East.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 7/4/04]


“At the beginning of his term, budget surpluses of $5.6 trillion were projected for the succeeding decade. Instead, total government overspending just for this year is projected to be as much as $521 billion.  Since Bush assumed office, accumulated deficits have helped add more than $1.4 trillion, or 24 percent, to the national debt, which stands at nearly $7.2 trillion.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 5/23/04]

“That case is being severely tested, because strong leaders must be able to accept unwelcome realities, admit mistakes and change course. An inability to do so leads to disaster. So far, President Bush seems challenged in reconciling these truths with his self-image. But an ignorance of history in the White House, while troubling, is less dangerous to the United States than an unwillingness to admit the truth today.  The harsh reality is that the rationale for the Iraq war, and virtually all the predictions of how it would play out, have been proved wrong.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 5/16/04]


“Since President Bush took office, The Dispatch repeatedly has criticized the reckless fiscal policy of this administration and the GOP-controlled Congress.  Between them, they have produced record-setting deficits, wiped out the 10-year, $5.6 trillion surplus that was projected at the time Bush took office and increased the national debt to more than $7 trillion.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 2/8/04]

 “It is becoming increasingly difficult to have any confidence in the fiscal policy of this administration. At a minimum, the American people should be able to have confidence that the president and Congress are attempting to be fiscally responsible and are doing so with honest numbers.”  [Columbus Dispatch, 2/8/04]

“This administration, aided and abetted by Congress, has embarked on exorbitantly expensive domestic programs and military campaigns that are the antithesis of fiscal responsibility. The nation's leaders have shirked their duty to find a way to ensure that the Medicare and Social Security systems remain solvent. Perpetual borrowing threatens to saddle future generations of Americans with a national mortgage that will consume inordinate amounts of their income.” [Columbus Dispatch, 1/19/04]
