Little People of America, Inc.

Officer’s Monthly Message: July 2008
President – Lois Gerage-Lamb
Littlelogl@aol.com
Greetings, 

It was a great conference in Detroit and we had a very productive meetings.  My thanks go out to the entire board as well as the EC and all the volunteers for such a great conference. Amy Andrews, Stacie Pouliot, Dee Dee Allemon, and Marge Carlisle as well as the district director of 5, Lydia Graber, and the district 5 members did an awesome job along with the members of the General Motors people who were more than gracious by assisting us wherever and whenever needed.

We had awesome board meetings which ran smoother than we have ever had.  With a little practice we shall have this down as well as implementing our strategic plan.  Remember, the strategic plan was not a plan to be up in running smoothly in one year. We are off to a great start.    

I wanted to let you know that Stacie Pouliot has stepped down as the Parent Coordinator, and Lauren Wagonlander will be taking her place as Parent Coordinator.  There will also be a new Finance Chair coming on board since Jon North is now our new VP of Finance.  We are in the midst of voting.

New York is our next conference site for 2009.  Mike Petruzzelli and his crew are working hard to put on the best conference ever.  There will be more information coming.

To all district directors, please remember to remind your treasurer that the quarterly report for June is due.  Please send your report to rockinnorth@yahoo.com

All directors please let me know when your fall and spring regionals are scheduled.  If you can let the entire EC know this would help to see if we could possible attend your regional.

Finally, I want to thank each of you for all that you do.  I am still recuperating from my illness.  I am better but still not up to par.

Please remember our August 31 call.  It will be at 7:00 p.m. CT.
I will send a list out of the dates scheduled for our calls.  

Take care,

Lois Gerage Lamb
President
Little People of America
phone # 214 826-6284
cell # 214-729-4152

Vice President of Finance – Craig Holloway
CHolloway@gpmcpa.com
Hi everyone,

 It was great to see many of you at the Detroit conference.  I think everyone had a good time.  I would like to thank the Conference Committee for putting on a great conference.

 I am working with Jon North on a three-month transition period regarding the duties of the Vice-President of Finance.  I have sent out dues rebates to all chapters who have sent me financial reports.  If your chapter has not sent me a report for 2008, please have your treasurer send me a report as soon as possible.  The 2008 second quarter report is now due.   I am in the process of sending out the scholarship checks to the colleges and universities.  All the scholarship checks should be sent out by early August.   
Thanks,

Craig Holloway

VP Finance
Vice President of Programs - Elect – Anthony Connor

Connor.anthony@gmail.com
I have returned to work after being at home for 8 weeks recovering from back surgery to correct spinal stenosis.  My recovery has gone well.  Walking is much better than before the surgery, and stair stepping is slowly progressing.  I am pleased with the outcome of the surgery.   I am coming up to speed with all of the funds, programs and committees previously overseen in this office held by Bill Bradford.
While recovering from surgery, I participated in the scholarship committee for the most recent round of scholarship applicants.  I would like to ask District Directors and chapter presidents to continue to encourage our membership to apply for funds such as the Kitchen's Fund and the Bock Fund  and the Health Advocacy fund as appropriate.  If there are needs in areas where a financial need exists such as an unpaid medical expense or other need that you see that could or should be met, please feel free contact me.

Thanks.

Anthony Connor

Vice President of Programs - Elect

Vice President of Public Relations – Gary Arnold
GArnold@accessliving.org
The summer 2008 issue of the LPA Today is now at the printer and will soon be in the mail.  Although this issue includes a few stories that cover the Detroit National Conference, more conference coverage will be found in the fall 2008 issue. 

In two years I still haven’t developed a satisfactory system for communicating with the membership and with the community about media and television inquiries I receive. Though this doesn’t concern me too much, because I don’t think LPA has an obligation to help “The Nanny” and “Family Feud” cast their shows, I sometimes worry I may have missed a few positive opportunities. 

Hoping to avoid this in the future, I plan to send out a weekly email to all LPA Board Members and Chapter Presidents.  This weekly email will include a list of all recent media inquiries I received and a list of recent media stories that include LPA.  Feel free to share the information in these emails as you believe appropriate. 

Thanks!

Gary Arnold 

Executive Director – Joanna Campbell

Joanna.lpa@earthlink.net
Dear Officers,

Work at the office continues as we prepare to mail the 2006-2007 annual report later this month.  I have been working with Ethan preparing a plan for membership renewals for the upcoming year.    We have been receiving lots of correspondence and questions at the office from interested members.  Please make sure your chapter officers are current, paid members.  We will be completing a membership review of all officers in September; we understand it can be easy to forget to renew, however, it is a requirement to be an office holder.  Please be sure to let the office know if your officers have changed so we can keep our lists and website updated.

Thank you!

Thank you.

Joanna Campbell
Executive Director

Little People of America

714-862-4247
Conference Review Committee – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
Congratulations again to the Detroit 2008 Conference Committee for hosting an excellent conference! The final registered attendance of 1902 exceeded expectations and everyone enjoyed a fun-filled week!

Members of the 2009 Brooklyn and 2010 Nashville conference committees attended the Detroit conference to observe, learn, and make plans for their upcoming conferences.  They participated in many discussion s with the CRC and the members of the Detroit Committee.

Looking forward, the LPA Board approved of Orange County, California’s bid for the 2011 national conference in an e-mail vote over the weekend of July 27.  Since there was no competing bid, this will be the site of the 2011 conference, without a vote by the membership, per Article XXI of the Bylaws.
In parallel, Joanna Campbell, Marge Carlisle, and Ron Piro have been negotiating the final points of the contract with the Hyatt Hotel, and if they come to an agreement this week, President Lois-Gerage Lamb will sign the contract at the hotel on July 31 while she is in California.
With the 2011 conference site closed, it is time to start considering 2012!  Bids for 2012 are now open and the CRC will work with any District considering a bid.  We would like to set December 31, 2008 as the cutoff for bids for 2012, so the approval process by the Board and membership can be completed before the 2009 conference.

Future conferences:

2009 – Brooklyn - Sat. 7/4 – Fri. 7/10

2010 – Nashville - Sat. 7/3 – Fri. 7/9

2011 – Orange County, California – Sat. 7/2 – Fri. 7/8

2012 – Open for bids

Ron Piro – Chair, Joanna Campbell, Marge Carlisle, and Amy D’Avia

National Parliamentarian – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
The minutes of the June 21 & 22 LPA Board meetings at the 2008 National Conference in Detroit were distributed to the Board on June 22.

President Lois Gerage-Lamb has tentatively scheduled regular Board teleconferences for the coming year, with the next one to be Sunday, August 31.

National Election Committee – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
The results of the 2008 National election were announced on June 14.  Congratulations to all of the Executive Committee officers, who will now serve for three years, as the Bylaw amendment extending their terms also was passed!  As expected for this uncontested election, voter turnout was low - exceptionally low.  But sufficient ballots were received across all of the Districts to approve of the Bylaw amendments.
The next election of officers will not be until 2011, but Bylaw amendment proposals may be submitted for vote each spring.

Ron Piro and Amy D’Avia

Historian – Jim Kay

Jg43ay@surewest.net
Historian Report:

The Detroit Conference featured an exhibit of District 5 history and events and a brief history of each Chapter told in text and photos. The exhibit was open three days and had an attendance of about 300 persons. Those who saw the exhibit gave favorable comments. District 2 has requested a similar exhibit for the District and the Chapters and they have begun gathering photos and items for the display. 

The LPA Archive welcomes photos, documents, scrapbooks, photo albums, news clippings, or memorabilia that relates to the activities or events of Little People of America or information, commentary, news clippings, photos, research papers, films that relate to the issues, concerns and reality facing individuals with short stature.   

If you have items for the LPA Archive please send them to:  Jim Kay, 4825 Oakfield Circle, Carmichael, CA. 95608.  If you have questions or wish information about the LPA Archive and an e-mail to jg43ay@surewest.net  or phone me at   916-359-4637. 
Jim Kay, Historian

Parent Coordinator - Stacie Pouliot

rrpsap@comcast.net
We are still wrapping up the final stages of the LPA 2008 National conference.  We have paid the last few bills and preparing to close the books on the 2008 National Conference.  What a whirlwind this past year (no! two years!) has been.  Our committee here in the Detroit area worked very hard and I think I can safely say the 2008 Conference was a huge success.  By Thursday evening at the Banquet, announcement was made over 1.900 people registered.  

The receptions held Saturday afternoon, such as the Newcomers Reception, Family Reception, etc. enabled new families to meet each other so they had the rest of the week to get to know each other better.  One of the receptions matched two families together who had children with a rare type of dwarfism.  It was so great to see these parents meet and continue through the week to become good friends.  But, that’s what LPA is all about as far as I’m concerned; people meeting people, supporting each other, families growing up together and growing old together. 

Our Parent Meetings were very well attended.  Once again, a few of our psychologists and genetic counselors from the LPA Medical Advisory Board facilitated the Psychosocial Workshops during two of the three parent meetings.  For a change, we scheduled a parent meeting on Wednesday evening (with the kids’ camp open).  The Wednesday night parent meeting was very well attended by lp parents as well as average size parents, which produced a wider variety of viewpoints regarding issues with raising dwarf children.  

I would encourage all district and/or chapter parent coordinators to try to plan a parent meeting in your area before the school year begins, if possible.  A lot of families with young lp children (especially age 4 and 5) will be preparing to send their kids off to school for the first time which takes a little extra planning and preparing for the parents.  This is an excellent time for parents to meet together, exchange ideas and support each other.  

I hope everyone has a very restful and peaceful summer.  

God’s Blessings.

Stacie Pouliot

ANSI – Tricia Mason and Judith Irving
tricia.c.mason@gmail.com
Hello All,

Hopefully by now you've received a copy of the letter and writing instructions for the Department of Justice Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) as discussed at the Board meeting in Detroit.  Please write letters or post comments online as this is one of the major items of contention in the DOJ rule and it is imperative that people of short stature, their family and friends write letters expressing how a 48-inch side reach improves our independence.  We are planning on posting reminders to the various listservs and we hope that you, as district directors and officers will help get the word out and encourage your members to take action.  We will provide draft language for you to send to your own e-mail lists by the end of this week (August 1). 
If you need further information or if you have questions, please contact Tricia Mason at tricia.c.mason@gmail.com
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