Little People of America, Inc.

Officer’s Monthly Message: April 2008
President – Lois Gerage-Lamb
Littlelogl@aol.com
Greeting to All, 

Well, many of the regionals in your district are over by now.  I hope they were successful and well attended.  By the time you get this we will have already had or conference call meeting and we will be discussing many items. One of the most important matters is whether we would feel it beneficial for Joan McBride to come for a meeting in Detroit.  We would have to rearrange some agenda items as well as possibly meeting on a Monday.  Many of you have already met with Joan and as this goes out to you all would have met with her for your input into the strategic plan.  It is exciting to see the course LPA will take.  The example Casey Hubelbank gave at his regional was right on target and the thinking LPA is trying to set forth.

To let you know in advance the first meeting for the LPA Board of Directors will be Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m. starting with a continental breakfast.  Please submit any agenda items to me by May 28, 2008.  All reports from committees need to be submitted by that time as well.

This is another reminder that if you have not sent in your treasurers' report from either the district or the chapter it is due NOW!  Please submit a copy to Craig Holloway as well as myself.  This is written in the by-laws that the district director and president of LPA should receive a copy of their treasurer's reports.

Hope your spring has been a good one.  The April showers have definitely hit here in Dallas.

Lois Gerage Lamb
President
Little People of America
phone # 214 826-6284
cell # 214-729-4152

Vice President of Finance – Craig Holloway
CHolloway@wertzco.com
Hi everyone.  Well I survived another tax season.  This one was pretty tough at the end, but we got everything done.

I have attached the financial reports through February.  I will be contacting the auditor soon to begin the audit of the financial statements for the year ended September 30, 2007.  I will be sending out dues rebates next month for annual dues received from October 1, 2007 through March 31, 2008.  I would like to thank all the Chapters and Districts officers who have sent their financial reports to me.  Financial reports for year ended December 31, 2007 and quarter ended March 31, 2008 are now due for all those who have not submitted their reports.

Thanks,

Craig Holloway

VP Finance

Vice President of Public Relations – Gary Arnold
GArnold@accessliving.org
The Detroit Conference is coming up quickly.  I love being an officer and the responsibilities that go with it, but one distinct difference is how I feel about approaching conferences.  In the past, it was just, “I can’t wait for the conference.  I hope the next two months fly by!”  Now it’s, “Oh no! Only two months until the conference."I have a lot to do.”  But, who am I to complain.  My work load is just a sliver compared to the conference committee and some of the other officers.  

But, speaking of Detroit, the Advocacy Committee Chair, and the board members who participated in the advocacy section of the mid-year meeting, hopes to use the Detroit Conference as an opportunity to recruit for a new and improved Advocacy Committee.

One of our goals is to appoint an advocacy representative from each district.  This representative would serve as a point person for the District, fielding inquiries in the area of advocacy, and initiating proactive advocacy activities. Advocacy in this case could mean any number of things, from community awareness, to letters to the editor.  

If, leading up to the conference, you have any opportunity to start spreading the word about the new committee opportunity, through either list serves, district/chapter newsletters, or meetings, that would be very helpful.  

Please feel free to refer anyone who is interested to me. And, feel free to contact me if you like me to craft a specific message to your chapter or district.

Thanks!

Gary Arnold 

Executive Director – Joanna Campbell

Joanna.lpa@earthlink.net
Hello,

The new office is continuing to get settled in. 

Our administrative person works Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons to answer membership questions and answer the phones.

Maureen can also answer membership.

The address of the new office is:

250 El Camino Real, Suite 201

Tustin, CA  92780

Maureen will handle anything related to the national conference.

Regards,

Joanna Campbell

National Headquarters – Maureen Malek

Maureen@lpaonline.org
Hello Everyone,
To say that I am busy is an underestimate.  I received more than 100 registrations over last weekend and am trying to process those along with name badges and envelope tags to get them sent to the Detroit Committee to start making registration packets that include event tickets.  I hope to have the first batch to them by early next week.  Of the 211 registrations that have been entered on-line as of this morning, I’ve done about 75% of them through my office.  But I just keep plowing through the stacks and someday I’ll see my desk.  So please be patient with me as I juggle all the e-mails, telephone calls and registrations.
As you can see below, I go back to full-time this coming Thursday (May 1st).  My hours are posted below for your review.
Work hours effective May 1, 2008 - 7:30am to 4:30pm Pacific Time with my lunch hour from 12:00pm to 1:00pm.
As always, my telephone lines are always open.

Maureen Malek – 

Office Administrator

LPA National Office

LPA National Office Address:

P.O. Box 750
Hillsboro, Oregon   97123
(503) 846-1562 - Telephone

(888) 572-2001 – Toll-Free

(503) 846-1590 – Fax

Conference Review Committee – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
The Detroit 2008 national conference preparations continue, as they will report elsewhere in this message!  

Joanna Campbell and Ron Piro continue to prepare the documentation for the Orange County, California bid for the 2011 national conference.  The deadline of April 30, 2008 for submission of bids for 2011 is nearly upon us, and there has been no indication that there will be bids from other districts, so assumedly Orange County will be the only bid for 2011 to bring to the Board of Directors this spring.

Future conferences:

2008 – Detroit – Sat. 6/21 – Fri. 6/27 

2009 – Brooklyn - Sat. 7/4 – Fri. 7/10

2010 – Nashville - Sat. 7/3 – Fri. 7/9

2011 – Open for bids

2012 – Open for bids

Ron Piro – Chair, Joanna Campbell, Marge Carlisle, and Amy D’Avia

National Parliamentarian – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
I participated in the Board teleconference on April 20, and the minutes are in preparation and will be distributed soon. 

National Election Committee – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
The ballot preparations are complete for the 2008 election, and Jody Yarborough has prepared the final format for publication in the spring issue of LPA Today.  We have six candidates for the national offices, with no contested races, and three Bylaw amendment proposals.  Ballots will be returned and tallied before the national conference in Detroit.

Ron Piro and Amy D’Avia

[image: image1.png]



