Little People of America, Inc.

Officer’s Monthly Message: March 2008
President – Lois Gerage-Lamb
Littlelogl@aol.com
Well, spring is here and many regionals are taking place.  I hope you will have the opportunity to go to a regional and perhaps visit a neighboring district's regional as well.  Well, this year is an election year and     I along with others have decided to run for another term.  I am so pleased with the slate of officers running.  They each will bring to the table the representation of all the members.  LPA has a great group of officers that will bring great ideas to the table.  It was my goal; to get the younger members involved and I am so pleased they have stepped up.  It would be great if you would affirm this feeling by sending in your vote.  There is also a by-law amendment which will be voted upon as well.  Please read it and decide by casting your vote.  

Also I would like each of you to remember Dr. Leonard Langer.  Please pass on to your members of his death.  He was a member of the LPA Medical Advisory board as well as the first recipient for an honorary life membership in LPA.  Our prayers and sympathy go out to his family.  

In three months we will be convening in Detroit Michigan for LPA's national conference.  I would like to receive from each of you any member whom has passed away this past year so we can remember them at the conference.

If you have any Distinguished Service Award nominees please pass these on the Bill Bradford.  Remember we would like to recognize our members who have volunteered their time to LPA.  They cannot hold an office at the time.

Do not forget to turn in your treasurer's district report by the end of March to Craig Holloway.

Well, I wish each of you a happy Easter and a blessed one.  I have recently has eye surgery and therefore the next LPA Board teleconference meeting had to be changed. It will now be the first Sunday in April.

Lois Gerage Lamb
President
Little People of America
phone # 214 826-6284
cell # 214-729-4152
Vice President of Finance – Craig Holloway
CHolloway@wertzco.com
There will no submission from Craig Holloway until after tax season.
Vice President of Membership – Robert Haines

Rhaines110@sbcglobal.net
As a member of LPA, the spring time is always my favorite.  The weather is starting to warm up (for us on the west coast) and spring regionals are just around the corner and the national conference is just a few months away.  

 

This is also an election year for LPA.  Once you all receive your ballots, please read through the three very important bylaw amendments and cast your vote of each member seeking national office.  Remember, your vote makes a difference!
 

I'd also like to congratulate Sandy Becker on becoming LPA's newest employee!  While Sandy and Joanna are managing our new office in Southern California, Maureen will continue to work on special projects and will assist Marge Carlisle, Stacie Pouliot, and Amy Andrews on the upcoming national conference. 

 

Thank you all for supporting LPA.

 

Robert Haines

VP of Membership 

Vice President of Programs – Bill Bradford
lpaprograms@gmail.com
Hello all, 
it’s that time of year again!  Students are applying for scholarships for next year.  Many students will be contacting officers for letters of recommendation.  Some of them will be non-members, or lapsed members.  I would encourage all officers to do whatever you can to meet and talk with a student who is not, or hasn't been, a member, and get to know them a little so you can provide a letter of recommendation for them.

Scholarships are a great recruiting tool to bring new members into the fold (or reclaim lapsed members) and they rely on you for letters of recommendation.  Please help facilitate this by being willing to meet with them (and if they live too far away, at least do a phone interview and encourage them to attend your next regional).

Email me if you need help facilitating this process.

Also, I will be forming my scholarship committee soon.  Please email if you're interested in being part.

Happy Easter!
Bill Bradford
LPA VP of Programs

Vice President of Public Relations – Gary Arnold
GArnold@accessliving.org
Not a whole lot to report.  Congratulations to everyone who contributed to the Winter Issue of LPA Today.  Most every district participated in the “district roundup” and the variety of submissions did a great job of revealing the diversity within the organization.  Though we just recently received the magazine, it’s time to start thinking about the Spring Issue.  This will be the last issue before the National Conference in Detroit and will include ballots for this year’s Elections.  The content deadline will be mid-April.  

The theme for the next issue will be announced around April 1.  

At the Detroit Conference this year, I will host an event called “LPA Book Club.”  The idea is to have a discussion about books that include characters who are people of short stature.  If you have ideas for the event, or strong opinions about which books should be included, let me know.  I hope to make an announcement about which books will be on the program about a month before the conference.  This will give attendees some time to read or reread the book if they’d like.  

That’s it.

Thanks!

Gary Arnold 

Executive Director – Joanna Campbell

Joanna.lpa@earthlink.net
Hi everyone,

The big news from my end of the country is that LPA has now officially opened a Southern California office, other than my working from home.   It is a 500 square foot office with 3 rooms and plenty of space.  The office is now equipped with computers, copier/fax, and phone service.  LPA has hired a part-time administrative person, Sandy Becker, to work 3 days a week answering phones, processing memberships and fulfilling requests for information.    Our intention is to bring many of the daily tasks to the So. Cal. office to free Maureen to help on the 2008 conference committee, process conference registrations and answer conference-related questions.  The address of the new office is:

250 El Camino Real, Suite 201

Tustin, CA 92780

714/368-3689.

If you have any questions, please let me know.  Thank you!

National Headquarters – Maureen Malek

Maureen@lpaonline.org
Due to some changes in my duties, I am no longer able to give you facts and figures on what income has come in to my office.  Those details will be soon be figured out and should be released in a future monthly message.

I am continuing to recover from extreme doses of radiation.  I have been granted part-time status from March 10, 2008 to April 30, 2008 in which to hopefully regain some strength and get my energy back.  Effective May 1, 2008 my hours will continue as before (please see below).
The Detroit registration packets are starting to come in.  My goal is to process each day what I get in the mail that day.  I generated a spreadsheet today that will tie in with the Detroit conference budget so they know where they stand on event revenue and headcounts.  Should you have ANY questions about you username, password or conference questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Work hours effective May 1, 2008 - 7:30am to 4:30pm Pacific Time with my lunch hour from 12:00pm to 1:00pm.
As always, my telephone lines are always open.

Maureen Malek – 

Office Administrator

LPA National Office

LPA National Office Address:

P.O. Box 750
Hillsboro, Oregon   97123
(503) 846-1562 - Telephone

(888) 572-2001 – Toll-Free

(503) 846-1590 – Fax

Conference Review Committee – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
The Detroit 2008 national conference preparations are proceeding well, as they will report elsewhere in this message!  

Joanna Campbell and Ron Piro continue to prepare the documentation for the Orange County, California bid for the 2011 national conference.  The deadline of April 30, 2008 for submission of bids for 2011 is drawing near, so if there are other potential bids, please notify the CRC immediately.

Future conferences:

2008 – Detroit – Sat. 6/21 – Fri. 6/27 

2009 – Brooklyn - Sat. 7/4 – Fri. 7/10

2010 – Nashville - Sat. 7/3 – Fri. 7/9

2011 – Open for bids

Ron Piro – Chair, Joanna Campbell, Marge Carlisle, and Amy D’Avia

National Parliamentarian – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
There were no Board meetings this month, but I have responded to various questions about LPA policy and bylaws. 

National Election Committee – Ron Piro

ronpiro@aol.com
Preparations for the 2008 election are proceeding on schedule.  We have received statements from the candidates for the six national offices.  There are no contested races.  The three Bylaw amendment proposals have been distributed to the membership to solicit supporting or opposing arguments to include with the ballot.  (Previously I reported there was only one amendment proposal, but Casey Hubelbank had sent me two "housekeeping" kind of proposals before the cutoff, which I forgot to include in last month’s message) The mail-in ballot will be distributed in the spring issue of LPA Today, with ballots to be returned and tallied before the national conference in Detroit.

Ron Piro and Amy D’Avia
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