Lois Lamb

LPA National President

 

Fall is in the air and the temperatures have fallen.  I am happy to see the changing of leaves and the beautiful colors that come with it.  This has been a busy month for LPA.  The data base is in the process of completely being updated and all corrections have been made regarding members addresses and information.  Member Clicks will be up and running for online registration for the LPA conference as well as a sight which will take you to register for the hotel.  More to come from Marge and Joanna on that matter.

Most of the districts have had their regionals.  My district, which is 8, has not had their regional and we are about to elect a new director.  I want to thank all the district directors who have served and are stepping down.  We truly appreciate your dedication and hard work you have given to LPA.  I welcome all the new directors and ask that the information of their e-mail's and addresses be forwarded to the EC.  I do know that Lydia Graber is coming on board as District 5 director.  Like myself Lydia has been a long time member and will offer much to the LPA board.  

Most of you know that Maureen has been out of the office due to cancer.  I am happy to say she will be back working for LPA on a daily basis.  I do know we are in need of hiring another part time person to help out in the office and we shall be talking about this in the near future.  Maureen is currently undergoing chemo and has some bad days but on the most part seems to be doing great.  We welcome Maureen back but we do not want her t o over extend herself. I know the EC and all want to thank Dottie MacKay for answering the phone for LPA.  She has been a great asset to LPA and we can't thank her enough.  She will continue to answer phones when Maureen is feeling bad.  You can ask for new updates of lists for your district or chapter the first part of November. 

I hope all is going well for you.  There will be a LPA board meeting on Sunday, November 11, 2007.
More details to come.

Once again thank you for all you do for this great organization.

Lois Gerage Lamb
President
Little People of America
phone # 214 826-6284
cell # 214-729-4152
 

============
 

Joanna Campbell

LPA Executive Director

 

Iâ€™m very pleased to let you know that next week the district directors and chapter presidents will be receiving a completely updated membership ship list from the new database â€“ including everyone who registered at conference, on-line, and by mail.  I will break the list into districts and chapters.   
I am happy to do individual training on the Memberclicks/LPAOnline system with the district directors so that you may generate your own lists, as well as look up information in the new database â€“ a function of having a hosted database system.  Chapter Presidents will not have database access, and will need to request updated lists from the District Directors or the national office, as we have done in the past.  If you are a district director and would like to schedule an appointment just let me know, otherwise we plan to do training at the mid-year meeting in February.   
 

This month many of you will be invited to participate in a survey coordinated by an outside non-profit consulting company.  I anticipate the survey will be online through our website (therefore you are all going to need your log-in and password), as well as in written format if requested.   If you do not have your log-in and password, contact me and I will send it to you.  The results of the survey will be used during the mid-year meeting.  The woman who is coordinating the survey is Joan McBride.  Can you all please be sure we have correctly identified the chapter presidents on the website?  Let me know of any changes and I will pass them on to the website editor.
 

Thank you all for your continued patience, support and fellowship in LPA.  Happy Fall!
 

 

Joanna Campbell
Executive Director
Little People of America
714-862-4247
www.lpaonline.org
 

 

=========

 

Jeff Sims
LPA Senior Vice President
 

 

As Lois mentioned in last monthâ€™s message, with the help of Craig and Jon, I have redesigned the Chapter Quarterly forms.  The main complaint that I have heard from the Chapters of why they are not sending in their reports is due to their confusion of filling out the current form.  The new form should eliminate most of the confusion, and make it easier to fill out and send in to National. 
 

I have also put a proposal together for BOD consideration. If approved it will reshape the current way in which the Chapters report to the LPA VP of Finance. The goal of this change is to achieve 100% of the Chapters reporting each quarter, with having safeguards in place to make it happen. It will also make the Treasurers more accountable to their Chapters and Districts.
 

Jeff Sims
LPA Sr. Vice President
Jeffsi@aol.com
 

 

==========
Craig Holloway

LPA Vice President of Finance

 

Hi everybody.  I hope you are having a wonderful October.  Attached are the financial reports for September, 2007.  The group income tax return for the LPA districts for the year ended December 31, 2006 will be filed soon.  Please let me know if you would like a copy.  I hope to have all the dues rebate checks for the period ended September 30, 2007 out to the districts and chapters by the end of November.
 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving
 

Craig Holloway
VP Finance
 

 

==========

 

 

Robert Haines

LPA Vice President of Membership

 

In July, while in Seattle , I reported that District 4 was in the lead for the 2007 membership drive contest.  Since returning home, we added more than 300 MRFâ€™s into the database and the race is closer than ever.  

 

When Maureen gets back in the swing of things, our number one priority will be to get the renewals for the remainder of the year.  After January 1st, I will calculate the numbers and the winning District will be announced.  The winning district will earn a private party at the national conference in Detriot. The event will be hosted by either myself or the elected Vice President of membership.

 

I hope all of you have a wonderful Thanksgiving.  

 

Best Regards,

 

Robert Haines

 

P.S.  I will be unavailable from November 22 to approximately December 8.  

 

 

=========

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary Arnold

LPA Vice President of Public Relations

 

Mark your calendars, the deadline for the next LPA Today Magazine is November 17.  The theme for this issue will be home improvement.  This quarterâ€™s magazine hopes to feature stories about what members have done to make their homes more accessible.  But the issue is not limited to the theme.  Please feel free to submit other material even if it is not directly related to the theme.   

Within the past week, I have received two media inquiries about a performer named Terra Jole.  Jole, a person of short stature, tours the country performing as â€œMini Britney Spears.â€�  The media questions revolve around, â€œWhat does LPA think of Jole, and what does LPA think about the roles available for people of short stature in entertainment?â€�  Usually, these types of inquiries are handled pretty easily, but one of the inquires within the last week has come from â€œGood Morning America.â€�  The high profile of the program makes this interview a little more risky.  From what I know about the story so far, they are interviewing a doctor who is a little person, and Jole, then juxtaposing the two to examine what professional opportunities are available for little people.  Theyâ€™ve invited a person from LPA to interview as well.  As of now (October 28), I donâ€™t know if the interview will happen, or what direction it will take.   I just want to alert people about it. 

Thanks and Happy Halloween! 

Gary Arnold 
Vice President of Public Relations

==========

 

 

Ron Piro

LPA Leader

Man of Many Hats

 

 


Conference Review Committee â€“ Ron Piro 
ronpiro@aol.com


The Marriott hotels have come up with a plan for providing footstools in the sleeping rooms in the over the next three years, so we are conducting a final review of the contract with the Nashville Renaissance hotel for 2010, and expect to be closed and signed next week. 

Joanna Campbell is pursuing bids with potential hotels in the Orange County, California area for the 2011 conference, and the CRC will review these over the winter.   Other Districts are still welcome to submit proposals for the 2011 conference. 

Future conferences: 
2008 â€“ Detroit â€“ Sat. 6/21 â€“ Fri. 6/27 
2009 â€“ Brooklyn - Sat. 7/4 â€“ Fri. 7/10 
2010 â€“ Nashville - Sat. 7/3 â€“ Fri. 7/9 

Ron Piro â€“ Chair, Joanna Campbell, Marge Carlisle, and Amy Clemons 


National Parliamentarian â€“ Ron Piro 
ronpiro@aol.com


There were no Board of Directors meetings this month.  However, I did respond to questions from around the country about the proper processes for District and Chapter elections. 

National Election Committee â€“ Ron Piro 
ronpiro@aol.com


The next national election ballot will be in the spring of 2008.  With recent amendments to the Bylaws, both announcements for national office and proposed Bylaw amendments must be received by the National Election Committee 120 days before the start of the national conference, but only in even-numbered years.  With the Detroit conference formally starting on Monday, June 23, 2008, this sets the deadline at Sunday, February 24, 2008.   

Ron Piro and Amy Clemons
 

 

 

Jim Kay

LPA Historian

OWLS Coordinator

 

Historian Report - LPA Archive
 

I prepared and presented an Exhibit at the District 12 Fall Regional Meeting in Walnut Creek, California. The Exhibit featured the eleven Charter members from District 12, National conferences held in the District, District events, and a selection of photos from each of the five chapters in District 12. 
 

This month I will begin work on the Exhibit for the National Conference in Detroit. I plan to contact the new District Director, Lydia Grabor, and discuss an Exhibit that will reflect the programs, activities and events that support Little People. 
 

The LPA Archive needs back issues of LPA Today. The goal is to collect at least three copies of each issue that can be available for future use. If you have back issues of LPA Today that you would like to contribute to the Archive please contact me at jg43ay@surewest.net  by phone at 916 359-4637 or by snail mail at 4825 Oakfield Circle, Carmichael, CA  95608. 
 

Older Adult Coordinator -  OWLS
 

The first draft of the survey of Older Adults has been completed and will be reviewed this week. The final draft will be distributed next week by e-mail and snail mail. The purpose of the survey is to get feedback from the older members about the programs and activities they would like at the Annual Conferences, some indication of their desire for information, and any other suggestions they would like to contribute. This will be the second survey of older adult members of LPA. 
 

This year Carolyn Witherow and Paul Jones will be a part of the planning for older adult activities. When we get the results from the survey we will determine workshop topics and other activities that are of interest. 
 

Jim Kay
 

 

==========

 

 

Barbara Speigel

LPA Community Outreach Coordinator

 

The committee has gotten some activity lately. There have been about half a dozen inquiries for information so others can present at schools. I was in upstate NY for a friends wedding and on the trip back up North stopped at a school in the Albany area to present at an elementary school. I have 2 elementary school presentations scheduled for this Friday and then one in early December. I am also working on getting into a few other schools in the New England area this winter. 
 

Hope you are having a wonderful autumn.
 

Barbara Spiegel
 

 

==========

 

Jimmy Loyless

DAAA

 

As many of you all already know, Janet has been undergoing chemotherapy treatment for leukemia since July of this year.  Recently, she was registered in an international database for bone marrow donation, the next and necessary treatment.  Five prospective matches were identified with three considered excellent.
 

Stem cells will be removed from the selected donor on Thursday, November 1 (tomorrow).  Then, the cells will be transplanted into Janet on Friday, the 2nd of November.  
 

Please keep Janet, her donor, and her family in your thoughts and prayers and pray for success with this procedure.
 

Also, the address for DAAA has changed to:
 

774 Arnold Mill Road
Woodstock, GA    30188-6111
678-358-8981
[No fax at this time]
Website and e-mail stay the same: www.daaa.org; daaa@flash.net
 

Thanks for including thisâ€¦
 

Jimmy
