LPA Monthly Message

September 2007

Lois Lamb

LPA National President

Greetings to each of you:

By now the LPA fall regionals are beginning and the weather is getting cooler.  Some of the district will be electing new district directors.  As the changing of district directors occur please notify all of the EC members of LPA so we can change it in our records.  

This spring we will have election of officers for LPA on a national level.  This is also the year to submit any changes in by laws you may wish to change.  Te deadline date for announcing your running for election is February 20, 2008, I believe.  

The EC and the district directors will be meeting for the mid year board meeting during the first week end in February.  This wass discussed and approved in Seattle.

I have talked to Maureen and she is doing so much better.  She is currently undergoing Chemo on a weekly basis.  She is out on leave until the end of October.  We wish her only the best and please remember her in your prayers.

There will be a new reporting system coming to each District director and chapter president to make sure the treasurer is handing in some kind of report dealing with the finances in your district.  Jeff has put together this for which should make it easier for the treasurers' to report on a regular basis to Craig.

Regards,

Lois Gerage Lamb
President
Little People of America
phone # 214 826-6284
cell # 214-729-4152

===============

Joanna Campbell

LPA Executive Director

Hello everyone,

It has certainly been a busy summer for LPA!  As you know, the business of LPA is in good hands as Maureen recovers, although we may be moving a little slower than you would like.  Your patience is appreciated!  

I am out of the office until August 31 but will be checking phone and e-mail messages periodically.  Before I left the office each District Director was sent rosters of current/paid, and unpaid members.  If you are a chapter president please contact your DD for lists for mailing until September. 

Hello everyone,
Last week I e-mailed my newsletter to the Executive Committee and District Directors.  If you did not receive it let me know.
Projects in my office include: updating and clean-up of the database with the eventual goal of issuing membership cards, and organizing the mid-year meeting among many other exciting things.  The 2005-2006 Annual Report will be in the mail soon to all paid members.  We are re-printing the Welcome to LPA Brochure as we have used all 5000 that we printed earlier this year.  If you need a new supply please send an e-mail to info@lpaonline.org and the office staff will mail them out to you.  The $50 for 50 Years program is sill running and I will be doing a final wrap-up mailing this Fall.  The website continues to undergo small changes and updates.  If you have any updates you can e-mail them to me or to our web editor, Marcell Sirkus at     sirkusm@earthlink.net.           Cricket is maintaining the Event Calendar on the website, so please notify her with any events you have planned in your area.  cricketlynch@gmail.com.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if you need anything.  
Joanna Campbell
Executive Director
Little People of America
714-862-4247


===============


Jeff Sims
LPA Senior Vice President

With the various Spring Regionals now taking place, many of the Districts are holding elections for District offices. For those Directors that are not seeking re-election, I would like to thank them for all their work with LPA. It has been a pleasure working with you.
 
As I mentioned in the last monthly message, I would like to put together a committee with several Chapter Presidents to brainstorm ideas to benefit the Chapters. If you think you would be interested in being a part of this, please email me to let me know.
 
Jeff Sims
LPA Sr. Vice President
Jeffsi@aol.com
===============


Craig Holloway
LPA Vice President of Finance
Hi everybody.  I hope everyone is having a wonderful September.  Shelby and I are looking forward to the Family Painted Turtle Camp weekend next week.
 
Attached are the financial statements through August, 2007.  I can’t believe we are almost to the end of the fiscal year.  Next month, I will begin the process for the audit of our financial statements for the year ended September 30, 2007.  In late October and early November, I will send out the final chapter and district dues rebate checks for this year.
 
Thanks,
Craig Holloway
VP- Finance
===============



Robert Haines

Vice President of Membership

As some of you know I had “minor” surgery back on September 12.  I’ve spent the past 3 weeks recovering, eating chicken broth, and popsicles.  I’ve been told, as a child, a tonsillectomy has a very short recovery time, yet as an adult, the recovery can be as long as three weeks.  After going through this procedure, I can surely say this is true!  

This week I will be contacting a few of the district directors regarding some pending hardship membership applications.  In order for me to approve or deny these applications, I will need your input.  

Additionally, we will be doing another mailing before the end of the calendar year as a last ditch pitch to raise our membership for the year.

Thank you all,

Rob Haines

VP Membership

===============


Bill Bradford

Vice President of Programs

Hello all, I hope everyone is glad that school started.  I certainly am, although between taking classes and teaching classes, my work load has suddenly gotten larger. 

I have finished processing all the paperwork for the Kitchen's Fund awards and LPA scholarships we gave out last summer.  Everyone received their monies and all is well.  I also recently processed two applications for LPA Health Advocacy Awards and Bock Charitable Trust awards, and both applicants qualified.  We will be awarding approximately $4000 from those accounts. 

Within the next couple of months I will be putting together a committee to look at the application process for the LPA Health Advocacy Fund and to see if there are ways we can increase the fund as well as spend it better.  Also, I am going to be contacting each district director to start a conversation about awarding travel funds at a regional level, using a combination of funds from national and districts.  I will wait until after the fall elections to start this dialogue. 

My thoughts and prayers continue for Maureen to make a rapid recovery, and many thanks to Lori, Dottie, and Joanna for taking on the extra tasks.

Bill Bradford
VP of Programs

===============


Gary Arnold

LPA Vice President of Public Relations

I  know it’s a cliché, but I might as well say it, “I can’t believe it’s almost October.”  Well, I guess the calendar stops for no one and nothing.  But, on the subject of calendars, Jody is drafting the timeline for the next issue of the LPA Today.  As of now, the next deadline will be mid-November.  The theme is not set in stone yet, but it will probably be “The Home.”  The membership will be invited to submit stories about projects they’ve done around their houses or apartments.  

At the meeting in Seattle, the Board of Directors approved a position statement on a new procedure called Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis, which was written by the Advocacy Committee.  The statement contends that all prospective parents should have access to the full range of technology and should have access to the full range of choices made available by embryo screening.  As I mentioned in an earlier message, soon after the Conference, a number of media stories about the procedure appeared in the print media.  Two talk shows, Oprah and Montel Williams, also approached LPA membership, inviting us to speak on television about the issue.  Up to this point, we have indirectly declined all requests to speak about Embryo screening in the media.  But, the Advocacy Committee is at a point where we would like to introduce the position statement to the membership.  We plan to print the position statement, along with a brief introductory letter, in the next issue of the LPA Today.


Ron Piro

Man of Many Hats

Conference Review Committee:  Closure of the contract with the Nashville Renaissance hotel for 2010 has been delayed, as we continue to work out an agreement for providing footstools in the sleeping rooms in the Marriott hotels over the next three years. 

Meanwhile, we have initiated discussions with hotels for possible bids for the 2011 conference. 

Future conferences:

2008 – Detroit – Sat. 6/21 – Fri. 6/27 

2009 – Brooklyn - Sat. 7/4 – Fri. 7/10

2010 – Nashville - Sat. 7/3 – Fri. 7/9

Ron Piro – Chair, Joanna Campbell, Marge Carlisle, and Amy Clemons

National Parliamentarian: There were no Board of Directors meetings this month.

National Elections Committee:  The next national election ballot will be in the spring of 2008.  With recent amendments to the Bylaws, both announcements for national office and proposed Bylaw amendments must be received by the National Election Committee 120 days before the start of the national conference, but only in even-numbered years.  With the Detroit conference formally starting on Monday, June 23, 2008, this sets the deadline at Sunday, February 24, 2008.  

Ron Piro and Amy Clemons

===============


Jim Kay

LPA Historian

OWLS Coordinator

Historian Report: The main focus of activity is to complete an exhibit of photos and items to celebrate the 45th Anniversary of District 12. The exhibit will be shown at the District 12 Fall Meeting that will be held in Walnut Creek, California, October 19 – 21, 2007. The presentation will include photos of:  the 11 Charter Members who resided in California; National Conventions hosted by the district, and selected photos and information for the five chapters located in District 12. 
The LPA Archive has received photos and items of interest from District 12, Los Angeles Chapter, San Francisco Bay  Chapter, San Joaquin Valley Chapter, Los Angeles Chapter, and Orange Blossom. Individual donations have been received from Daniel Margulies and Betty Adelson. Donations of photos and other items are always welcome. 
Next month work will continue to inventory the documents and photos in the LPA Archive. Work will also begin on assembling photos and items of Interest for an Exhibit at the annual conference that will be held in Detroit in July 2008. 
Older Adult Coordinator: During the month of October will survey Older LP Adults to determine the number who plan to attend the Detroit conference and obtain information about activities and events they would like to see planned. The Survey will be conducted during October and November and the results will be shared with the Detroit Conference Planning Committee. 

===============

Stacie Pouliet

LPA National Parent Coordinator

The parent meetings in Seattle were very productive and informative for all the parents.  We held four meetings starting on Sunday and ending on Wednesday.  I think all four topics were well attended, especially the parent psychosocial workshop and the Teens / Young Adult forum.  
The teen / young adult panel answered questions from parents with lp kids approaching the teen years.  The teens and young adults were very open and honest relating to their experiences as teenagers and I think the parents learned a lot to help them as they anticipate the struggles and emotions their dwarf teenagers will be experiencing.  
I think we had over 60 parents in attendance for the psychosocial workshop, moderated by three professionals from our LPA Medical Advisory Board.  This session covered a wide variety of topics including emotional reactions of receiving and dealing with the diagnosis of your dwarf child and dealing with possible future medical and social issues.  
The school issues topic is always popular, especially when your dwarf child is just starting pre-school or kindergarten.  We talked about riding the bus, safety on the playground, making the school totally accessible to your child and helping to educate the students and staff just about dwarfism.  

The meeting on Nutrition and Exercise is becoming more popular because parents are realizing how important it is to make sure their dwarf kids stay active and eat healthy so their son/daughter will not have to deal with being overweight as an adult.  When an adult dwarf becomes overweight, other medical complications can develop including back problems.  Then we had some officers from our Dwarf Athletic Association speak regarding DAAA and getting your dwarf child involved at a young age.  Besides the advantage of getting good exercise from it, DAAA also provides the kids an excellent opportunity to be able to compete on their own level, which can really boost their self-confidence, not to mention the comrady of being part of a specific group.  

Since the conference, I have been very busy responding to many inquiries from parents and hospitals looking for information to give to families with dwarf babies and children needing support.  

I hope to see everyone in Detroit in 2008.  We (conference committee) have been meeting regularly and a tentative schedule of events is in the planning stages.
 

 

