FADE IN TO BASE

We see another establishing shot of the base, then


CUT TO KELLY’S OFFICE

KELLY is sitting at his desk going over some paperwork when the phone rings.  

KELLY

(picking it up)
This is Kelly.  Yes, sir.  
(his face starts to show slight surprise)

Well, sir, they’ve only trained for a couple days.  Yes, sir, I have full confidence in them, but…yes sir.  Understood sir.  Good-bye.

KELLY sits back in his chair, suddenly serious, then picks up the phone again.


KELLY
Yeah, Hammer, get the team together.  We’ve just been given a mission.

CUT TO BRIEFING ROOM

The Sea Bandits are in much the same arrangement they were the last time we saw them; however, the looks of distrust between the two groups are not nearly as pronounced.  

KELLY

(as lights are dimmed)

This man, Teran Alisofi, is an international terrorist.  He is funded and supported by Islamic Jihad, Hamas, and many other radical Muslim groups—including Raoul Abudyne’s Ohasa network.  Alisofi has never had any means of striking at the North American continent—until a few days ago, when Canadian satellite imaging picked up this base in northern British Columbia.  

HAMMER

(stepping up)

This base, if completed, will provide Alisofi with a foothold in North America, making it easy for him to strike at northern U.S. cities such as Seattle.  It cannot be allowed to be completed.  

(beat)

The Canadian government has asked the Marines to take the base out, and the Commandant passed us the ball.  Now we’ve got to run with it.  The base isn’t completely operational yet, but Alisofi has moved in aircraft defenses and a forward team.  Chaser, Ice, and Spoon will take out the base’s air defenses; Stinger, Buddha, Burner, and Cipher will go in and neutralize the operatives.  Once we have control of the base, Cipher will access their computer system and download all relevant intelligence to a DoD mainframe.  After that, Buddha will place C4 explosives at crucial points in the main building’s infrastructure and blow the whole place to kingdom come.  Capone and Mad Dog will destroy the armory and hangar facilities, as well as provide close air support.  Questions?

(seeing SPOON raise his hand)

Spoon?

SPOON

Sir, are there any fighters at this base?

HAMMER

No.  Intelligence says Alisofi won’t be flying in any fighters until four days from now.  

(beat)

If there’s nothing else, you leave on a C-130 for Canada tomorrow at 0800.  Dismissed.

The Sea Bandits file out, and we 


CUT TO FOOTAGE

Screen text: Next morning

We see a C-130  Hercules cargo plane land on a military base in Canada, then see stock footage of three F-18s taking off, as well as a Cobra coming over a ridge and a Huey flying over tundra.  

CUT TO CHASER

CHASER

Okay everyone, this is Bandit Lead.  Spoon, Ice, are you ready?

ICE

Bandit Two is a go.  

SPOON
Bandit Three here; everything checks out.  

CHASER

Capone?   Mad Dog?

CAPONE

Let’s do this thing.

MAD DOG

Just show me the target.

CHASER

(smiles slightly at MAD DOG’s response)

Stinger?  You and your crew good to go?

STINGER
This Marine is ready, Chaser.  Boys?

BURNER

(after glancing at CIPHER and BUDDHA and receiving nods)

Chaser, this is Burner.  We’re good to go.

CHASER

Then let’s go.  All Bandits, proceed to entry points.  Bandits Two and Three, form up, on me.

We see SPOON and ICE fall back and to the side of CHASER’S Hornet, as the three speed over mountains towards the terrorist compound.  

CUT TO COMPOUND

We see an establishing shot of the compound, which consists of 5 buildings, spread in a roughly square fashion.  The building in the middle of the complex is larger than the surrounding structures, which are primarily hangars and storage facilities.  
After the establishing shot, we 


CUT TO CONTROL ROOM

A young Arab LIEUTENANT walks to a middle-aged European COMMANDER, who is sitting in front of a master station.

LIEUTENANT

Sir, we’ve just received contacts coming towards the base.  We believe that they are American fighter planes and helicopters.

COMMANDER

Prepare the SAM sites and guns.  Also…alert the fighter pilots to be ready to go.

The LIEUTENANT nods, turns, and walks off.  As he leaves, we pan over to the COMMANDER’s smile and FADE OUT…

FADE IN TO HORNETS

SPOON

Lead, I’m getting anonymous radar contacts; looks like possible SAMs and anti-aircraft guns. 

CHASER

(as he looks at his radar screen)

Roger, Spoon.  I’m picking them up as well.    

ICE
I also have artillery emplacements appearing around the base, sir. 

CHASER

All right Bandits, here’s the deal.  Spoon and Ice, you go after the SAM sites.  I’ll take the anti-aircraft guns.  Capone, Mad Dog, are you there?


CAPONE
Capone here, Chaser

MAD DOG

Mad Dog here, Chaser.

CHASER
Go after the artillery emplacements.  Take them out as quickly as you can; Burner’s team will be in heavy danger until they’re gone.  

CAPONE

Copy that, Lead.

MAD DOG

Roger, sir!

CHASER
Raider, did you copy that?

CUT TO SITUATION ROOM

KELLY and HAMMER are monitoring the mission from a situation room similar to that which the Sea Dragons used, but which is in the Canadian base.  

KELLY
I copy, Chaser.  Let’s go.

(beat)

Burner, this is Raider.

CUT TO HUEY


BURNER

Go ahead, Raider.

KELLY

Is your team ready?

BURNER
We’re good to go, sir.

KELLY 

Be careful.  Alisofi’s men are seasoned warriors; they won’t be easy to take down.  Offer them every opportunity to surrender, but if they don’t…you are authorized to use deadly force.  

BURNER
(grim)

Understood, sir.  Burner out.

As the conversation ends, the Huey lands outside the farthermost building.  STINGER, CIPHER, BUDDHA, and BURNER file out, and silently run over to the building’s outer door.  

BURNER
Cipher, what does satellite imaging say about number of troops?

CIPHER
(pulling a small device from his belt and looking at it)

There are only about 25 guards total in the complex, with five in each building.   However, there are 5 more people in the center building, and I’m getting some really weird heat signatures…they’re blinking on and off the screen.  

BURNER
Never mind that for now.  All right guys…let’s do it.

As CIPHER touches a control and replaces the device in his gear, BURNER motions STINGER and BUDDHA to stand on the other side of the door, then signs that he and BUDDHA are to kick the door open on three.  He signs 1, 2, ..and 3.  BURNER and BUDDHA kick the door open and rush into the storage facility, with STINGER and CIPHER right behind them.


BURNER
This is Captain Butch Barnes of the United States Marine Corps!   Throw down your weapons and surrender!  

Immediately, gunfire rings out, and BURNER dives behind a stack of boxes.  CIPHER crouches behind a crate, and BUDDHA and STINGER race behind a truck.  They all return fire, and CIPHER and STINGER take down two of the terrorists before the rest put their hands up and step out from behind their cover.

BURNER

That’s more like it.  Stinger, Cipher, tie their hands and feet.  We’ll come back for them before we blow the base.  

As STINGER and CIPHER finish their task, they follow BURNER and BUDDHA to the next building as we 

CUT TO HORNETS

During this entire sequence, we switch back and forth between Hornet and stock footage views.

SPOON

I’m coming up on the first SAM site.  

(flicking arming switch)
Bandit Three, in hot.  

(beat)

I have good tone.  Bombs are away; Bandit Two is breaking off.

We see a missile tower and control structure just for a second; then, they explode in a ball of flames as SPOON’s bombs hit them.  

ICE
This is Bandit Two, closing on second SAM site.  Moving to within 6 miles….3…..1…

(flicking switch)
Bandit Two, in hot.

(beat)

I have solid tone and bombs are away.  Bandit Three breaking off.  

(beat)
Chaser, this is Ice.  First and second SAM sites destroyed; we are proceeding to three and four.

CUT TO CHASER


CHASER

Roger that, Ice.  I’m going in after the guns.

(beat, flipping switch)
Arming MK-80s.  Bandit Lead is in hot.


CHASER’s HUD shows a clear lock and tone as …

CHASER

I have solid lock and tone.  Bombs are away; Bandit Lead is breaking off.

As CHASER breaks right, we hear a solid tone, indicating target destroyed.

CHASER
(smiling)

Target destroyed.  Moving to next site.

CHASER barrel rolls away as we


CUT TO GROUND

The Sea Bandits have just finished binding the remaining terrorists in the 3rd building and are running across the compound to the 4th, when a beeping sound comes from CIPHER’s belt.  CIPHER pulls out the satellite imaging device as he runs, glances at it and turns white.

CIPHER

Burner!  We’ve got to take cover fast and call in backup!  Those heat readings—

CIPHER is cut off by the sound of heavy machine gun fire pelting the ground around the Bandits.  As they look wildly around for cover, they see 15 guards encircling them, as well as machine gun and rocket emplacements on the hills near them.  

BURNER
Put your hands up, guys.

(more forceful, as BUDDHA and STINGER look ready to disobey)

That’s an order!

Reluctantly, the Sea Bandits lower their weapons and raise their hands.  However, as the terrorist soldiers start to advance,  three missiles come out of nowhere to strike and destroy the artillery emplacements!  The guards look around wildly, but before they can locate the threat heavy guns take down half their number.  The Bandits instantly pick their guns back up and point them at the remaining 8 guards. 


CAPONE

Burner, this is Capone.  Thought you guys could use a little help.

BURNER
Man, you don’t know how much!  Thanks for the assist.


CAPONE
Don’t thank me, thank Mad Dog.  She was the one who noticed what was going on and had me break off.

BUDDHA

(sighing and looking at the Cobra overhead)

I will never say a bad word about the British again.

MAD DOG

I heard that, Buddha!  Remind me to challenge you to a little boxing when we get back!

BUDDHA
Mad Dog, you can challenge me to whatever you want after that.

(beat)

Although, American boxing will always beat that European crap you English seem to like…

STINGER shakes her head in disgust as CIPHER shrugs and races off towards the 4th building.  After giving them a “what?” look, BUDDHA runs after them.

CUT TO HORNETS

ICE

Lead, I have multiple contacts, closing fast!

CHASER

What?

(checking his instruments)
Oh boy.  Ice, can you confirm status of contacts?

SPOON

Chaser, this is Spoon.  They are bogeys, repeat bogeys.  Five of them, coming in fast.  Look like MIGs.      

CHASER

Five?

(beat)

Raider, this is Chaser; come in.
CUT TO SITUATION ROOM

KELLY

This is Raider; go ahead.a

CHASER
Sir, I thought there were supposed to be no other aircraft in this area.

KELLY

(looks at HAMMER)

There aren’t.

CHASER
Well sir, we have five hostiles, coming in fast.  Estimate 5 minutes to intercept.

KELLY
Five hostiles?  Are you sure?

CHASER

I’m sure sir.

KELLY

Stand by, Chaser.  Try to evade hostiles if possible.  Raider out.

CHASER

Yes sir.  

(beat)
Two and Three, did you copy?

ICE 

Copy.

SPOON
Acknowledged, Lead.

CUT TO SITUATION ROOM

KELLY strides over to MAJOR DAVIS, who is the Canadian intelligence officer in charge of the mission.

KELLY
What the hell is going on here, Major?  You told me Alisofi had no fighters!

DAVIS
(blustering)
Well….he…..he didn’t, we….we didn’t see any….they weren’t supposed to be received until next month!

KELLY

Well apparently his shipping is better than our intel!  Anything else I should know about before more of my people are put at risk?

DAVIS

(recovering)
Now listen, Colonel—

KELLY

No, you listen to me, Major!  My people are risking their lives up there!  The least you can do is give them all the facts!

(beat)

Chaser, this is Raider.  What’s your status?

CUT TO HORNETS

CHASER

Sir, we are under attack!  The MIGs have closed; we’re trying to get targeting locks!

CUT TO BASE


KELLY
Hang in there, Chaser.  

(beat)

Do you have any Hornets here, Major?

DAVIS
Well, yes, there were two more than needed in case of mechanical failure—

KELLY looks at HAMMER, who nods, and both run out the door towards the tarmac

CUT TO HORNETS

During this sequence we see stock footage of Hornets in aerial maneuvers

SPOON

Lead, I’ve got two hostiles on me.  I could use some help here!

ICE
Hang on Spoon, I’m coming in.  Time to splash some MIGs

(target lock tone)

Whoa!  Lead, I am painted, repeat, painted, initiating evasive maneuvers!

CHASER
(evading himself)

Damn!  Do your best Bandits Two and Three, I’ve got my hands full here! 

(beat)

Wait a minute, picking up two new aircraft….they’re….Hornets?

KELLY
Hope we’re not too late for the party, Bandit Lead. 

CHASER
(smiling with relief)

No, sir!  Is that the XO with you?

HAMMER
In the flesh.  Thought you could use some backup.

CHASER
Roger that, sir!

SPOON

Uh, with all due respect sirs, if you could lend Ice and I a hand here…

KELLY
Roger that Spoon.  Hammer, get those MIGs off Spoon’s six.  Chaser, go free up Ice.  I’ll take the ones on your tail.

HAMMER
Roger that Raider.  Breaking to engage.

CHASER

Acknowledged.  Turning to new heading.

CUT TO FOOTAGE OF HORNETS AND COCKPITS

ICE

Flares away.  Trying to break missile lock.  I—wait a second, the second MIG has broken off!  What the hell?

CHASER
Ice, Chaser.  The cavalry has arrived.  Think you can handle the other hostile?

ICE
(smiling with relief)

Yes, sir!  

ICE comes about and circles around the remaining Hornet on her tail, which starts to jink and weave to avoid her targeting systems.

ICE
Uh-uh, you are not getting away from me.  

(a few seconds and some maneuvering)

I have lock and tone.  Fox 3!

ICE’s missile cruises away and heads straight for the enemy MIG, where it detonates.  

ICE
(tight smile) 
Target destroyed.  Coming back around to engagement area.

CHASER

(chasing the other MIG)
Come on, you ugly excuse for a fighter…whoa!  Another one?

(beat)

Okay, we’ll have to do this the hard way…

A few seconds and some tight maneuvering, but CHASER stays on the first MIG’s tail.

CHASER

Fox 3, missile away!  

CHASER immediately begins a tight loop that brings him back behind the other MIG pilot.  As we CUT TO MIG, we see the pilot look around, confused, for the Hornet.

CHASER

Didn’t expect that one, did you?  
(presses trigger)
Fox 3!

The missile cruises out and destroys the MIG.

CHASER

Whoo-hoo!  

(checks his instruments)
That’s the last of them.  Chaser to Burner, what’s your status?

CUT TO CONTROL ROOM

We see STINGER, BUDDHA, and CIPHER holding guns on the bound terrorists, as BURNER, smiling, picks up his radio.

BURNER

Target is secured, Chaser.  Repeat: target is secured.  No casualties.

CHASER
(smiling as well)
Roger that, Burner.  We’ll be coming in to help shortly.

We see footage of the five hornets streaking off into the sky as we 

FADE TO BLACK

FADE IN TO BUCKET

The whole gang is sitting around a set of tables, apparently after closing time, drinking a round on the house.   

SPOON
So sir, did the Marines get enough intel to bring down Alisofi’s organization?

KELLY
(with his arm around KATE)

Well, the prisoners you captured have given us some good leads.  Whether or not they pan out….

(shrugs)

MAD DOG
I for one am happy the mission’s over.  It was a rush, firing those Cobra weapons, but it was rough there for a while, especially for you ground troops.

BUDDHA
Oh, I always knew you’d come through for us, Mad Dog.

As everyone turns to him with a skeptical look…


BUDDHA

What?

CHASER
I’d like to propose a toast.  

(everyone turns to him)
To some of the best Marines I’ve ever served with, old and new.

BURNER
How about…to the Sea Bandits?

ALL

To the Sea Bandits!

As they all raise their glasses towards the center, we

FADE TO BLACK

THE END 

